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1. THE THREEFOLD STATE - 11
(I;)man, draped in his toga, walked with dignity. When a Roman«l '
walked to the Forum, or when he mounted the rostrum to make v
a speech, every gesture, every movement, every step was meant
to makc all others feel: here is a fine, noble person — somebody
§L -we must respect. A Roman walked and behaved with dignity.
But a Germanic warrior cared little for dignity; he felt the
strength of his muscles in his arms and in his legs — and so he
walked with a strong and heavy tread. Not dignity but strength

~ was in his walk.

If you had met a noble Roman walking in the street, yo;—z
would have had the feeling: here comes a noble, superior per-
son, I must make way for him — it would be bad manners to
stand in his way.[But if you had met a Germanic warrior in the
street you would have felt: I'd better get out of his way or he will
knock me down. ‘

The Germanic people enjoyed war, battles and fighting; they
thought it shameful to die in bed — the “straw-death” as they

- called it. A man should die in battle.

Sometimes, if a great leader or a king was getting old and had
not found death in battle and was too old to fight any longer, he
would order his men to- get a “dragon-ship” ready. On this
dragon-ship they would pile all his treasures and his weapons.
Then the old king himself would be laid among his treasures
and the men would set the sail and cast off the ship with the old
king, quite alone on it. At the last moment the men would
throw a burning torch onto the ship. And so from ashore they

- watched the burning ship which carried the old king to his
death. :

But the message of Christ, the message of love, also came to
these warlike, ﬁghting peoples, to the Germanic tribes. For
instance, men like Winfred, called Boniface, went alone,
unarmed, among the Germanic tribes and could speak with
such warmth and power that, in time (and it took quite a long
time) more and more of these warlike Germanic tribes became
Christians.

These Germanic tribes were the ancestors of nearly all the
nations who live today in western Europe. The English, French,
Italians, Spaniards, lowland Scots, and of course the people of

g
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R( Norway, Sweden, Denmark, Germany, Switzerland, Austria —
although they speak different languages — they all are descen-
dants of the Germanic tribes who once swept away the Roman
Empire.

The story of how Christianity slowly and over centuries
Fhanged these fierce, quarrelsome, war-loving barbarians — that
is the story of the Middle-Ages or medieval times which we
shall lock at. '

Now, when these war-loving Germanic peoples became
Chrisiians they heard not only the story of Jesus Christ and his
disciples — they heard of God, Father in Heaven and they heard
of the Spirits who serve God Father and are His messengers and
do His bidding. These servants of God are called angels and
higher than angels, are the archangels — and there are even,
higher beings still. Which of the angels and archangels would
these war-loving Germanic peoples love best? Michael, of

course, the great fighter for God, the fighter against the dragon.

15116 Geimenic peoples loved the Archangel Michael best

b_.é{ausé he is_' a fighter after their own heart. That is why so
miany of the first churches were called Church of St Michael
Qike Mont St Michel in France). These fierce, Germanic war-
riors learned that if they spoke an untruth, if they were dishon-
est, if they were lazy, if they were cowards — then they hélped
the dragon. But everyone who is truthful, honest, who does
every task in life wholeheartedly, heips Michael to keep the
dragon, the forces of evil down. That is why they loved the
Archangel Michael, the Fighter for all that is good in the world.
And we should love bim as they did and feel ourselves to be
companions of Michael. o

2. Roman Law and Germanic Law

For tl)he__gcrmanic tribes fighting was a test of personal valour,
whilejfor the Romans fighting was a means to power. Just as their
walk and their fighting differed,{so there was a world of differ-
ence between justice as the Romans practiced it and the kind of
justice which was common among the Germanic peoples.

[MTThe Romans made rules of law, and these rules were written
down in law-books. And once a law was written in a book, the
judge only had to read the book and he knew how to deal with
any _quarrel or complaint or question that was brought before
him.

(If a man was accused of having stolen something, if two-
peasants quarrelled about a jiece of land, if two brothers could
not agree how to divide money which their father had left them, -
the judge only had to look up the law in his books and he knew
the decision he had to give. So the justice of Roman law was in
books, in law-books. ; ' ‘

But among the’\Germanic peoples it was quite different.
Even when they became Christians they kept their old customs
which were quite unlike the Roman law. They had no law-
books and no judges and no lawyers; it was all quite different:

For instance, among the Anglo-Saxons, the Germanic tribes
who had conquered the Britons and who had settled in. the
south of Britain, every two months or so, certain days were set
apart. On those days no work was done and all =méng ‘came
together at-a great gathering which was called a “Thing” {Sur
word “thing” also means an “assembly”~of different parts Hat:

together):- »

At such-an assembly or Thing, there.iweresxalls
beard 'H{rhe'r_x,’ standing in a large circle, 1éan 1.t
and shields - all grave-looking for this v
i t'fiot come back:a




14 THE 4G OF DISCOVERY

Omnakind of throne the master of the Thing sat, a noble lord or
the King. When called out the first case began. Into the circle was
brought a man accused of having stolen gold coins from another
man. No one had seen him do it and the money had not been
found on him. But the man who lost the money said that only this
man was near the house when the gold coins disappeared.

Then the lord, the master of the Thing, called out: “Who is
willing to swear an oath on behalf of the accused?”

And three men stepped forward. They swore by God that
they knew the accused man well, that they knew him as an hon-
est person who would not take another man’s property. And
then the master of the Thing called out again: “And who will
swear against the accused?”

Now, if, say, five men came and swore that they knew the
accused as a har and dishonest person — so that three people
had spoken for him and five against him — then the accused
man would be considered guilty and would be hanged immedi-
ately as a thief.

But this time nobody stepped forward to swear against him,
fmd with a loud voice the master of the Thing proclaimed him
innocent.

And then came the next case. A young girl and 2 man came into
the circle. The girl spoke: “I am Edith, the daughter of Eric the
Rich, and this man is my brother, Tancred. When our father was
dying he called Tancred to his side and said to him, I have great
wealth, enough for both you and your sister. Half of all I have shall
go to you Tancred and half to young Edith. Thus spoke my father,

land, herds, treasure and slaves — and gave nothing to me.”

But the girl had hardly finished when Tancrcd shouted, “She
lies, our father left all to me alone!”

Now the master of the Thing spoke: “No man on earth can
know what Eric the Rich said on liis death-bed to his son. But
God knows — and God can decide who speaks the truth. We

call such a decision by God an ordeal.* Are you Tancred pre-

pared to face an ‘Ordeal,’ a Judgment by God?”

* Akin to the German Urtedl, judgment.

P

2. ROMAN LAW AND GERMANIC LAW . 1t

“Yes I am,” answered Tanered.

Then the master said: “It is our custom that such a ?}c i
decided by the ‘Ordcal of Battle.” The girl, Edith, cannot figh
for herself, is there a maan who will fight the ‘ordeal of batile’ for
her?”

And a young man came forward: “I am Winfred, I know thc

" girl well and I am fond of her. I will fight for her.”

The master called out: “Then Winfred and Tancred draw
your swords and fight — and let God decide who is right.”

The fight began, the swords clashed, stecl rang against steel
faster and faster the blows fell, and then Tancred, the girl™
brother, cried out, blood gushed from a wound in his arm auc
the sword fell from his hand.

The master of the Thing shouted: “Enough — God ha:
decided. You, Tancrcd must share your father’s wéalth, half anc
half, with your sister.”

And then the next case came. A man, Harold was accused o
having set fire to another man’s house because of an old quarrel
The people in the house barely escaped with their lives and ai
their possessions were burnt. No one had seen Harold do it, bu
many people knew that he hated the owner cf the house. Anc
there was no one ready to come forward to swear for him. Bu
Harold called out: “If no man here will speak for me, then I an
willing to face the ‘ordeal of fire’ to prove my innocence.”

Immediately some men brought a piece of iron, a plough.
share. They made a blazing firc and held the plough-share in the
fiaines untii it was red hot. And then Harold, the accused
witked to the fire and took the red-hot iron with his bare hand:
holding it high up for all to sce. '

There was no sound among all the men who waiched him
Haroid held up the iron until it cooled down and turned black
Then he dropped the plough-share and showed his hands —
there is not a biister on them.

And a great shout went up: “God has decided! He passcd the
ordeal of fire, he is innocent!” n

it is quite true and it happened many times; in thosc day:
people had such a strong faith in God that, if they were inno.
cent, they were not harmed by the fiery heat, they could pass the
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3. The Monks

From these “ordeals” -— ordeal of battle, ordeal of fire -—— we can
see that the Germanic peoples had no use for Roman laws writ-
ten in books. They had also no use for cities and towns — for
instance, the Anglo-Saxons burnt down towns and cities, and
destroyed the beautiful villas of the Romans. Not only houses
and buildings disappeared under their onslaught but also al the
arts — the beautiful statues and paintings — which the Romans
had known. The Romans also had khowledge and science —
they knew history and geography, and every educated Roman
had a library with papyrus-roll Looks about ali these things. The
Germanic warriors had no use for these libraries, for the books
— they could not read them and they were not interested in his-
tory or geography. And so not only Roman art, but also Roman
knowledge disappeared.
The Roman way of life, Rornan civilization was swept away,
and the new masters of Europe, the Germanic tribes, had no
had only rough customs and a way of life in

civilization. They
sharp sword counted more than any-

which a strong arm and a
thing else. .
There would have been very little hope for a better way of -
life, for a new civilization to arise, if there had not becen nien
who made it their task to work for better ways of life. These
men were the Christian monks.
Rcmember_W"mfred, called Bo
among the pagan rtbcs and.. who ‘cu
Thor and. converted thousgl1ds{.9'f peo

rgi:fdc‘c'} -who -went unarmed
OW‘ﬂ the 'sacred oak of -
ple to:the Chri dan faith:
baptize the-pagans.and
€3 ked Y,Sl-'é'w}y‘ and
ferce WaITior-

1 monks. as Winfred:di
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very slowly indeed, but it came — with the Christian religion.
And that was the work of these devoted men, the monks. N

Let us see how these monks lived. When a man became a
monk he had to make three vows. The first was a vow of obedi-
ence: from now on he was no longer his own master but always
had to do what his superiors told him. The second vow was a
vow of poverty: from now on he could no longer possess money
or anything else. And the third vow was a vow of chastity, which
means he would not marry and would not have a family of his
own.

But by becoming a monk, he joined a new kind of family —
the family of his fellow-monks. And as a sign of belonging to
one family, the monks called ecach other “brother” — Brother
Winfred, Brother Edgar. But as a real family has a father, so cach
group of monks had a father who was called “abbot” which
comes from the Greek abbas, father.

The Abbot, the father, and the brother-monks under him
“V‘:_:é in 2 monastery as one great family. In a real family a child
may sometimes disobey the father, but a monk, sworn to obedi-
ence, never did. ' v :

Now let us take one monk, Brother Martin. When Martin
decided to become a monk he first had to live as a “lay-brother™:
he shared the life of the monks without taking any vows. And if|
after a time, he found that life in the monastery did not suit him
he could leave with the blessing of the monks. But, after thrce’
years as a lay-brother, Martin decided he liked the simple life,
and he ook the three vows of obedience, poverty, chastity.

When he had taken the vows, the monks shaved his beard —
they also shaved his hair except for a fringe around the head. In
those days men were very proud of their beard and hair which
-was worn down to their shoulders. By shaving his face and his
head the monk showed that he was free of this vanity.

Then Martin was given monk’s clothes — a single garment,
called “habit,” reaching from neck to ankles, held together at the
waist by a cord; on the back of the neck was a cowl, a kind of
hood. The habit was of a rough, coarse cloth, in brown or black.
A tionk wore nothing under the habit, and he wore the same

~habit summer or winter. Our word “habit” which means doing

s M
a—— -

3. THE MONKS 19

the samie things always, comes from the monk’s garment which
was always the same.

When Brother Martin had bcen “shriven” (beard and hair
shaven) and had put on his habit, the monks now ied him to his
“cell,” his own bedroom. But these cells were narrow, small
cubicles — and they were not only tiny but also bare of any fur-
niturc cxcept a wooden cot. For the rest of his life Brothe
Martin would slcep on this plain wooden cot without mattress
and without pillow — that was the rule of the monks.

Lifc in the monastery was ruled by the words ora et labora,
“pray and work.” For Martin there was no amuscnient or enter-
tainment, his waking life was work and prayer. He was not cven
allowed to sleep without interruption. At midnight the bells
rang to waken Martin, and he joined his brother monks to say
prayers and sing hymus for a full hour. Then the monks went
back to their cells to sleep again until six o’clock in the morning
when after prayers they had breakfast together in the big hall of
the monastery called refectory. And then they all went to work.

The monks of a monastery did not buy anything, they madg_
all they needed themselves. There were monks who tended the
gardens, monks who were carpenters, others who made the
habits, and others who made the sandals they all wore.

But there was also other work. In those days there were no
doctors to look after sick people. Only the monks had preserved
something of the medical knowledge of ancient Rome and only
monks cared for the sick and ailing. They made brews from
herbs, made ointments and they looked after suffering people.

Poor people aud old people who had no relatives to look
atter them, could starve and die of hunger — ncobody cared. It
was only the monks who would give food to anyone who
knocked on their door. :

There were also no schools of any kind. The monks were the
only people who could read or write. Even kings and great lords
could neither read nor write; they kept a monk to write letters
for them or to read to them any letters they received. The old
word for a priest or monk is “clerk,” and today we still cﬂ
office-workers “clerks” because they can write.

If a new monk like Brother Martin wanted to learn to read,
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r%ﬂ(v OQly books to learn from were from Roman times and were
in Ifatm — even the Bible was only in Latin — he had to learn
Latfn. So although the Roman Empire had gone, its language
Latin, remained the language of all educated people, the monksj
ind the priests. ,

. When Brother Martin learned to write, his fellow monks
liscovered that he wrote beautifully, and so he was told that his
:vork wo.uld be in a special workshop of the monastery called a
scriptorium.”

In the scriptorium the monks first prepared sheepskins with
sreat care, scraping them unitil the skins were fine and smooth so
hat one could write on them. Paper was unknown, only these
srepared sheepskins called parchment were used for writing.

-On this parchment Martin wrote slowly and carefully with
{uills. He copied the holy books, the Bible and legends of holy
nen; he and his brother-monks also copied books of Roman
“mes which had, somehow, been saved — so that the wisdom of

_i¢me and Greece would not be completely forgotten.

The first letter of a new chapter was often painted in glowing
dlours and often fine gold-leaf was used for ornaments; some
10nks ‘like Brother Martin could also draw and paint be;;utiful
lustrations. It took years ‘to complete such a book. Every book
‘as a thing of great value and was treated as a treasure.

A monastery in those days was not only a place of worship
id prayers, it was also a seat of learning, of knowledge, and of
tand beauty. A monastery was like a little island ofcult’ure. '

T )
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4. Roman Wealth and
Germanic Wealth

With the Germanic tribes we saw that even for justice cach man
relied on his own strength in the ordeal of battle, on his own
courage in the ordeal of fire. You had to prove by your own
deeds that you were right.

Strength in battle and courage was the thing they respected
most. Not only honour — but wealth and riches too-came to those
who had fought most bravely in batdes. But wealth, riches, among
the Germanic tribes became something quite different from what
the Romans called wealth; or what'we in our time call wealth.

We call a people rich if they have a lot of money which today
they can keep in a bank, though in Roman times there were no
such things as banks. If a2 ‘man was rich and had plenty of
money he had to keep it in- gfeat chests locked up in a vault'in
his cellar. Money in the olden days'was only gold, silver, copper
coins, for there was no paper-money. A rich Roman had chests
full of gold coins and silver coins in the vaults of his cellar.

And of course, the Emperor in. Rome had the greatest wreas-
ure of all — we can hardly-imagine the countless chests with
gold coins and silver coins which the Roman Emperors pos-
sessed — because all the peeople ofithe Roman Empire had to
pay taxes to them. - =« Lo on T sa o

But the Emperor.could:nét-ase:althis gold and silver for his
own pleasure, though a:goad dealfithe spent for-his dwn ltix-
uries. The hundreds:of-thosandsid isoldiers who:guarded.: the:
Roman Empire haditobe:paidiby-thed
him because. he:paidithemis I
the most partwere snot:Ro .

nations;.Greek, Egyptial
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When a foreign soldier had been in the Roman legions for
ten or twenty years, he could save quite a lot of money, and then
retire. He often went to a nice, sunny climate in the east of
Europe, Asia Minor or Egypt. And so for several hundred years
the money from the treasure-chests in Rome went cast. The
food for the great city of Rome also came from the east (Egypr,
Syria), and money fof it went east. And in time, the treasure-
chests in Rome became empty and neither the noble Romans
nor the Emperor had much gold left.

One could really say that the Roman Empire collapsed
because the Roman ruiers no longer had enough money to pay
foreign soldiers to fight for themn. All the gold had gone east and
there was hardly any gold left in the West, in Europe.

And so when the Roman Empire fell apart and was overrun
by the Germanic tribes there was very little money left in the
whole of Europe. Europe was terribly short of money of any
kind, gold or silver — even copper was rare. Business and trade
nearly stopped,; in the villages people made what they needed.

~How could, for instance, a King of the Anglo-Saxons who
had ‘conquered a part of Roman Britain reward the brave war-
riors who had fought for him? He could not say, “Here is a
Roman treasure-chest. I shall divide the gold coins among the
warriors,” he could not say so because there were no-treasure-
chests any more. But he could do something else: He would
say: “All the lands we have conquered, the fields and the forests,
the rivers and the hills, all belong to me, for I am the leader and
king. And I will reward you, my faithful warriors, for your brave
deeds. Those who have fought best will each be given a large
tract of land, and the others will get smaller pieces of land.”

And so it came that wealth meant not money, but possession
of land. And the greatest wealth — the largest pieces of land —-
went to those who had fought most bravely in battle. )

Later we shall hear about noblemen, lords and dukes, barons

and knights, but at first “noblemen” were Jjust warriors whio had
fought bravely in battle and had become the owners of large

tracts of land, masters of big estates. A nobleman, a knight or a

lord=in these early days was someone who had a large estate

given to him by the King,

4. ROMAN WEALTH AND GERMANIC WEALTH . 23

But there was something else. When the King gave land to a
man he said: “Because I have given you the land you must swgar
on oath that you will always be ready to come te my aid when I
need your strong arm and sword again. You must swear that you
will always obey me as your lord and master. If you dxsobcx me,
or rurn against me, I will take the land away from you and give it

» .
to someone clse. ‘ .
And so these warriors who were given land by the king

. sworc an oath of loyalty, an oath of “fealty” as it was called, to

thcfl\\l::i;a.n who had been given land by the king and sworn the
oath of fealty was called a “knight” which comes frole the samcf
word as the German word Knecht, “a servant.” A kmght‘means
the servant of 2 king because he had sworn to scrve the king.

This is how the proud knights of the Middle Ages, such

knights as the knights of King Arthur, all bcgar'x.‘. It began
because the kings could give no other rewards to their followers
but land, for there was no money to give — the Romans ha’d
spent all the gold. In return the knights swore an oath of feakt;a

But a knight who was given such a blg estate — acres an
acres of land -— would not work the land hlmsc?lf It was far too
big for one man and his family, and more }mppr@ntly, the
knight was a warrior, a fighter, not a peasant. Fighting was con-
sidered among the Germanic tribes a much n-oblcr occupation
than working the land, ploughing and haryestmg or herdmgi‘ 13.
warrior-knight would never do such a thmg. After all, he ha
cven gained the estate by fighting, he was given land for brave
deeds'—in battle, not for hard work in the ﬁeld; _

And so the knight who owned the land did not work in the
ficlds himself. But he said to other men: “I give you some of the
land if you swear an oath of fealty to me.and' fight for m‘e when-
ever T call you to arms.” And so each knight had men who were
his followers and worked for him and fought for him. They
were his vassals as he was a vassal to the king. ‘

And the knights needed armed followers, ready to fight for
their masters. For it was quite common in those fiays thfxt ne
knight who was not satisfied with his own possessions, wnth‘ his
ow; land, attacked another one to take land and possessions
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were not worthy to own the land.
Soif'you called an
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armed men, and said: “Please, will

5. The Feudal System

All things changed when the Roman Empire fell apart and was
overrun by the Germanic tribes. Even money became rare —
nearly all the gold and silver had gone. And another thing that
disappeared were cities.

These fierce warrior people, the Germanic tribes, did not like
to live crowded together as city people live. When the Anglo-
Saxons took a town or a city they did not settle down in it — they
had no use for the big houses and villas — they burnt them
down and destroyed them. The only thing they used were the
door-hinges: they took them off and made spear-heads of them.

Then they went and built the kind of dwelling they liked;
they cut down oak-trees in the great forests, sawed them into
planks and from these planks built little huts. Such a hut had

Just one room with 2 fire in the middle, one opening in the wall

for a door and an opening in the straw-thatched roof to let the
smoke out; that was all. '

A collection of such huts was a village; the Germanic people
did not mind living together in a little community, in a small vil-
lage, miles away from the next village. Every family in the village
had its own little plot of land, and there was also a piece of land
called the “common.” That was grazing land which belonged o
all of them and where each family could put their cows and
sheep for grazing. '

But such a littde village was aiways in danger of being
attacked by a knight who wanted more land. He might come
with his armed men killing any wheo tried to resist, and then take
possession of the land. . SRR

- . So.to find prot,gction_:ggéinst“»ssgcl;j;lk_,égtgc s, the peasangs weint-
to the nearest knight, the nearest gréat landowner who had::

”
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Now such a knight was always willing to do this, but at a
price. The price he demanded was this: first, the peasants had to
give a part of their crop to him; secondly, on certain days they
had to work for him on his land; and thirdly, they had to fight for
him when he wanted it. The peasants had no choice but to
agree. Now they had protection, but they had lost their free-
dom. The knight had become their master.

This happened everywhere in Europe — in Britain, in
France, in Italy, in Spain, the noblemen, the great landowners,
the knights had peasants who owed them allegiance, who were
in their fealty as the nobleinen were in fealty to the king.

Such peasants who were in fealty toa knight were called “vil-
lains.” Today we use the word “villain” to mean a wicked, evil
person. But, originally, it meant a man living in a “village,” a
poor man of low standing. And the knight and master was called
“Jord” which really means “one who is in charge of the bread
loaves,” the man to whom we owe the loaf of bread we eat.*

Thgge was the lord and the villains, or peasants. But there
was a third kind of people who were even worse off than the vil-
lains — the serfs. The villains at least had a piece of land which
they could call their own. The serfs had no land at all, and a per-
son who had ro land counted for nothing. The serfs belonged
to the lord, to their knight, just as the cattle belonged to him.
The serfs were nearly as badly off as the slaves in ancient Rome,
except for one thing: they could not be bought or sold like
slaves. But if the lord sold or gave away a piece of land, the serfs
who happened to live there were sold with it, they were consid-
ered as part of the land. They could never go away or run away:

if they did and were caught they were punished by death. The
villains too were not allowed to leave their lord and anyone who"

tried and was caught lost his life. :

This kind of order with the King as the highest, below the
knights in fealty to him, below that the villains who owed fealty
to the knights, and further below the serfs, this order is called
the “feudal system,” (feudal comes from fealty).

* Ol;;l English Ilaf loaf, and weard, warden, so hlgford was bread-warden, and this
word became “lord.”

i o o Ty,
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Now we shall sec how these people on the “fcudal” system
lived. While a2 Roman patrician would build himsclf a beautiful,
comfortable villa without fear of attack, a knight lived in an age
when only onc’s own strength could give protection, when
other knights could come and attack at any time. And so the lord
built himself a castle on a hill. From a hill you can sce enemies
approaching when they arc still far off, and it is much harder to
attack going up a stecp slope.

The castle consisted of a high tower, called the “keep.” The
keep was the dwelling of the lord and his family. Around the
keep was a great courtyard. In the courtyard was the water-well
(cvery drop of water needed in the keep had to be carried up
from the well). In the courtyard were also stables for horses and
barns to store food, as well as the kitchen (and every plate of
food for the keep had to be carried across the courtyard and up
the tower).

The courtyard. was surrounded by a thick, high wall with
watch-towers on it. The wall had only one opening, one gate

which had an iron lattice-work barrier which could be let down __ .

at a moment’s notice, this was called a portcullis. Around the
wall was a deep ditch, a moat with a drawbridge to cross it. At
night or when enemies approached the bridge was drawn up..

The high tower or keep had several floors. On the first floor
was the lord’s bodyguard, so that enemies would first meet this
bodyguard when they reached the keep. On the second floor
was the hall where the lord, his family and his warriors all had
their meals together. On the third floor was the bedroom of the
jord and lady. They had no cupboards; clothes were hung on a
pole in the wall. All these rooms in the keep were cold and
draughty. The windows had no glass but only wooden shutters
to keep the rain and snow out. , '

In the banqueting hall on the second floor, the table for the
Jord and his family stood higher than the table of the others.
Pcople used spoons and knives, but no forks; they cuta piece of
meat and took it in their-fingers. People used to eat a lot of meat.
Most of the vegetables we now have were unkunown then. Also'
farming was still very crude and primitive: there was never
enough hay to feed all the cattle through the winter. So in
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autumn many cows and oxen were killed and the meat was put
in barrels with brine (salt water) to keep. And right through [t);ll
winter they would eat this strongly salted meat. But after f tin .
this salted meat did not keep well and had a nasty smell whe P
was serv'ed. So, during the winter months a meal in a kni Prllt’lt
banquetl'ng hall was not very pleasant. After the meal musi;:gi .
called minstrels played and most lords had a jester wf’lo kept a;:s
company amused with pranks and jokes. prine
The. medieval castle was quite different from a Roman
hogse, 1t was not at all comfortable. It was really a little fortre
which was necessary in a time when what a man could take bSS
force became hi‘s property by right, when might was right ¢
When encmies approached, villains and serfs brought' their
families as well as the herds of cattle into the castle cou d
ﬁncé protection behind the thick walls. e
20 1t was not an easy, comfortable life fc ’ '
k-nlghts, and it was even harder for the villainso:n::lh:ei?: d"?hthe
was very.little comfort and-always the threat of war Bu.t there
people believed that only in fighting could a man- rove ;sfe
wortb — and:they looked up to the knights who trr:;in d f .
nothing but fighting. =
But the feudal system gave at least some protection to the

peasants — the lord, the loaf-giver did prot is villai
. . ’ ect h 11
serfs against being robbed by other k“igh}:s_ 1s villains and
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6. Knighthood

The life of a serf or villain in the feudal system seems quite ter-
rible to us. Neither serf nor villain could leave their lord — they
were in fealty to him all their lives, that is they owed him
absolute obedience. When the lord approached, the serfs or
peasants not only took off their caps to wish him a good day,
they also touched their forelock (the hair in front) as a sign of
obedience. Without any pay they worked two or three days a
week for him on his fields and brought him the crops, the meat
and the milk he and his fighting men wanted. Some men
worked in the castle as kitchen-boys or servants and some girls
as lady’s maids, cleaners or cooks and they considered them-
selves lucky, for.they were spared the hard work in the fields. It
may seem very hard to us, but strange as it may sound, miost
serfs and villains in these early times of the Middle Ages were*
quite content, for the lord did give them protection. He saw to'it ‘
that old servants were looked after — if a villain was sick the
lady of the castle came with herbs of some kind. So in soine
ways a knight with his villains and serfs was like a great family,
and if necessary, the villains fought bravely for their lord. ’
The lord, the knight, was brought up to know that he had
duties in the world, and before hie could give orders to others he
had first to learn obedience himself. Let us see how a knight was
brought up. First of alt enly.the son of a knight could become-a’
lfiiigh_'t himself —~— but he. had te- earn-.the. proud name:of
Let us take 0!’K’§llCh son.of a knight, - Godfrey, the sono!
Bgldwnn ' fUp o ‘the,ag ,-Godfrey. was ileft.wit
1other, La frorighi her.-he: learnéd::to 'sdy
fess0f, braverbier -
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and was sent to another kni ¢
learn the rules of knighthoogci];;é?nr ;:?s 3;);:: i:ﬁi:v s llowed o
dayls’sgoduii Godfrey, once l.le Wwas seven years old was sent many
famo_]us ﬁ:;); aw};ay from his h.omc to Sir Hugh the Redbeard, a
pmous £ DaoZrBut; man with a wild temper. Here Godfr’ey
Decame nfatl:e. ; ét d;mg a page to Hugh the Redbeard was not
et /(Who S;; od rey had to run errands not only for Sir
i & ou:e wildly at poor Godfrey if he did not run
 fasteno ;:ad tut also for every other knight or lady in the castle.
o e0 had o Cs;eor;c foc_)d ;}nd drink at meal-times, and there
was trouble | or W/lﬁfrey 1_f Sir Hugh’s cup was not filled as soon
o vas e pty. When $1r Hugh mounted his horse, Godfrey
! g to be th :;er t:fi;;)]l](: lzl;soztfl_rrup;ls :;nd when Sir Hugh returned
lead the horse to the s;able. I;?t, b:sidt:sl;l:llp }?lm oo and
: g;ii:’t::devery day for.several hours with svi::i’ glzdg)ec);:l i:lfi:l(:
, bow n kar.row. And if he was not quick enough in learr,lin a
j new trick in sword-play or missed his target with bo gd
2 :;rﬁy:’rﬁet iwads :old oft by the knights. There was no such Z:cc::;e -
i; o> am red.” A page — a future knight — had no business to
waSF;)rp Z:::D yse?:sl,;l flil'z*rxn gxe age ;)f seven to fourteen, Godfrey
. g - But, at long last, after his
?Ol:t;:iai t}:zct;)soi ;;nothesr_ st;_:{p and became a squire. Aio:l: ?:;::2
: age, Sir Hugh gave him sw. i
Z;r::ict):r axIl:d a horse of his own. 'Ig"?lat was a v:/)(::(’j?;;j; ’ds:lyfefl:r,
huntincyargo? ?ow on hc_rode by Sir Hugh’s side both for
puntir lgifelw or |g¥1tlgg. H‘xs f_irst battle, where he had to fight
oep St },{l as,at Sir Hugh's side. As well as his own, he had to
nocp Sir H rlsg: sH aerrlr;(!)(;xrt oclle:m and shiny and to look after ';ﬁs
. earn 5 i
sl’fow respect to older people, an:io;::(zv rrcljrlll:ee:syattotall?)clhes’ "
still he had to practice with his weapons — for k'ﬂe. I?Ut
weapons was the most important thing in becomin askxi‘ :’ "
Godfrey was a squirc for another seven years Angd llg ht
after fourteen years of training as page and s;]uire o\r&lrlz’e:l el?e’

reached the age of twenty-one
: -one, tl :
Godfrcy was to be made a knigh t.le" € came the great day when
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1t was a great ceremony. First of all, squire Godfrey wook a
bath (that was somcthing special, people did not bathe oftex in
their lives in those days). The bath on that day was really to
reimind Godfrey that he entered the order of knighthood with a
clean, pure soul, a soul not made “dirty” by untruthfulness, dis-
honesty or cowardice.

Then Godfrey had to spend the next twenty-four hours fast-
ing, without food or drink, for in those days people believed one
could pray to God better, if the body was not filled with food.
And when Godfrey had fasted for a wholc day he was led to a
church where he was left alone for a whole night, kneeling
before the candle-it altar, praying all night to God to make him
a worthy knight.

And in the morning Godfrey was led to the great banqueting

hall in the castle; there stood Sir Hugh and his knights, all in
splendid dress; and Godfrey kneeled down before Sir Hugh and
clasped Sir Hugh's hands and swore the three great vows of
knighthood: First, that he would always protect the Christian
faith and the Christian Church; secondly, that he would always
protect widows, orphans and those in need of his help; and
thirdly, that he would only fight in a good and noble cause (that
is not for wicked or silly reasons). And when he had sworn the
three vows, Sir Hugh took his sword and gently struck Godfrey
with the flat side on the right shoulder and said: “I dub thee
knight. Rise, Sir Godfrey.” Godfrey stood up, proud and happy,
from now on he was Sir Godfrey, a knight. And now he was
given golden spurs — the sign of a noble knight.

After this solemn ceremony was over, there was a speciai cel-
ebration of this great day. a tournament. When the knights were
not fighting in earncst, they had, at least, to fight for sport, and
such a fighting for sport'was called a tournament. ' ,

There was a covered pavilion from which:the ladies and the
older knights could watch as the younger knights tested their
strength against each other on the field in front of them.

First of all each knight who took part in the tournament
chose a lady in whose honour he would fight that day, asking her
for a “token” — either a kerchief, or a glove — which the ¥ aight
wore on his shoulder.
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\< For a tournament the tips of the spears were blunted, but

otherwise the knights were in armour as for a real battle. And
then two knights galloped their horses against each other and
tr;ed to strike the opponent’s shield with their spears with such
torce that the other man was thrown off his horse. Sometimes
both fell off, then it was a draw. But if one knight stayed in the
;gddle and the other fell off, the victor rode proudly to the clap-
ving ladies and handed the token back to the lady of his choice
ind she thanked him with a kiss for having done so well in her
10nour.

Sir Godfrey, the new knight, had chosen the youngest
laughter of Sir Hugh the Redbeard as his lady of honour. Young
-ady Jane blushed crimson when the proud new knight bowed
sefore her and asked for a token, and there was great laughter
.round her, for all lords and ladies knew she had for months
poken of nothing else but Godfrey and what a fine knight he
vould make. With her trembling hands she gave him her white

_4love and Godfrey rode off with the glove on his shoulder.

No lady watched with more anxiety than young Lady Jane
I}fen? Godfrey’s turn came. His' opponent was an experienced
night who had gained honours in réal battles, as well as many
»urnaiments, so few of the spectators expected Godfrey to win.

The two knights galloped fiercely against each other with
1ch force that both stout spears broke and splintered, but both
ien stayed in the saddle. So new spears were brought and they
rarred their horses a second time against cach other. This time
hen the spears crashed on the shields, the other knight lost his
lla‘rllq¢?<)’rffthci= hersé:. .. for afeweconds he waved his arms to
gain‘his'balance  but the héav{"arfiiGur ‘was too much for him-
d he came erashingdown, e oo B
T h‘efé'fivﬁe'ré‘-‘fgfé_‘zf ‘cHeers-in“the’ pavilion and Godfrey rode
oudly back'ts collect his reward: from Lady Jane who was too,

etjoyed And when‘an oldksiight

S

7. Christian Europe

If we think back to the time when the Germanic tribes con-
quered the Roman Empire, the fierce warriors who, at the
beginning of a battle roared their war-cries into their shields,
could go fighting mad. It was called “going berserk” when a
warrior in battle got so wild that he no longer knew what he was
doing. Now compare them with a knight like Sir Godfrey.

You can see that a great change has taken place. While there
was still the fighting spirit, reading or writing, for instance,
played no-part-in 2 knight’s €diic w the

dtion” But now the fighting
spirit was more tamed; a knight had certain rules. He had to

-protect widows and orphans, he could not fight for an unjust

cause, for evil reasons, and he had to show courtesy to ladies.
And all this shows that something much ﬁ(ner,'mt'lch nobler had
entered the human souls. What was 1t that had brought about
this change from savage warriors to noble knights? It was the
Christian religion. '

The Christian Spirit had begun to work on the souls; it
could not change them quickly, but there were already some
changes in people’s hearts. Think of t’helrkules' of knighthood,
think of Squire Godfrey fasting and praying a W‘HSTE“ night on
the eve of becoming a knight, then you can s¢ehow in the rules
of chivalry the old fighting spirit and the Christian spirit came
together. The word “chivalry” comes from the French dheval,

“horse, because a knight rode on a horse into battle, while the vil-

lains fought on foot. But “chivalfy’" soon had aﬁother{ meaning:
it'meant noble behaviour, behaviour fit for a knight, brave in the
face of danger but considerate, kind and courteous to ladies,
yotng children, old people.’ And it'was Christidnity which had
tranisformed the fighting fury of the Germ people into
B i ‘Atid the péople of that time, from the 16Wwest's
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powerful king, all felt that it was Christianity which had made
them better people than they had been before; they said: “it is
Christ himself who makes us better human beings — it is the
power of Christ which makes us truly human.”

And that is why they all, serfs, villains, knights and kings
loved their religion, loved their Christian faith with their whole
heart. Religion was the most important part of their lives. You
can see it from the churches they built. The homes they built
for themselves were very simple indeed. The serfs and villains
lived in crude wooden huts, the castle of a knight was much
more a fortress than a comfortable home; but no expense, no
work, no effort was too great when it came to building their
church. People did not mind living in hovels themselves as long
as their church was beautiful.

And they all looked up with the greatest respect to the ser-
“vants of the Church, the monks and priests whom they regarded
as holy men. The monks and priests were also the wisest men,

for they knew Latin, could read the Bible, made these wonder-
Ful books, and they had all the knowledge.

* The serfs and the villains gave part of their crop to their lord,
but another part — one tenth, “a tithe” — they gave to the
Church. Even if the peasants themselves went short and had
hardly enough — a part would always go to the Church. And
the wealthy lords and kings would make regular gifts, of land, of
herds, even of money, to the menasteries and churches.

Now the monks owed obedience to their abbot, but the

- abbots owed obcdience to the bishops, and all bishops owed
obedience to the Pope in Rome. So the ordinary people looked
up to their local monks and priests, who in turn looked up to,the
highest priest, the “Holy Father,” the Pope in Rome. Thus
Rome again became a centre of power, but not like ancient
Rome the power of the sword, — now it was the power of faith.
The Pope in Rome had no soldicrs, but even the most pow-
erful king would not dare go against the wishes of the Pope —
so great was the power of faith, of religion, in those days. There
were many kingdoms in Europe, but they all looked up to the
Pope in Rome.
- At that time when the Christian faith had such power over
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people’s souls, there arose in the East a new religion, a religion
that was to become an encmy and danger to Christianity.

The Asian shore of the Red Sca is a large peninsula, calkd)'
Arabia, which is one of the most desolate. dead and emipty lands
on carth, for it is ncarly all desert. Red-yellow rocks and sand
stretch as far as the eye can see; in places the winds have heaped
the sand together in dunes, which are forever shifting and mov-
. The sky is decp-blue and only rarely is there a cloud in this
blue sky and almost never a drop of rain. During the day the sun
burns down on the dry sand and the sands reflect the heat back,
and there is no tree, no bird, no little stream, but only the deep
silence of the desert.

Only here and there, miles from the next, there i1s a well with
water in the ground, surrounded by date-palms. Such a tiny spot
of life in the desert is called an oasis. Travelling from one oasis to
the next you may find, now and then, the bleached bones of a
camel or of a borse, or even of a luckless man who died of thirst
before he could reach an oasis. '

This desert is the home of nomadic tribes as fierce as the
desert itself. These are the Arabs. It was here in the desert, and™®™
among the Arabs that the new religion, the religion of
Muhammad, or Islam arose, which, at one time, threatened to
sweep over Europe and to blot out Christianity.
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rabia with its burning deserts is quite different.from thel_coo(;,
1ady forests and green fields where the Germanic people. chl .
ut Arabia is not all desert. Along the coast of the peninsula
sere is rainfall, and where there is rain, the earth becomes
i fertile. -
n?hr;grleyis grass giving @}Ccllcnt grazing for herdggrzé{rareifgidv
aluable plangsﬁgr~8§g;ifh§§§; Frankincense (Ofle of the g}ll ts of t Z
1agi) is ‘the résin, the hardened‘ sap of a'lxttle tree t ba‘t gr:::;
nly in Arabia, and myrrh, too, is the resin of an Arabian .

o

rankincense gives a sweet smell when it is burned. It.is used fi;
—4®@nse in church in honour of God, but much e‘arl‘ler? _»Gr_‘fe_gl:;_
hd Romans used it in their temples. M}lrrh too, gives a r_efresh-
ng scent, and was used by the Egyfjla_ns for embalming the
"u:r:‘}f: 'fertile part the Arabs kept herds of Sh;,,c,C_EL '.E?‘Lr}ilifar}d
1orses. They always had a great love for horses, and they brec1 a
qind of fast racing horse, with slender neck and long, slen l:r
egs which is the ancestor of all racing horsgs us.cd Foday. T le(
\rabs were master story-tellers ‘,‘A’Y,i,t},’,,%_.Q??“,f,_iffﬁfé‘,""“on' Thinl
>f the stories f Aladdin and his lamp, Al Baba and the Fo'rty
Thicves, Sinbad the Sailor from A Thousand and One Arabian

Nights. ...~ R

The Arabs wear the right kind of clethes for their hot _§9un—
try: loose -\jivhite‘;g&aﬁwcwl"dék‘g and 2 white head-d’o;ha tol;p.r;.o_t‘ectl L
thcm--frbfn_ the.scorching sun. While the day in Arabia is burn-

LR T . L e TR I N iy . TR et
‘with -thC'ca.raj.'ans,"thgggroup._c;f traveiters who jotned, togeth
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the heavens — the silvery light of the moon, these were the gods
which they worshipped.

And the most holy thing for these star-worshippers was a
stone that had fallen from heaven. We would call it 2 mete-
oritc, a shooting star. A mcteorite is really something ‘that
comes from the world of the stars o the carth. On some nights
you can sec showers of them. They burn when they come into
the earth’s atmosphere, and thagi;wfh'c"'fiéi"it‘\}\'/é see. Most of
them are burnt up before they ever reach the earth, but some-
‘times the meteorite is quite large and although a part of it is
burnt, there is still a piece left when it hits the ground. When
examined it is found to be iron. The shooting stars, the mete-
orites which come to us from the world of the stars are always
iron. ‘

For the Arabs, such a piece of iron that had come from the
stars was the most holy thing. It was kept in the holy city called
Mecca where they made a special building for that holy stone,

abunlwd}l}gshaped like a cube. This building was called the
Kasbn, e S e :

"7 And ‘it was the gustorn of every Arab at icast once a year to
make a pilgrimage to the holy city of Mecca and go into the
Kaaba, the cube-shaped building, where there was the black stone
and around the stone were carved figures of the star-gods — and
there he worshipped the star:gm;w?gg };ow‘yustom}:é* ' _

Now about six hundred years after the birth of Chsist (A
570) a boy called Muhammiad was born in Mecca, in this holy
city, His parents died when he was still voung and so
Muhammad was brought up by an uncle. It was not a rich. fam-
ily and Mubammad had soon to make himself usefu!. He first
had to work as a éﬁcpif’é and later on he. :

ater on he became a camei-driver

for journeys acr: >ss the désert.
Now Muhammad adbeen bro
ks cople

ught up to worship tar
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became rich himself through this marriage and he now had
time for this question which worried him more than anything
else.

In the end he decided he could only find a true answer to his
question if he were quite alone, far from other people. So he
went far out into the desert until he found a little cave. And
there he stayed, alone with his thoughts and with his questions.

And suddenly he saw a great hight, and in the light an angel.
And Muhammad was so terrified of this vision that he ran away
and hurried home. But at home the angel again appeared to him
and spoke to him. The angel said: “The one and only true God
wants you to lead your people, the Arabs, away from the wor-
ship of idols and stars — you are His chesen prophet to teach
them the true God.”

Muhammad was at first not at all prepared to follow the

command of the angel, but he had more and more visions; he
saw countless angels, he saw not only one heaven but seven
heavens, one above the other, and in the end he accepted that he
was "indeed chosen to be the Prophet of God, of Allah as God is
called in Arabic. T

At first only his own family, his wife, his uncle, believed in
him; the other people of Mecca turned against him, and he had
to flee for his lif€. Bit among other Arab tribes he found follow-
ers who were even willing to fight for hiin. For several years
there was strife and battle among the Arabs — those who were
for and those who were against Muhammad.

The leader of Muhammad’s enemies, a man called | Omar
decided to murder Muhammad. Armed with a dagger he suc-
ceeded in getting into Muhammad’s tent. But as Omar lifted the
dagger to strike, Muhammad looked at him calmly, without say-
ing a word — and Omar could not strike. He dropped the dag-
ger and fell on his knees beforc Muhammad and cried out:
“Allah is great and you are indeed his prophet.” Omar became a
faxthful follower and later, a great leader, of the Arabs.

Soon aﬂ thc Arab tribes acknowlcdgcd Muhammad as
Prophet-of Allah and he entered Mecea in in triumph. The carved
statues of the Gods in the Kaaba were destroyed but the black

stone from Heaven, so declared Muhaminad, was to remain o
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holy. The Kaaba at Mecca is a place of pilgrimage for all follow-
ers of Muhammad still today. .
Muhammad died at the age of 62 in Mccca commandinghis
successors to: “Spread my religion to all pcoples of the world,
and spread it with fire and sword.” And that is what they did.



9. The CreScent of Islam

il the sayings of Muhammad — the visions he had s:;;en1 odf
e ' f life which he ha
3 1s, and all the rules of hite whic
yeels and of the heavens, ¢ of! ict e
chn to his followers (who are called Muslims) — werc wr;tt;:n
. is the holy < for
1 in a book called the Koran. The Koran is the holy book fo
> 1 1 - -~ ~r
N Muslims as the Bible is for Christians, but they perhaps pay
e istians, but Y perhaps pay
re respect to the Keran than Christians do to the Bible, as can
10 Ct t
fi a little story. .
¢ seen from a litt ~ | * .
The Arab leaders who came after Mutiammad, his ;-U(;f:l-
> served the Ce Al
ors. were called Caliphs. One day a slave served the Ca x}zi
H Y . . » ‘{ rop—
i § slave had the mistortune ot
dish of soup and the poor sfort L drop-
- \ing the whole plate of scalding hot soup i; his m‘zlster'. ?jh ko :_;
h fear ife ' is k and cried:
i 1 lave fell to his knees
vith fear for his life the s . i< b
vritten in the Koran that the Blessing of Allah is on the m
vho controls his anger.” ation
« ‘ 7,7 sal aliph.
“] am not angry,” said the . . |
The slave continued: “It is also written in the Holy Book t?at
i 3 i1 em.
Allah will reward those who forgive any harm doiic to th
4 forgi > said the Caliph.
“I forgive you,” said the Ca ‘ N
But ti slave went on: “It also says in the Koran thf;t Alla\h‘l
g : :ed for an cvi
highest blessing is for those who return a good dced for a
d(’:_(:d.” : .
" Youshall |
said the Caliph,

see how: the Koran was respected by

: g e - »
ave vour freedom and hundred pieces ot gold

the Musiims.
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Some of the rules of Islam may seem very strange to us: for
Instance a man can marry more than one wife, he can have up to
four wives. A woman must keep her hair covered, and stricter
Muslim women even keep their face hidden under a veil in the
presence of any man except her husband. A woman’s beauty is
for her husband and for no one clse.

But there is one rule which had the greatest influence on
history. Muhammad had commanded that it was the duty of
every Muslim to convert other people, pagans, Christians,
Jews, to Islam. If they could be persuaded to become Muslims,
well and good. But if words were no use, then they must be
forced; as Muhammad said: “Convert them with fire and
sword.” And it is written in the Koran that any Muslim who
dies fighting for Islamn, for his religion, will go straight to
heaven, to everlasting joy, no matter how wicked or sinful he
was in life.

Before Muhammad the Arabs had lived contentedly in their
desert lands; but now fired by this command, they came forth
from Arabia to conquer the world for Islam. S

Muhammad had given his followers a flag; it was a green flag .
with a white crescent moon on it and a-white star. ‘They had
worshipped the moon and the stars long before Muhammad;
now they had the moon and star again but as signs of the new
religion, Islam. :

The buildings where Allah is worshipped, called mosques,
are also moonlike — they -have rounded domes like upside-
down half moons, and on top of the dome is the sign of the cres-
cent moon. Even the Arab swords, called scimitars, were curved
like 2 crescent moon. As Christianity has as its sign the cross,
Islam has as its sign the crescent moon. -

[t was with the sign of the balf-moon before them that the
sons of the desert set out an their wars of conquest. Following
their green flag with the white moon and star, riding their flect-
footed desert horses, brandishing their curved swords and with
the war-cry la laha il-Allah on thei 1:"I'i-ps;, the: k
battle with utter fearlessness; for death:i

abs:stormed into
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:se wild, fanatical horsemen. Army after army sent against the
abs were scattered, city after city surrendered.

Now it is very interesting to see which countries were con-
ered by the Arabs. To the north there was a remnant of
cient Rome — the Eastern Roman Empire with its great capi-

Constantinople which ruled all the castern part of the
editerranean including the Holy Land, and the holy city,
-usalem. It was an empire of great wealth, of flourishing trade,
gold and treasure. It was, of course, Christian land, although
: people of the Eastern Roman Empire did not accept the
thority of the Pope in Rome. It was an empire where much of
: knowledge, the wisdom of ancient Greece and Rome was
li alive, where beautiful churches were built and beautiful
ages were made of little coloured stones, called mosaics. But
:se cultured people of the Eastern Roman Empire did not
ht — they preferred to pay others to fight for them. But their
nies were scattered and beaten; the Holy Land and Jerusalem
1 €6>the Arabs. Only at Constantinoplec itself did the Arabs
pthey could not take it.

But the Arabs did not trouble about Constantinople; they
-ned west and conquered Egypt. They stormed on and took
: whole coast of North Africa until they came to the strait
1ere Spain and Africa are close together. The Arab leader, their
neral in this part was called Tariq ibn Ziyad. The Arabs
»ssed from Africa to Spain in boats and Tariq, the general, was
: first to set foot on the great rock on the other side. From that
1e onwards this rock which the Romans had called the Pillar
Hercules was called Tariq’s Mountain, in Arabic Jebel-Tariq;
d it is still called Gibraltar to this day. Later it became British,
t the name still honours the Arab leader who first set foot in
rope.

The people of Spain who were deveut Christians fought
wely, but they too were defeated. Only a small remmnant in the

leys and mountains of the Pyrences remained free and kepta.

1e kingdom of-their own. But all the lands which we now call

ain” and Portugal came under Arab dominion, under the

minion of Islam, the religion of Muhammad.
If we look at the lands conquered by the Muslims from

o et
h

TRIETRE

B o
i e R I

S

9. THE CRESCENT OF ISLAM

. o
Constantinople south, the whole North Africa coast and

Spain in the north again, these lands form roughly a crescent \ 4

moon around Europec.

43

to

The Arab swords were moon-shaped, the domes of the
mosques were moon-shaped, there was a moon on their flag,

and their conquests too, formed a great arc, a crescent nMoon.
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In the beginning the Christian faith was not spread by force; the
early Christians did not even fight to defend themselves against
the persecutions. Yet in spite of the persecutions, more and
more people in the Roman Empire became Christians. Like a
candle-flame the light of Christ went from heart to heart, and
conquered Rome without force. Later, when Winfred felled the
sacred oak of Thor, he did not have an army of soldiers for his
protection. He went alone and unarmed among the pagans and
converted them by the strength of faith in his own heart, with-
out force. :

By contrast, Islam was spread by fire and sword. Countless
dead"tarked the path of the Arab victories — Islam was spread
by force.- ' :

Yet the Arabs could also be amazingly generous to their van-
quished enemies. Like the desert which changes from the
scorching heat of the day to the refreshing coolness of night, so
thesc sons of the desert could quite suddenly change from
blood—thirsty' fury to calm, generous and noble behaviour, as the
following story shows. o

Omar, the man who had once tried to murder

-‘Mubammad, later bccam’c a great leader and Cd’l'ifih of the

Muslims. He continued the Arab conquestsiimtthe edse and 1€d

his warriors against the:great kingdom ‘of Persia. The people of -

- Persia were not Christians, they worshipped- Ahuramazda, the
_g"g_d- pf sunhight. But the; l?ers.ians,;tpo; scouls
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“No,” answered Harmosan, “only that our armies were
weaker than yours.”

“Then preparc yourself to die!” shouted the enraged Omar.

“I am rcady,” said the Persian. “Burc as a last favour, may |
have a drink of water?”

Omar made a sign that the prisoner was given a cup of
water. Harmosan took the cup ... but then hesitated and did
not drink.

“Are you afraid the drink might be poisoned?” asked the
Caliph Omar. “Fear not, we Arabs do not poison our enemiics.
You shali enjoy your last drink and [ swear by Muhammad —
may his name be praised for ever — that no harm shall come to
you until you have drunk the water in this cup.”

Harmosan looked steadily at the Caliph and said: “I hold you
to this promise, Omar,” and then he threw the cup to the
ground so that all the water was spilled in the dust.

“I understand my life is safe until I have drunk the water that
was in that cup,” said Harmosan, “but I will never drink it now
— it has gone.” o o .

For a moment Omar’s face went red with fury — but then
he said: “What I have sworn I have sworn; and what I prom-
ise, 1 keep.” He spared Harmosan’s life and cven let him go
free. _ : o
As long as they were fighting and conquering new lands, the
Arabs were merciless, but once a country had comc under their
dominion, they showed great tolerance to the vanquished. For
instance, when Jerusalem, the Holy City, was taken, most peo-
ple of the city embraced the religion of Muhammad. But the
Jews and the Christians who refused were aliowed to worship in
their own way. Not only, this; Christian pilgrims from Europe -
were allowed to comi and visit the holy shrines. of Jerusalem:
the hill wl}ere_.(;bf .l'.;.ad;b‘eén;_ crucified, and: the,tomb where.
He had risen from the dead. - . '
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E:;:;i cities far more magnificent than ancient Rome had ever

T.he most famous of these Arab cities became Baghdad
tbe city of the Caliph Harun al-Rashid. (There are marz(x;r sto ’
ries about him in the Thousand and One Nights). The palZce o;~
the Caliph in Baghdad was the most luxurious building in th
world. This palace was surrounded by large gardens V%ith li:
tle §tfreams, fountains, ponds, the green iawns dotted with
pavilions where musicians and dancers were always ready to
amuse their master. The palace itself had hundreds of roo}r,ns
the walls decorated with mosaics and the floors covered with,
soft Persian carpets. But the most splendid of all these rooms
was the Hall of the Tree which contained an enormous tr
maf:le of solid gold and the leaves were made of silver T;:
frmts.on that tree were clusters of rubies emeralds: and
pearls. , ’

But it was not only the Caliph who lived in such luxury.
The Arab merchants of Baghdad were so rich that it was quitl(;
common among them to spend vast sums every day on alms

for the poor, quite apart from what they spent for their own

pleasure.

And not only the rich, but all people of Baghdad enjoyed a
wonderful lifestyle. At a time when serfs and villains in Euyro
never t_ook a bath, and a knight only on special occasions, at t}i):
same time the citizens of Baghdad had thousands of ’ ublic
baths, all with hot and cold water and steam-baths. P

In. Europe the roads were so bad that you walked in clouds of
dust in dry weather and knee-deep in mud when it rained. In
B.aghdad the streets were paved and roofed over with arcade.s to
}gln;‘e ;zroteclliio!n .against sun and rain. Moreover, at night, they

ad street-lighting — so i e |
ot ;gr X ht%r- mething that came to Europe only a
In Christian Europe only the monks looked after sick peo-
ple, b{Jt the monks knew very little about medicine. But the
Arabs in Baghdad built the first public hospital. The Arab doc-
tor, Al-Razi, who was in charge of the building of the hospital
wanted to build it in the healthiest part of Baghdad. To find out
where that was he hung pieces of raw meat in different parts of

i - Sttt A it s e i,
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the city and the part where the meat kept fresh longest he chose
for building his hospital.

In Europe thc wisdom and knowledge of Greece and
Rome had been destroyed and lost when the Germanic tribes
swept away the Roman Empire. They did not appreciate
knowledge and books, but belicved in a strong arm and a
brave heart. But when the Arabs conquered the Orient they

~still found much of Greek and Roman wisdom and books

containing this knowledge. And the Arabs were eager to
absorb this knowledge for themselves. Whatever they could
learn — from Greeks and Romans, from pagans, Christians
and Jews, from India and China they absorbed it, collected
it and wrote it down. . :

In Europe neither kings nor knights had any tinie for books.
Books wzre only found in the monasteries, and a monastery
with a hundred books was very proud of its great treasure. But,
one of the Caliphs, the Al-Mansour of Cordoba inn Spain, had a
private library of four hundred thousand books.

The Arabs were cager to learn, and so in Baghdad the great
Caliph Harun al-Rashid built a “House of Wisdom” as he called
it, a great building where all the knowledge from everywhere in
the world was coliected in books and where great teachers
instructed thousands of students in this knowledge — in medi-
cine, astronomy, physics, chemistry. This House of Wisdom in
Baghdad was really the first university, and the very beginning
of all. modern science. :

In Europe people had only the Roman numerals and these
are no use for doing complex calculations. 1t was an Arab, Al-
Kwarizmi, — who introduced the numerals which we now
use and call “Arabic” numerals from India. One of the most
important aspects of the Arabic numerals is being able to write
something for nothing, for zero. In fact, the word zero comes
from an Arabic word. Al-Kwarizmi also wrote the first book
on the rules of arithmetic, how to add and multiply and
divide. . :

A Christian monk, Gerbert, heard of this great art of arith-
metic which the Arabs had. He learned the Arabic language, and
went to an Arab university in Spain. It was through this monk

y
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Gerbert that arithmetic came from the Arabs to Europe
(Gerbert later became Pope Sylvester I1.) ‘

The same man who wrote the first book on arithmetic also
wrote the first book about algebra, which is an Arabic word and
means “putting together again.” And if you don’t like arithmetic
and algebra be grateful to the Arabs for sugar. The use of sugar

for r‘nakmgv sweets came o us from the Arabs, as did the art of
making perfumes for scent.
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11. Charles Martell, Poitiérs,
| Charlemagne

Arab civilization was far ahead of Christian Europe. Not only
were houses, cities, food and comforts far superior to anything
that existed at the time in Europe, but more importantly, they
had universities (“schools of wisdom”) and had-a knowledge of
every kind of science far beyond anything among the Christians
in Europe. Even to learn basic mathematics, a monk had to go to
an Arab university. And it was the same with the science of med-
icine. All the knowledge our doctors have today to heal and to
cure illness and diseases would not be here if men from
Christian lands had not gone to the great Arab universities.

Yet, Arab civilization was not really so wise; it only collected
all the wisdom and knowledge they.could find — the wisdom of
ancient Greece, of Egypt, Persia, India, China. It was like a man
who could not make up a2 new story himself, but wrote a book
with all the good stories made up. by other people; such a man
has not created something new, but at least all ‘the stories are
now in one book. Arab civilization. could be compared with
such a man — it did not produce much new wisdom, but put all
the old wisdom together and taught it in the universities. It was
like the moon which has no light of its own, but reflects the
light of the sun. - B T T :

Now we have seen: the Arab-power-réached like ‘a: crescent
moon- from Constantinople. (which wassstill. Christian) to the-
Pyrenees Mountains in the north of Spain: The whole of Spain
was i,n‘Arabha;nQ}s: St e ) . o -

.- Inthedand,
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'I:xnplrc was conquered by the Germanic tribes they also
1‘nvaded Gaul. The tribe which invaded Gaul called ’them};elve
“the free people” which in their language was frank Thesz
Franks conquered Gaul and so the land becaine “Fran.ce 7t
land of the Franks. In time, the Franks became Christians’ 'anlcj
so north of the Pyrenees there was a Christian country, F;*:;nc
and south of the mountains Spain was a Muslim count : -

It was the command of Muhammad that Islam WIZ; to be

spread by fire and sword to all other nations. After a t<ilme the
Arab rulers in Spain looked for new conquests: there was France
on the other side of the Pyrenees — and once France fell, th

whole of Europe would be theirs. e

And SO a vast army of five hundred thousand crossed the
Pyrenees. mto France. Wherever they came, churches and
monasteries went up in flames, monks were killed, and prisén—
ers were taken to Spain as slaves. ,

At that time the King of the Franks was, unfortunately, a
weak young man for whom the lords, the great landownersy, of
France, had no respect. A king in those days had no army — he
depeflded entirely on his knights to bring their “vassals,” their
fighting men when they were needed. They were badly ;1ecded
{1,ow, tfl'orlalr;ady the whole of the south of France was overrun
Yet, the lords and knights i ing
whom they doeoe gats would still not fight under a King

But then another man came torward. He owned more land
than any other knight in France, he was the most powerful of
the lords and had more vassals — more fighting men — than
anyone else, and in the battlefield he was a terror to his enemies
He was the highest minister of the king. It was this powerﬁli
man, Charles, who called the knights together. When he offeréd
hutnself as leader against the Arab invasion, the knights with on
voice agreed to fight under him. )

And so at last an army of Franks marched against the Arabs

The year and the place where the two armies clashed shoilld bc

remembered, for it was one ofithe most important battles of his- -

tory: It was in 732,-and took place near the town of Poitiers
' The battle lasted seven days. Arabs and Franks fought ali da
withdrawing to their camps at night and starting to fight again ir); |
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the mornings. For seven days both sides fought savagely and
fiercely. On the night of the secventh day the Franks heard a great
noise in the Arab camp and when the sun rose the next morning
the Arabs had left, leaving their tents and hundreds of thousands
of dead bchind. This battle of Poitiers had not only saved France
but the rest of Europe, too. If the Franks had lost, Arabic might
now be the language of Europe. ’

From that day on the great leader of the Franks was called
Charles Martell (which means Charles the Hammer) for the
“hammering” he had given the Arabs.

Charles Martell, the leader of the Franks, was now so greatly
honoured and respected that he could easily have made himself

.king, but he did not do so. He felt it his duty to support the

unrespected weak king. But for these peoples only a strong man,
a fighter, a great warrior could be their ruler. When Charles
Martell died, his son called Pipin the Short, for he was short and
stocky but full of energy and ambition, did not hesitate to make
himself King of the Franks. The former king was forced to
become a monk and spend the rest of his life in a monastery.

The grandson of Charles Martell, the son of Pipin, became
one of the greatest rulers in history. He was called Charlemagne
which means Charles the Great (inagnus is Latin for great).

There are many stories of Charlemagne, of his deeds and the
deeds of his knights — as many as there are about King Arthur
and his knights. And whenever there are so many stories then it
is a sign that people for hundreds of years remembered a king
with admiration. :

Now Charlemagne, the grandson of Charles Martel, had
one great ambition from his earliest youth. It was like a great
dream before his mind. This ambition was to create a new great
empire, as the Roman Empire had been. But it was to be a
Christian empire, and an empire of the Germanic peoples, nota
Roman one.

At that time the different Germanic tribes had each their
own kingdoms, small ones, large ones, and none of these was
willing to surrender to Charlemagne without a fight. It was
again like an ordeal. If Charlemagne wanted to rule an empire
— like the Roman Emperors had done — he had to fight for it
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and prove by war and battle that he
new empire to Europe.

- And "that is what Charlemagne did. In Italy anoth
Gggpmmc“tribe, the Lombards, (which means “long beardsi)r
had_ established their kingdom. (Lombardy is still called aft
them). East of France, across the Rhine, another G e

,“f'hO were sull pagans and worshipped Odin and Thor, had thei
kingdom:. They were the Saxons {saxe, short sword) k;nsme eltr"
the Anglo-Saxons in England. Charlemagne first o;ercar;1eril(1)e

.Lombards and so became master of Italy. Then in a long and ter-
rible war he subdueq the wild Saxons j ;

them to become Christians. And SO
Separate today were at the time of Ct
and one land: France, Italy, Germ;my.

was the right man to bringa

three countries which are
arlemagne under his rule

.
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12. The New Empire

The Franks, the first to defeat the Arabs, afterwards became the
most powerful nation in Europe under Charlemagne, who con-
quered the Lombard Kingdom in Italy and the pagan Saxon
tribe in Germany. -

The conquest of Italy was casy. The King of the Lombards
(the long-bearded people) was watching from a tower the
approach of the Franks. He saw thousands and thousands of
Frankish warriors and knights all clad from head to foot in heavy
rron armour. And in their midst was one talier than all others,
whose shield and armour seemed heavier than any other and
whose iron spear was longer than any other, who was riding an
enormous iron-grey horse. This was Charlemagne. And when
the Lombard King saw this mighty figure that seemed to be
made of iron he lost heart and fled without battle. So
Charlemagne, that man of iron as the Lombards called him, eas-
ily became master of Italy.-The Pope in Rome had been badly
treated by the Lombards; he was pleased to see Charlemagne as
master of Italy, for Charlemagne, with all his power, was always
obedient and respectful to the Pope. - '

The conquest of the pagan Saxons in Germany was not so
easy. The land of the Saxens was at that time still covered with
dense forests, marshes and swamps. The Saxons did' not come
and meet Charlemagne and his. Franks in open battles, but hid

- in the forests:and swamps-and let the Franks pass. Then they

suddenly attacked them in‘the rear when they least expected it.

And even when orte. Saxon tribe had ‘been defeated and had

sworn peace ‘and+obedierice: 1o »Charlemdgiié; they would rise

dagainst himtas seotrasithié Fraiks had deft:” R

¢ But:wheén-a: Saxon wibe Hadsbroken thieir sworti pi mise
‘ 2 gy

Coavbe s T
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umc.. five thousand Saxons were beheaded b
warning example to the others.

But Charlemagne could at other ¢
foe. One Saxon leader called Widukin
defeated and whose WAITIOrs were

mes also be a generous
d, who had never been

still holding thei i
def : g their own against
Franks, was curious to know what kind of pg;lson

l(jharle;:?agnc was, for he had never seen him. Dressed as a vil
C;n, this Saxon leader made his way to the town‘ th .
1ayrlemagr}e was staying at that time. It was mid inter,
Chr.lstmas time, and there was 3 church where 3 C
::;vxz::eh\::;s held. Curiously, the pagan Saxon looked inside and
s € emagne, the great king, kneeling humbly in prayer.
. gether with hundreds of other people. He heard them s}i’ :
Szxngzsdaendlsaz;”t;he llhght of many candles. It moved the w:;g

eply. cn the service was over, he wi up
. : ent b
Charlemagne and said: “I am Widukind, the Szlx:)1 IOISIY Pt
et , n leader, your
c f;t ?:;rrl;r?zﬁ?:k sal? “No, on this day, the day of the birth of
hrist, ‘ Of any man on earth as my e
mt}% ;ne Sas my friend and share the Christmas mzal :Z:EY!-JSC,?"’C
o aed az;lon stayed — he became a Christian as later d{d his
I, nd they became loyal subjects of Charlemagne

derexcll tloméilﬁrlst the Saxox:is, then other Germanic tribes surren

arlemagne and his rule stretched fro ,
m France f:

thlc:f;\st of Eu-rope. Now; to the south of France there waZeS ain,
;:a ich waslstxll under Arab rule. The King of Spain Marsiri?;n’

§ a cruel, mean and treacherous man ’ .

: - He was so evil
.:l(;;ne of his own'noblemen rebelled against him and :l‘::lh’oltlh:;lt
.Kmy wte;‘e Muslims, the_y begged Charlemagne, a .Christiagn
Chﬁie come - to thel'r help against wicked Marsilius
z magne came to their help and crossed the Pyrenecs with-

-winter,
hristmas

: t H i
Charlemagne not with arms but with a splendid welczr;eccc\:i:l(i

b )

: I:11;1quets c:!md glfts, he assured Charlcmagne ot his friendshi

his l:'::;gre:ethto give Qharl.cmagne a part of northern Spain. But irl:
-reart the cunning king planned a revenge for the.*hﬁmilia-

.tion that he had to treat a.Christi . L
lost a part of Spain. ristion king as rioid and had also

El

y the Franks as a
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When the Franks eventually marched back across the
Pyrenees to France, their rearguard — the last group of soldiers
— was under the command of Roland, a nephew of
Charlemagne. The greater part of the Frankish army was many
miles ahead when the rearguard with Roland passed through a
narrow gorge. Suddenly there was the wild Arab battle-cry:
thousands of Arabs came from their ambush behind rocks and
rushed down in the Franks. Roland and the Franks fought
bravely but they were outnumbered, and one after another the
Franks died. Roland, bleeding from many wounds, puta horn to
his lips — a famous horn called Oliphant — and blew it with his
last breath. So loud was the blast that Charlemagne, miles
ahead, heard it and cried: “This is Roland’s horn! Let us turn
back!”

But when they came to the valley they found Roland already
dead and beside him the broken horn — it had burst with the
hero’s last blast. '

Now having also gained a part of Spain, Charlemagne ruled
an empire almost as large as that of any Roman emperor. One
Christmas-time when Charlemagne madc a journey to Rome
and was kneeling during the Christmas service in the church the
Pope lifted up a golden crown — a crown such as the Caesars
had worn — and placed it on Charlemagne’s head, and called
out: “I proclaim thee Caesar Augustus, Emperor the true
successor of the Roman emperors!”

Out in the street the people shouted: “Hail to the new
Caesar, hail to the new Roman Empire.” .

So the great dream of Charlemagne had come true. The year
when this happened is easy to remember — it was AD 800.

But although Charlemagne had become a mighty Emperor,
he had no better education than any other knight of the Franks;
while he could fight and hunt, he could neither read nor write.
Yet now, as a great ruler, he realized what a precious thing
knowledge is, and though he was well over fifty years old, he
tried to learn what he had not learnt in childhood. He kept
under his pillow a wax-tablet, a little board with wax on it, and a
“stylus,” a pointed piece of wood. And every morning he prac-
tised writing letters on that tablet. But he was already too old —
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his hand could no longer acquire the skill, his mind could no
longer learn something new, and he never mastered the art of
writing. ) '
“Just because the arts of reading and writing were denied to
hiniself, Charlemagne wanted other children to have them. And
he made a rule that both his noblemen and the poor, both
knights and peasants,“should send their children to the monas-
teries so that they should learn to read and write. And he, the
great Emperor himself; took the troubije to visit the monastery-
schools to see what progress the children made. On one of these
< visits (he made many) he came to such a class of children, sitting
around a good, old monk. Some children wore fine clothes
which showed that their fathers were rich and noble knights.
But there were also children in poor rough clothes, even in rags.
Now Charlemagne asked the children, one after another, to
read to him from the great book the monk held on his knees.
And it turned out that the ill-clothed boys and girls could read
-well and fluently, while the children in fine clothes stémmeie_d
an 'ut':tercd._ Charlemagne was furious; his eyes blazed with
anigér.- he shouted: “You lazy crowd! Do you think that your
father’s wealth or a noble rank is all that m
that none of you will come to any high ra
kingdom.” But to the poor children he sai
with you and I shall see to it that you will
tions in the land when you grow up.”

This rule of Charlemagne that all children should: learn to
read and write was — at ¢
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13. The Vikings

Charlemagne had built up a great empire — the Empire lof
Germanic peoples, an empire that was thc successor to the
Roman Empire. But as it was also a Christian exjnplre,“lt v;n,s
called the Holy Roman Empire of German Na”tlons. Ho y

meant it had the blessing of the Church, “Roman rIleant that it
was a renewal of the ancient Roman Empire, an(# of German
Nations” .meant, of course, that it was an empire of Franks,
Saxons, Lombards — of Germanic peoples, Sf peoples v:h(i~
spoke 3 language which was, one could say, the “grandfather” o

rman. A : , .

mo‘é‘::‘ a(f;'tf:r Charlemagne’s death, his two. sons divided tl;{z
Holy Roman Empire. One son took the .Kl.ngd‘om of the' »fran

and, in time, this became France, a land with its own laaguage,

‘the French language. Thé,other'part was , still called Holy

Roman Empire for it included not only _‘Gcrrr.lany but also lI’ltaly
and Rome. The river Rhine was the border-line betwee_n ‘these
‘two lands — west of the Rhine France, east of t_he Rhine t};e
Holy Roman Empire of German Natl.ons —‘Wthh was rea er
Germany. From now on two new nations existed: France an.

Gerlgrlllzltn}(r-jharlcmagq¢is sons wére not like their faxtherci If
Charlerr'xag::rvl‘é.gé‘lc;.a‘ Command 1t would net ha\.lc. oc:},lc_ufre : t_(;
‘anyone to argue.or, to disgggyjm_youv,hgd;__t‘h?;fcg:l1ng‘t is manl
o th e A8 mand, His sons.were not like this; a_n‘d‘
1e5..and. robbing;each
ith all: that.st
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13. THE VIKINGS

And they came in their dragon-ships from the north: they Y
sailed along the coasts of Scotland, England, France, Spain, and
even into the Mediterranean. They came upon villages and
towns and cities on the coast; they robbed and plundered and
killed; they burnt down houses and churches, and, being
pagans, they massacred every monk and priest they found.

Not only did they attack places on the coast, they sailed up-
river on the Thames in England, on the Seine in France, and
carried death and destruction deep inland. Sometimes they car-
ried their ships on their backs from one river to another so that
no place anywhere near water was safe from them. And they
came regularly. Every year from spring, when the ice on the

rivers melted, to autumn, fleets of dragon-ships appeared here
and there spreading terror and leaving behind them a trail of"
death and destruction. :

In those days of the Norsemen, people in Britain, Ireland,
France lived in a state of continuous terror; there was no protec-
tion, no one could foresee when they would come or where
they would turn up. Every day in their churches the poor, terri-
fied people prayed one prayer: “From the fury of the Norsemen
deliver us, O Lord!”

In those days, in the wholc of Europe, life became harder, -
people became poorer and more ignorant, than they had ever
been before. The Dark Ages became very dark indeed.

Being utterly fearless sailors, they sailed their dragon-ships

" where no man had dared sail before. One of these dragon-ships
sailing far north of Scotland was caught in a storm, for days it-
was driven through heaving waves; at long last the Norscmen
saw land. They made for it and went ashore. They found that
there was not a single human on that island, but it was large and
there was good grass for herds. When the sea was calm again,
these Norsemen sailed away, they sailed south and after many
adventures came back to Norway and told their tale of the beau-

tiful empty island. : \ .

Another Viking, Floki, heard the tale. He had killed the son
of a king and to'avoid the.king’g revenge, Floki decided to leave
Norway with his family and with his men and to settle on that
island. And so they sailed. Some ships carried fighting men,
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others carried their women and children, other ships carried
household goods, and there were also ships with cattle and
sheep, with sacks of corn, so that they could make a new start
whén they came to the island.

“*But how could they find this island? There were no maps in
those days, they had no compass; all they knew was that the
other Vikings had been caught by the storm a day’s sailing north
of the Faroe Islands. So they made for the Faroe Islands and
sailed for a day north. But what now? They had thought of what

they should do. Floki, the leader of the fleet had brought with

. him three ravens. Now the raven is not a sea-bird, it is a bird

that likes to be well inland. And if a raven is taken far out to sea
and then set free it knows by the wonderful wisdom that God
has given to wild animals, where the nearest land is, and will fly
to it by the shortest way — it will make for it in a straight line
(“as the crow flies” we say still today). And so Floki with his lit-
‘tlé fleet, surrounded by the trackless sea, and nothing to guide
‘them ‘released the three ravens. Two birds came back, but the
chird one flew off and the Norseimen saw it getting smaller and
naller until it disappeared. But they had well marked the direc-
tion. And before nightfall they came to the island they had been
seéking. The raven, the sacred bird of Odin, had shown them
the way.

They named-this island Iceland; it is still called so today.
Soon other Wkings followed Floki and élso settled in Iceland.
And the Iceland Vikings were thq'wi‘l’djcs_’t’, ‘the most lawless of
the Norsemen. But there was one of them, Eﬁc the Red, who
was so wild, rough and troublesome that even 'this__x‘:;ékl‘éés’ lot

\yé{uld not put up with him. They b:in'i's:ﬁea him for three years. -

o Undaunted Eric the Red sailed away, buthedld not s_‘:';fl:l’)':.i;{.-;'l{(‘:;o

MNorway, he sailed west where rio man had sailed before, The

¢ ought they hid seen’the last of hiri
me badl with his boat and, hls;
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1 ic still £ t. And he sailed out with a

P land? m::g(li:;{l;:—tll)l(l):: ritrllwt;:-:mctisibrection of the setting sun.
;ffv:crn:i‘:;s‘?hcy came to 4 rocky shore wl}c;c theydfoglr:idbi ;vocrr1

d sai nty of deer and wi
e 53‘1‘:: ut? :ltll::::e;r :r?;ct::,:;eﬁftllidt};wcet berries from whi'c.h
tilc bal:adcoa pleas:mt,-tasting wine. And Leif. Eri.cson called Sl:s
;;rcu)i, ginland. They brought the news of Fhelr dxscov(;:ry b;cb aci
Greenland and for many years Vikings sailed forwag as anoup o
B o oachectand Iilled by the natives of Vinland. Afe
iki attacked and killed by '
:Q:?EZ 3ial:ings stopped sailing there. It walslmulchf tea(s;lre(;t;)l ;(:t
and plunder in Europe. Later on‘they also lef reen
because the climate changed and it beca}me . 1t;)o C(:m ;)te "
Iceland remained Viking. But the Ic.elandlc V'lr : nis wrow
stories of Eric’s and Leif’s journeys in boo;(s.h im ar;:d Vin,l o
books gathered dust on shel(wi/cs, r;o r:;e (;'ie;\ ! Cth;r:r,s ey thee
was forgotten. Only in modern tur s study (s
i nd that Vinland was nothing

zlriebr?::):s V?f;g;lx:)l;: ‘::grf::)‘;ss, these Vikings had been the first t

discover America.




14. King Alfred and the Danes

The ’?rayer: “From the fury of the Norsemen deliver us, O
Lord” was heard in every part of Europe. The Norsemen e;ren
conquered Sicily, the great Mediterranean island south of Ital
But there was one country which suffered more from then}:
than any other, and that was the land of the Anglo-Saxons
England. The English coast is only a short sea-journe from,
Denmark, and it was mostly Danish Vikings who came tc}; lun-
der and to kill. And worse, after a time some Danes 5ettlI<)3d in
parts of England themselves, and now they could make raid
attack and destroy on land as well as by sea. ' ”
Now in these terrible times there was a ruler of England
who fully deserves to be called “the Great” in the history bioks
He did not make great conquests like Charlemagne, but he dici
much good for his people, the Anglo-Saxons, or Sa:;ons as the
lnowdwc‘erc Cfl“ed. Some of the good things he introduced hav)e'
t:;:seteG rz;gt}.xt nto our time. This great and good man was Alfred
There is a story about Alfred’s childhood. He was the
youngest of five brothers. Once, when Alfred was only six years
old, his mother, the Queen, showed her children a beatz,tif'ul
book. The initial letters were in blue, red and gold and with
beautiful iliustrations on the parchment pages. The five boys
crowde.d around her, admiring the book; the older boys cou}’d
recognize a letter here and there, but none of them could read
properly. The Queen would have liked her children to be able to
read and she said to the boys: “As you all like this book so much,

I will give it to one of you — to the b ho wi
who can read it.” , oy who will be the first

 Alfred, the little one said: “Can I try too?”
Of course you too can have a try,” said the Queen.
Alfred went straightaway to the old monk who taught the

..
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princes, and he spent many hours every day leaming to read.
His brothers were not lazy, they were all keen to get this beauti-
ful book and they worked hard. But they did not work as hard as
Alfred. And, to their surprise, it was Alfred who came one day,
asked his mother to open the wonderful book and read it to all
of them, without a single mistake He had won the prize.

Alfred remained fond of books and reading all his life, but he
was not given much time to enjoy peaceful reading. The Danes
came again and again from their strongholds and the Anglo-
Saxons had tc fight for their lives. First Alfred’s father,
Ethelwulf, was killed in a battle against the Danes, and then, onc
after another, his clder brothers lost their lives fighting the
invaders. And so Alfred became King in AD 871.

He soon showed that he was as good in warfare as he was
with books. In several battles he defeated the Danes and they
took to their ships and sailed away. But now Alfred snowed that
he was not only a warrior but a man who could use his head.

He thought it would be better not to wait for the Danish
ships until they landed and their warriors came ashore — no,
they should be fought on the sea. And he made his Anglo-
Saxons build ships and when the next fleet of Danish ships
could be seen approaching, the Anglo-Saxon ships sailed out to
meect them and in the following sea-battle the Danes lost haif
their ships and men and suffered a terrible deteat. The Danes
were so disheartened that they made peace with Alfred and their
king even swore an oath by Odin and Thor, that the Danes
would never come and trouble England again.

Alfred — who would never break his word — trusted the
oath of the Danes. But they were treacherous; when the Saxons
were quite unprepared, the Danes came suddenly again, but this
time with many fleets which attacked England in many places at
the same time. Alfred had no time to gather an army. his few sol-
diers were defeated and the Danes overran the whole country.

King Alfred had to flce and hide from the Danes who wanted
to catch him and to kill him. He had to disguise himself; dressed
as a peasant he wandered from village to village, always in dan-
ger of being found by the Danes who hunted everywhere for
him. The peasants who gave him shelter for a few days before he

k
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passed on to the next village never betrayed him to the Danes,
they loved their King and hoped one day he would rule them
again and drive out the Danes.

At one time King Alfred was given shelter by a poor
cowherd a man who looked after other people’s cows as they
grazed on the green slopes of the English Downs. The cowherd
knew that the man dressed in the rough clothes of a villain was
King Alfred, but he did not tell his wife who the visitor was.
Perhaps he thought she was inclined to chatter and gossip and
might by a careless word, give the secret away. His wife (who
worked in the fields as well as looking after the household and
the cooking) was not too pleased to have a visitor in the house
who did no work. One day, when she had to go out to work in
the fields she thought that this idle. fellow ceuld. at least do
somethmg to earn his keep. She said, “Look, my good man, I
have put some cakes in the oven. I have to go out now, but you
watch theae cakes and when they are done, take them out.”,
Alfred promlsed he would keep an eye on the cakes and the

3

Saxon WATTIOrS agamst the Danes; and in hlS mmd he saw the
Danes driven back, he saw Saxon warriors storming the Damsh
ships, he saw the Danish ships set on fire and burning and on
ﬂames He could even smell the smoke of the burning ships —
yes; there was the smell of something burnt the whele,
full of it. But it was not the Danish ships, it was”the smcllr bf the
cakes bumed black in the oven. And Jjust.at this. moment. the
"co .herd s wife came in by the door She saw and smell

hut was _
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me, my lord — 1 would never have spoken so rudely, had 1
known who you were.”

But Alfred laughed and said, “You were quite right, I should
have kept my mind on the cakes. But your cakes have not been
burnt in vain; while T was day-dreaming and forgot about the
cakes, I have formed in my mind a plan to drive out the Danes.
And when England is free again, I will remember the pcople
who have sheltered me in my time of need, pcople like you two,
and you will be well rewarded.”

This is the famous story of King Alfred and the Cakes. And
the plans Alfred had made while the cakes got burnt, his day-
dreams, came true. In secrecy Alfred cailed the noblemen of the
Saxons to a meeting when he told them his plans; in secrecy a
fortress was built deep in the forests where weapons were storcd
and men prepared themselves to fight. And in secrecy, messen-
gers went round, from village to village, telling the Saxon peas-
ants to be ready to rise against the Danes when King Alfred
would call for them to strike.

But no general would venture a battle without first finding
out where the cnémy forces are weakest and where they are
strongest. King Alfred too wanted to know the places where it
would be best to strike at the Danes. Now King Alfred was also
a master in playing the harp and he could sing very well. He dis-
guised himself as a minstrel, a musician and singer who went
from place to place, entertaining people.

The Danes had camps here and there, all over England. And
Alfred, as a minstrel, went from camp to camp, playing his harp
and singing. And the Danes enjoyed his music and gave him 3
few coins for his songs. But all that time Alfred kept his eyes
open and noted which camps had many warriors and whmh had
only few.. :

When Alfred had- found out all he wanted to know his
messengers ‘hurried by night fromrvillage to village, from cas-

“tle to castle. The Sixens: brought: out their: hidden: weapons'

and-atf ced - the Danes The"Danes Were tdken
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prisoners who had surrendered. There were thousands of
Danish prisoners, among them their King. They expected
death and even torture from the Saxons — and they were full
of wonder when King Alfred told them that they should take
their ships and go back to Denmark.

The King of the Danes could never forget the generous,
noble treatment Alfred had given to his defeated armies. Later,
this King of the Danes came as visitor to Alfred, and he asked to
be baptized and become a Christian. And he and Alfred became
such friends that Alfred gave him a part of England (East Anglia)
where he and his men settled as vassals of Alfred.

When other Danish pirates came and tried to plunder the
English coast, Alfred’s ships were ready for them and drove the
Vikings off. And so under King Alfred, England enjoyed more
peace than the people had known for a long time.

15; Alfred the Great

King Alfred introduced many things which are still important to
us today. He was a King with a great love for fairness and Justice.
At his time the ancient way in which Jjustice was done among
the Saxons — the “ordeals” of battle, the ordeals of fire — no
longer worked as they had in the past. A new way to give fair
Jjudgment had to be found, and so King Aifred had laws written
down in books.

But Alfred did not think that — as in Roman times — only
one man, the judge, should decide if an accused person was
guilty or not. He thought twelve people should make this deci-
sion, twelve men who were known and respected for their hon-
esty. These twelve “good men and true” should listen carefully
to everything that was said for and against an accused person.
Then they should discuss among themselves what they thought,
and finally all twelve had to agree on whether the accused was
guilty or innocent. This kind of justice is called “trial by jury”
(the twelve are the jury).

And this trial by jury is still the law of this country and it
proved such a fair and just way of judgment that it is used in
many other countries too. So King Alfred’s love for fairness and
Justice has been a blessing right into the present time.

But in those days of King Alfred there were no police: so
how could the King make sure that the wise laws he had given
were kept? King Alfred thought the Saxons themselves should

~ see to it that law and order were kept. And so he divided

England into counties, and the people in each county were
responsible for catching evil-doers and bringing them to justice.
Before King Alfred it was up to the man who had been robbed
to find the robber; now all the people of a village, all the peoplek
of a larger area, a county, were to help and to work together to
bring the robber to justice. S
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And the Saxons loved their great and good king so much that
this idea worked very well. At the time of King Alfred England
became so safe, the people were so honest that a traveller could
lose his purse on the high road and he could be certain he would
find it — days or weeks later — exactly where he had lost it, for
no one would have touched it. King Alfred had golden arm-
bands hung up on poles on cross-roads and left unguarded —
he did it to test the honesty of his Saxons — and not one arm-
band was ever stolen. Even the poorest Saxon serf would not
have wanted to disappoint his King.

Now that his country was at last at peace, he could go on
with his studies (remember he learned to read quicker than his
brothers). He even learned Latin when he was thirty-five years
old. And then he translated many books into English so that
cven those who knew no Latin should be able to read them.

‘But he wanted this knowledge not only for himself, but for
all the Saxon people. As the Danes had destroyed most of the
monasteries — the only kind of school there was — Alfred had
many of them rebuilt. And, like Charlemagne, he insisted that
children of noblemen should learn to read-and-write.

His studies and his work: kept King Alfred very busy. To
make the best use of his time he divided: his day in three parts:
eight hours for work (that meant seeing the people who came to
him with requests or complaints), eight hours for study (reading
his beloved books) and eight hours for rest. But there was one
difficulty about this division of the day —.In those days there
were no watches or clocks. Even the hourglass filled with sand,
had not yct been invented. There were sundials on which the
length: and direction of the:shadow, of a stick showed the time of

_éay*B_upon dull or rainy.days (which in Britain are most days of
the year).the sundials.showed no s}madowi and. noitimé}f‘ So-Alfred
, ;c;cgmg;gm; inventor, ma:ki_pg,his_.;qwn; kmde E
candles I length. 4nd sth
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parchment (sheepskin scraped so thin that it was transparent).
And there was a servant who had only one duty: to light a new
candle immediately the old one was finished. He also had to tell
King Alfred whenever one -hour had passed.

So Alfred the Great was an inventor, a learned man for his
time, a law-gives and a great general who had defeated the-
Danes. But he was also a merciful man, and, above all, he was so
truthful and honest that his people, the Saxons, called him
“Alfred the Truth-teller.” In the wild, rough times in which he
lived, King Alfred was like a beacon of light in a dark night, a
King loved by all the people he ruled and even respected by his
enemies. ]

When Alfred died, England lost a king as there are few in his-
tory, a man who was as brave as he was clever and as clever as he
was kind and just. His successors were not worthy of him, they
were weak and even cruel. The laws of Alfred wére forgotten’
and, what was worse, the Danes came back. And after thg Danes
other invaders came, and in the end,.the Siaxons came under_thé:_
rule of these new invaders. " R

N
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16. The Norman Conquest

‘ter the death of Alfred, Danish invaders came again in the
-agon ships. They occupied part of England, and the Saxons in
e other parts had to pay for their freedom. They had to pay to
e Danes large sums of money every year — this was called
anegelt — and then they were left in peace. If the Saxons did
>t pay, the Danes came robbing and plundering. In the end the
xons came to the King of the Danes and asked him to become
eir king, King of the Saxons as well. At least, in this way, they
ould not have to pay Danegelt as they would be subjects of the
me king. By this time the Danes had become Christians like
& Saxons, and as Saxons and Danes now lived in peace
gether, it happened more and more after that that there were
arriages between’the two people and they became one nation,
en their language became one. So in England the Viking
vaders and the Saxons, after a long time of struggle, came to be
1€ nation. A

It was about the time when Vikings of Denmark settled in
agland, that other Vikings, probably from Norway, made their
>mes on the east coast of Scotland. It was a Viking called
iwin who built himself a stronghold on a hill overlooking the
rth of Forth, and the name “Edinburgh” still reminds us of
iese Norsemen. The Lowland Scots of the east coast are
:scendants of these Vikings or Norsemen.

In England and in Scotland, the Norsemen first came only to
under and sailed away again. Then they came and took land,
ey settled and became Christians. And”what happened in
ritain also happencd in France: At first:the: Norsemen came

l;vg to rob and to destroy,then they took 6ne partiof France for

1emselves and settled ThlS part wis-‘called thc‘ 1ind: -of the -~
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Christians, and they wanted to be knights just like the French
knights. For this reason, the leader of the Normans agreed to
swear fealty to the King of France. Now taking the oath of fealty
was a long ceremony, and the Norman, Rollo, should kiss the
foot of the King of France as part of this ccremony. But Rollo
was oo proud to kiss anybody’s foot, King or not. When the
King put his foot forward to be kissed, Rollo took one of his sol-
diers and forced him to kiss the King’s foot for him. Still, in this
way he became a knight of the King of France with the title
“Duke of Normandy.” But neither Rollo nor, after him, his sons
and grandsons, bothered much about the King of France: they
made war against other great lords, or they made peace, as they
pleased. But the Normans could not help admiring the French
for being more civilized than they were and they took up the
ways of life of French knights, they even gave up their own lan-
guage (which was like Norwegian), and spoke French.

Now Normandy is just on the other side of the Channel
from England, and so quite often Saxon knights visited Norman
knights and Norman knights came to visit England. And there
came a time when the King of England liked the Normans bet-
ter than his own people, the Saxons. This King of England,
Edward, had spent his youth as a page and squire in Normandy
among Norman knights. When he came back to England, even’
when he became King, he was more a Norman than a Saxon.
King Edward had no son and as he grew old he decided that the
crown of England should go to a Norman, not to a Saxon lord.
And so he made a promise to William, Duke of Normandy, that
he should become King of England after Edward’s death.

So when Edward died, William of Normandy sent a message
to England that he claimed the throne — it had been promised
0 him by Edward. But the Saxon lords and noblemen did not
want a Norman king and they chose one of themselves, a Saxon
lord, Harold, as King of England. This did not please William:
he gathered a great army of knights and fighting men to take
England by force. And, on the other side of the Charmel
Harold gatherea an army of Saxons ready to fight the N ormans
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the Normans to come, a fleet of Viking dragon-ships attacked
the cast coast of England. Harold and his army had to go and
fight the Vikings and drive them off. And so the south coast of
England was not guarded by a strong army. Just then, the
Normans came in their ships across the Channel and could land
easily.

William of Normandy was the first to step ashore, but as he
did so he stumbled and fell. There was a great outcry from his
soldiers for they thought this was a sign of ill-luck. But William
shouted, “Did you see, my friends — the earth of England has

. received me as lord and.master.” This put good heart into his
" men and soon the whole Norman army had landed.

Harold and his Saxons heard the news that the Normans had
come just after having driven the Vikings off and although they
had been marching and fighting without rest they marched as
fast as they could south to meet the Norman foes. And so the
two armies came to face each other on a grey October morning
in the year 1066 near Hastings.

~The Saxons had taken positions on the top of a hill and
wiited for the Normans to attack. And the Normans came, rank
behind rank of horsemen, foot-soldiers and archers. But in
front of the Normans rode a solitary horseman. He was
William’s favourite minstrel, his musician. All great lords had
knights who could play the lyrc and sing to it, and these min-
strels were great favourites with their masters. But William’s
minstrel, Taillefer, was also an expert juggler. And as he rode in
front of the Norman army he threw six swords in the air, one
after another, and the swords were like a circle of steel flashing
in the air around his skilful hands. Nearer and nearer he came,
and behind him the Norman ranks. And then one of the swofds
flew high into the air but it did not come back into his hand, it
came down on a Saxon warrior and strick him down. And at
this moment the Normans reached the Saxons and the battle
began. King Harold was surrounded by his body-guard on top
of the hill. But William of Normandy gave his archers the order
* - to shoot their arrows high in the air, and the arrows came down
like a rain of death. One arrow struck King Harold in the eye

L
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they fled in all directions. William had won the battle and the
crown of England. }’

The Saxon lords and noblemen who had been against him,
now hurried to swear fealty to William, and he entered London
in triumph. Through his victory at the Battle of Hastings in
1066, William the Conqueror — as he is known in history —
became King of England.
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Holy Land. He szid- “Christian warriors fiow there is a great and
noble cause to fight for — , tight thatr will surely have the bless-
Jing of God. Feel it in your hearts that it is the will of God that
you save the Holy Land from the Turks.”

And like a roar of thunder there came from all these thou-
sands of men the cry — like one voice: “Diey [, volt (God wills
it).”* And as a sign that they devoted their lives and all their pos-

red strips of cloth in the form of a cross on their breast and
shoulders. It was the sign of the War of the Cross, or Crusade as
they called it.

From the Council of Clermont the knights hastencd home
and prepared themselves for the long Journey. Many of them
sold their land and theijr castles in order to have money for the
expedition. But not only knights, also villains and serfs left their
ploughs to become “Crusaders” and no master wouid have
dared to hold them back. Merchants left their shops, shepherds
their flocks, men with wife and children left their families to the
care of God, and set out. Monks went to every village to tel]
people about the Crusade, so that there Was not a place in
Europe that was not in wild excitement.

With cverything done in such haste it was not surprising that
the first army of Crusaders who set out for the Holy Land came
to a sad end. This first army of Crusaders consisted mainly of
peasants who had no money to pay for their food. At first they
marched through countries where the people gave them food as
they Passed through, but then these first Crusaders came to
Byzantium (now Greece and the Balkans) and the Byzantines
(who did not recognize the authority of the Popc) would not
give them any food without being paid for it. The Crusaders
then took what they needed by force. The Byzantine Emperor

* In modern French Diew le vet.
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provided ships to move the ragged army across the Bospho.ruyto
Asia Minor. There they were attacked by Turks who massacred
most of the Crusaders, only a few being captured as slaves.
After the first army of Crusaders came to such a sad cnd,' a
much better prepared and well-organized army was gatl?ered in
France under the command of one of the bravest knights in

Christendom, Godfrey de Bouillon.
Godfrey de Bouillon was the leader of the Second Crusade,

the most famous of all the Crusades.
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was so little gold, but in the Orient there was so much of it. A
Crusader could hope to bring some of that gold back to the
Christian lands of Europe. So for Fred, the villain, there was not
only the holy duty to fight the Turks, there is also the hope of
freedom — that he would come back a knight, a free man, as
well as the hope of gold. And there were hundreds of thousands
of villains and serfs like Fred. Perhaps if there had been more
gold in the Christian lands of Europe; if, in Roman times not so
much gold had gone to the Orient, there would not have been
quite so many men willing to join the Crusades.

But a knight like Godtrey de Bouillon had no wish to enrich
himself by going on a crusade. Yet, for Godfrey, too, there was
not only the holy duty to take the Holy Land from the Turks,
there was also another reason. We could have heard this reason
if we had been present at a meeting Godfrey had with his closest
friends. At this meeting Godfrey said: “We are all fiiends here
and so I can speak freely without fear that what I say will be
betrayed to monks of priests, and what I want to say is this: I am
sure you all feel as I do that our Christian Church which we
love ‘wholeheartedly is not what it should be, for it is under the
absolute authority of the Pope in Rome. No one is allowed to
think for himself, no one is allowed to ask questions about relj-
gion or the Church; if anyone does so, he is called a bad
Christian and threatened with punishment. Kings and lords
have to obey the wishes of the Pope in worldly matters as well as
in religion. Surely, this is not what Christ wanted. But in the

Orient, in Greece, in Constantinople there are Christians who -

do not recognize the Pope. Perhaps we can learn from them.
Perhaps, Wh(;-n_ we have taken Jerusalem from the unbelievers
wg's;h{éll.;l_ggiﬁbl«: to make jer'usalem, the Holy City, the centre of
a neWChr an .Chqrch, a Church independent of Rome, inde-
pendéht- Ofth( Pope. My friends, let us hope that, in time,'thc
ew: f1 Church of Jerusalem wiil ‘take the place of the unfree
Ro 1€ Where everyone is uqc‘i.e_r authqgi;éy, of the
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a new Church was another reason to join a Crusade. As we will
see later on, this hope was not fulfilled, but it was in the hearts
of some knights when they set out.

So both among villains and knights there were all kinds of
other reasons to join the Crusades as well as the religious fer-
vour to save the Holy Land from the unbelievers.

Now Godfrey de Bouillon was in command of the second
Crusade, a great army of a hundred thousand men, mainly
French and German. The knights of this army had sold their
land and castles to.have money to pay for their food on the jour-
ney. They rode and marched through France, Germany,
Hungary, through the Balkan peninsula and Greece, then they
passed through Constantinople; unfortunately the Crusaders
did not stay friendly with the Christian people of
Constantinople, because secing the gold and wealth there
tempted many soldiers to rob and plunder.

When the Crusaders came to Syria, the country north of the
Holy Land, they had their first battles, but they also encoun-
tered othier enemies, more terrible than the Turks. The worst of
these enemies was the hot climate. The heavy iron-armour
which the Crusaders wore became a ghastly burden in the
scorching sun of Syria. Nor did the Crusaders know that in a
hot climate dirt is full of germs and you have to keep clean to
keep healthy; they were not used to washing themselves prop-
erly, and soon infectious diseases, epidemics broke out which —
as there were no doctors among them — killed thousands of the
Crusaders.

- For three years the Crusaders battled through Syria, and lost
more men through epidemics than through fighting. When, at
long last, they had fought their way to Palestinc and came before
Jerusalem, there were only twenty thousand Crusaders left —
onc hundred thousand had set out. But for these twenty thou-
sand it was a great day, a wonderful day, when they saw thc Holy
City, Jerusalem, before them for the first time. Knights and
common soldiers cried with joy, some sank to their knees to
thank God for being allowed to see the Holy City, some kissed
the ground. '

But Godfrey de Bouillon was not very happy, he was deeply
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worried. He had only twenty thousand men and Jerusalem was
not only surrounded by high, thick walls, but also defended’by
sixty thousand Turks, three times as many men as he had.
However, undaunted, the Crusaders prepared themselves to
assault the city. :

After five days preparation the first assault was made. The
Crusaders carried long rope-ladders with grappling-hooks.
They threw the ladders high up, the hooks gripped the top of
the wall and the Crusaders begin to climb up. But the Turks
knew how to deal with them: they cut the rope of the ladders
with their swords and the Crusaders toppled down and crashed
to the ground. After a day in which they lost many brave men,
the Crusaders returned to their camp, sadder but also wiser.
They realized now that they had to build siege-towers to take
the city. They set to work, knights working side by side with vil-
lains and serfs, cutting down trees in a nearby forest, and from
the wood they built towers on wheels, towers as high as the
walls.

And so, at long last, came the day of the great assault. B*rut
before the assault was mad- something else took place. The
whole Crusaders army formed a great procession and — well
out of reach of Turkish arrows — they walked round the walis
of Jerusalem singing hymns and saying prayers. The Turks
shouted insults and curses from the walls at the strange proces-
sion, but the Crusaders carried on, undisturbed.

And when they had completed the great round, trumpets
pealed and the assault began. The creaking towers with knights
on the top were pushed to the walls. The Turks sent hails of
arrows against the approaching towers, they also shot flaming
arrows, arrows on fire, and here and there these flaming arrows
set a siege-tower on fire, but other towers reach the walis.
Shouting and cursing the Turks poured buckets of boiling oil
onto the Crusaders, but they still came on. Then the bridge of
one tower touched the top of the wall, a knight rushed across —
the first to set foot on the wall — it was Godfrey de Bouillog. A
great shout: “Dieu le volt, God wills it,” rose from the Crusa&:rs
when they saw Godfrey defending his foothold against the
Turks. Then another knight joined him, and another. Now
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“Nisaders from other towers gained the walls. And after fierce

hting the Turks were driven from the walls. But now the bat-

continued in the streets of Jerusalem and the Crusaders
aght for every house.

It is sad to say that in this furious battle inside the city
smen and children too were killed by the Crusaders. But at
1g last the fighting was over and Jerusalem was in the hands of

¢ Crusaders. Godfrey, the commander, takes off his armour

d his weapons, and dressed only in the coarse long shirt of a
lgrim he walked barefoot to the tomb where Christ rose from
e dead and remains there in silent prayer.*

The year when Jerusalem was taken by the Crusaders was
199 — thirty-three vears after the Battlc of Hastings. Many of
ose who had set out, had died. Sometimes in old churches you
1d the tomb of a Crusader knight. On such tombs there 1s a
rving of the knight with his arms crossed over his breast. If
ere is a lion under his feet it means that he died on a Crusade.

~4{_ Now the Holy Land had become a new Christian country,

id the Crusader knights offered Godfrey the crown of this new
yuntry, called the Kingdom of Jerusalem. But Godfrey was too
.odest and he refused. And so his brother, Baldwin, became the

rst King of Jerusalem. This Kingdom lasted for eighty-eight

sars and in that time Christian pilgrims could safely come and

sit the holy places.
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19. Saladin and
Richard Lionheart

The Crusader’s Kingdom, the Kingdom of Jerusalem, was also
called the Frankish Kingdom, as most of the knights came from -
France. Many of the knights had sold their land and their castles
to have money for their long journey, and when the Crusade
was finished they had no home to go back to. So many knights
stayed in the land they had taken from the Turks, and built cas-
tles for themselves. One can still see some of these Crusader
castles there today.

Now as they lived in the Orient they saw how the Turks and
Arabs lived, and saw that there were a good many things to learn
from them. There was the use of sugar, for instance, to make
things sweet; in Europe people had only known honey. Thcy

found the sugar made from sugar-cane much more useful for
cooking. That was how the Arabic word sukkar and the use of
sugar came to us. They also saw that the Turks and Arabs used
. many spices with their food — pepper, but also ginger and many
others, mustard, cinnamon. In a hot country one needs spices to
simulate one’s appetite. But it was not only the knights in the
Holy Land who came to like spices in their food. I have told you
" how people in Europe had to eat meat that was; kept i in Salt all

’ _through, the winter and how horrible it tasted. But when P ople

heard of the spices they put a lot of spices into: the meat and the
__(salt taste and nasty smell dlsappeared and they cou d’ p_] Qy their
meat much better. Soon no one in Europe wanted 1O £




84 THI AGE OF DISCOTERY

casy life could be with slaves to serve you, and so they began to
keep siaves. And then there were Frankish knights who fol-
lowed the Muslim custom of having a harem of many wives —
they bought slave-girls and kept them in a harem. Such a knight
usually had a real wife and kept a harem besides.

So Jerusalem did not become the centre of a new and better
Church than Romc’s, as Godfrey de Bouillon and his friends
had hoped. The Christian knights with their slaves and harems
in the Holy Land could hardly be examples of Christian life.

The first Crusader knights had known great hardships; they
had been great and fearless warriors. Their sons and grandsons
— born in the Crient, surrounded by slaves, living in luxury
and comfor: — were no longer warriors. And the Turks would
soon have re-conquered Palestine if there had not been other
crusades — armies of fighting men who came again and again to
the rescuc and saved the Holy Land.

But in the long run, these luxury-loving Frankish knights
could not keep the Holy Land. For about 88 years, less than
three generations, they held the land, but then there arosc a
Miislim ieader who was not only a great general and warrior, but
a man of noble character, 2 man who could well be compared
with the best of Christian knights, like Godfrey de Bouillon.
His name was Saladin. The Turks called their leaders not
Caliphs, but Sultan (the word sultanas, raisins fit for a Sultan,
comes from it). And led by the great Sultan Saladin the Turks
stormed into the Holy Land and conquered Jerusalem. But
Saladin was a generous foe. None of the women or children in
Jerusalem was harmed and they were allowed to leave Jerusalem
and to go to Tyre in the north of the Holy Land which was still
held by Christian knights. And even the men who were taken
prisoners were well treated and if their families paid a ransom
for them, they were released. The Christian Crusaders had
never treated the Turks so generously.

The fall of Jerusalem in 1187 was sad and bitter news to the
people in the Christian lands of Europe. Again the call for a
Crusade went out and three powerful rulers agreed to join
forces and to lead their armies together against the Turks. One
was*the King of England, Richard Lionheart, the other was
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Philip, King of France, and the third was Duke Leopold of
Austria. 14

But from the beginning, the .pride and jealousy between
these three rulers was so strong that they could not work
together. The jealousy between the French and the English was
so great that they would not attack a Turkish fortress together —
it was arranged that one day the French and one day the English
should attack. In the end the fortress surrendered and Sultan
Saladin paid a great ransom for the Turkish soldiers and they
were allowed to go back to him. But the King of France and
Richard Lionheart quarrelled so fiercely over the division of the
gold that the French king decided he had had enough of the
Crusade, and sailed home with his army.

Soon after that Richard Lionheart had another quarrel with
the Duke of Austria. The Austrians had stormed the walls of a
Turkish fortress and put up their flag, but Richard came and.tore
it down. And so the Austrians, too, left Richard, swearing they
would revenge the insult. The English now had to fight Saladin
and the Turks alone. But Richard Lionheart, although he o
proud and conceited, was a fearless leader and his knights loved
him. There is a little story which shows how faithful the English
knights were to Richard Lionheart, as well as showing what a
great and noble person Sultan Saladin was.

On one occasion Richard Lionheart and a few knights left
the great camp of the English army and went hunting. The hunt
took them further and further away until they were many miles
from their soldiers. Suddenly a band of Turkish horsemen
appeared and attacked the little group of hunters. The
Crusaders fought valiantly, but there were too many Turks.
Suddenly onc of the English knights called out: “I am Richard,

-the King. Come and fight me, you cowards!” Immediately ail -

the Turks turned on him and threw ropes over him to bring this
precious prisoner alive to Saladin. And while they were busy
with this important prisoner the real Richard and the other
knights galloped away and escaped. The brave knight was
brought before Sultan Saladin who immediately recognized (¥at
the prisoner was not King Richard. The knight told Saladin
what he had done, and Saladin praised him and sent a message
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to Richard Lionheart that for ten Turkish prisoners he could
have his faithful knight back. Of course, Richard agreed gladly.

For a whole year the English Crusaders battled against the
Turks. But despite their courage this small army could not
regain Jerusalem. They came so near that they could see the
Holy City in the distance, but they could not come any closer,
they could not defeat Saladin.

In that year of battles Richard and Saladin had learned not
only to respect but even thought very highly of each other. And
so they came together to make peace. Saladin, of course, would
not give-up Jerusalem, it remained in the hands of the Turks, but
he agreed that Christian pilgrims could come to Jerusalem
unhindered and could worship in the holy places. That was all
Richard could achieve, and more than he could hope for
because Saladin might just as easily have kept the pilgrims out.

So Richard set out for home, for England. But his troubles
were not yet over. The ship in which he sailed was wrecked ina
storm and he barely escaped with his life. Disguised as a pilgrim
he made his way through Greece, the Balkans, and up the River
Danube through Austria. But there he was recognized by a man
who had been in the Crusade, and the Duke of Austria had not
forgotten the insult. Richard Lionheart was taken and mmpris-
oned in a castle on the Danube.

His people in England had no news from him; they did not
know whether he was alive or dead. But Richard had a faithful
friend, a minstrel called Blondin who went to search for his
King: He went from castle to castle siﬁging a tune he and King
Richard had often sung together. After many mounths he came to

Castle Dureénstein where Richard ‘was kept— and when -

Blondin sang the first bars, 6f:

the castle sing the next bars; No
was.- Hg‘fhé§t¢néd{bé’c’k t
such'a great ranson
Richard réturii
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20. The Changes in Europe

The Crusades started with a wonderful enthusiasm — noble-
men sold their lands, fathers left their families, knights and vil-
l;xins went willingly to give their life in order to rescuc the Holy
Land from the Turks.

But what happened later? After they had taken Jerusalem t.he
Crusaders who had settled in the Holy Land lived more !1ke
Orientals than Christians. And the Crusaders from Europe
quarrelled among themselves so much that they could not
defeat the Turks. .

So in the end the Holy Land was again taken by the Turks,
and of the Crusaders’ Kingdom, the Kingdom of jert,.lsalem,
nothing remained except a few ruined castles. Whll-e the
Crusades seemed to be just a terrible waste of humanlhves, a
great effort and great suffering for nothing, it was not quite suc?h
a waste. While the people in Europe had hoped in vain to gain
the Holy Land, Europe gained in the end a great deal — it
gained things no one had thought of when the Crusades starﬂegﬂ.

A peasant from France or from Britain had only ever seen his
poor little piece of land in his homeland and the f:lum§y ways of
farming of his father and grandfather. He had hve@ in a crude

cottage and did not even know that life could be different. And
then this man “took the Cross,” he went east and he saw the
Orient. And when he came back again he surprised the people
of his village when he opened a littde bag and showed a few‘
;,séeds, saying: “We and our fathers before us have never known

~ .any, other wheat than one with short stalks and about six grains
" on each ear. But in the East I have. séen wheat with proud long

“stalks'and Wen_ty}graig‘s,pr morg,orneach ear..I have brougha‘:t’l:;g' »
R AT R S vears. time-we shall all have thres -
seed. grains‘with me. I a few years timie:we shall all, h%%f
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And then he also said: “Another thing I saw was that people
in the Orient use cows’ manure to keep their ficlds fertile.
That’s another thing to give us more and better food. But I have
not finished,” said the returned Crusader, “I have also brought
seeds of plants you have never seen before: cabbage, carrots,
spinach, cauliflower. And also fruit you have never heard of:
apricots, peaches, plums.”

The village people could hardly believe him — but a few
years later they saw his rich yield of corn, his tasty vegetables, his
juicy fruit and asked the Crusader for seeds of these wonderful
plants. So the Crusades brought better ways of farming, new
and better food to Europe.

Another thing the Crusaders had never seen before was a
beautiful flower-garden. And they liked the gardens so much
that they brought the flower-seeds and the art of gardening back
to Europe. Certain flowers — tulips, lilies and carnations ~— and
the love of flowers, the knowledge of when to plant each kind,
were brought to Europe by the Crusaders. And they also
brotight home the art of making scent, perfume from flowers.
As Well as the word sugar, candy and syrup are Arab words, and
the knowledge to make candy and syrup was brought to Europe
by the Crusaders.

Before the Crusades, people in Europe knew no other seat-
ing than hard chairs or stools. But in the East they saw people
recline comfortably on cushioned seats called sofa and divan in
Arabic. And they also saw that the Arabs did not slecp on the
wooden planks of a bed but put something on the boards which
they called muattress. These word as well as the objects came to
Europe through the Crusades. :

The story of paper is interesting. It was the Chinese who ﬁrst
invented a way to use sawdust and old rags adding water and
acid tn make a soggy mess called “pulp,” and then spreading the
pulp in thin layers on a board: Whén it dried it became a sheet of
paper. The Chinese were the first to have paper. The Arabs in
one of their expeditions to the East captured some Chinese and
from these prisoners learncd how to make paper. The Crusaders
learnt it from the Arabs and brought the knowledge to Europe.

But it was a smith in the city of Damascus who discovered
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that if you take an iron sword and heat it red hot and then
plunge it suddenly in cold water, the iron becomes not only
harder but also more flexible — it had become stcel. The mall
ing of steel was another thing brought back by the Crusaders.

To their surprise the Crusaders saw Turkish and Arab sailors
on their se~-journey use a little piece of magnetic iron which
always pointed north —a compass. But this too was originally a
Chinese invention. From the Turks the Crusaders learned the
use of drums for marching, it made marching easier to follow
the steady beat of the drum. '

In the workshops of the East the Crusaders saw beautiful
lcather work; they saw beautifully carved and varnished furni-
ture; they saw cloth _dyed in many colours. All this was
unknown in Europe and now became known througjh the
Crusaders. New crafts grew up in Europe, and soon the people
in Europe could make things which the Arabs and Turks liked
and were willing to pay for. And so, through trade, money began
to come back to Europe.

Through the Crusades great improvements came about in al}
peoples’ lives: food, flowers, comforts. But there was also somg)—r
thing else — a great change in peoples’ minds. The people who
went on the first Crusades considered anyone who was not a
Christian like themselves to be an evil person; they could not
imagine that anyone who was not a Christian by religion could
be kind, generous or, in any way, a good person. And because
they had this stupid idea in their heads they were so merciless in
their battles. But then they came to know such people as Sultan
Saladin, a man who was not a Christian, but had more fairness,
nobility and courage than many 2 Christian knight. Even
Richard Liorheart — who did not respect other people easily —
felt deep respect and admiration for Saladin. And so people in
Europe began to realize that a person is good through their
heart, and not because they are a Christian or a Jew or a Muslim
— that one must respect a person for what they are by them-
seives and must not judge them by their religion.

In the Orient the Crusaders also met people who we
Christians but did not recognize the authority of the Pope, h%
the people of Constantinople. And some of them began to won-
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der if there could not be a Christian Church which was not held
down by the Pope in Rome.

And the Arab’s knowledge of science, like astronomy or
medicine, also stirred the minds of the Europeans. So not only
material things, but also ideas changed through the Crusades.
The people of Europe had not gained the Holy Land, but they
had become more awake, more open to the world, and this was
the real gain of the Crusades. '

Europe had become richer in materia thin
ideas. Without the Crusades the Christian pe
would have carried on in their simple and prir
out even knowing that life could be different.

gs as well as in
oples of Europe
nitive ways with-
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21. Gilbert and‘ Rohesia

The Crusades had set out to liberate the Holy Land and
Jerusalem, but despite the initial success under Godfrey of
Bouillon, they lost the city to Saladin. However, he was a gener-
ous foe and gave his permiission that from now on Christian pil-
grims could visit Jerusalem.

: For Christians of that time a visit to Jerusalern, a pilgrimage,
meant so much that many made the long, arduous journey for
the sake of seeing the places where Christ had walked on earth.
The journey was not only hard, it was also full of dangers. If a
pilgrim got as far as Jerusalem he had nothing to fear for the
Turks kept Saladin’s promise. But if on their journey a band of
robbers attacked, taking the Christians prisoners and selling
them as slaves, there was no one to help them and no Turkish
ruler took any notice what happened to them. Yet, in spite of
these dangers, the pilgrims still came. And sometimes strange
things happened.

A merchant of London, a voung man whose name was
Gilbert went on such a pilgrimage to the Holy Land. But he was
one of the unfortunate pilgrims: the little band of Christians
with whom he travelied were attacked by robbers before they
got to Jerusalem, they were taken prisoners and sold as slaves.

Gilbert was sold to a rich man who used him as a gardener.

- During the day Gilbert tended the flower-beds and trees in the
large garden, but at night-time he was locked.up in a dungeon

‘because his master feared he might try to run away. It was a hard

fe for young Gilbert and he thought he would never.ii X

njoy freedom again. - ' :

Nowhis :master had a beautiful daughteriwhose: name: :
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And Gilbert, too, grew fond of the dark-haired béauty. He
had learned enough of the Arabic language to speak to her, but
during the day, when there were other servants and the master
himself about, the two young people could not speak of their
love for each other. The master would have killed Gilbert if he
had suspected his daughter was in love with this wretched
Christian slave.

But Rohesia came at night-time to the door of Gilbert’s
prison and they whispered together through the iron-bars, yet
always in fear that someone might come and it would all end in
disaster. Gilbert told Rohesia of the City of London where his
home was and she could hear from every word he said how he
longed to be back in his own land again and to be a free man
again.

One night she came with great excitement: she had got hold

of the big key to the door of Gilbert’s prison. She unlocked the
door and told him: “You must flee and go back to your own land
and your city of London.” ) ”
.+, Gilbert was overjoyed that at long last he had an opportunity
to escape. But he was also fond of Rohesia. She could not come
with him; a single man might, perhaps, succeed in getting away,
but a man and a woman together would be caught in no time.
And so Gilbert said: “I must leave you now, dear Rohesia. But I
shall not forget you and one day I will send for you. Whatever
happens, no one but you shall be my wife one day.”

And so they parted. Gilbert was fortunate, as he spoke Arabic
and wore Arab dress he was not recognized by people as a for-
cigner and was 1ot caught. He made his way to a port and found
a ship that took him to Italy and from there he sailed home and
arrived safely in London. -

-In London he had first of all to work hard to get his business
going again after so many years’ absence. And when, at long last,
his business was in order, and he thought of Rohesia, it turned
out that he could do nothing for her. He could not go back to
Turkey, for escaping from slavery was a crime. Nor could he
find anyone else willing to carry a message to her, or to fetch her.
He could see no ray of hope that he would ever see Rohesia

again.

i

B suimat

21. GILBERT AND ROHESIA 3 93

In the meantime poor Rohesia waited and waited, but there
was no news from Gilbert. And in the end she could waityio
longer; she decided to flee and to go to Gilbert. She took some
precious jewels which she owned’ and one night fled from her
father’s housec.

She reached a port, and there she saw many ships of many
nations, Italian ships, French ships, Greek ships. But poor
Rohesia could only speak her own language. The only forcign
words she knew were: “Gilbert” and “London.” How could she
make these French and Italian and Greek captains understand
what she wanted? She went from ship to ship saying: “Gilbert,
London. Gilbert, London,” and holding out her gems.

At first the sailors laughed at her and thought she was mad.
But then they felt sorry for the beautiful girl who looked so des-
perate and kept on repeating the same words: “Gilberrt,
London,” and one of them said: “I know what she means, she
wants to go to London. I have ho idea who this Gilbert is — but
we can at least help her to get to London.” And so a captain was
found whose ship was bound for London, and who togie
Rohesia on board his ship and she gave him her jewels to pay for
her fare. '

At long last the ship reached London and Rohesia stepped
ashore. There she was, in this great city without money and
knowing only two words of the language. The streets were
crowded with people, and all were dressed quite differently
from Rohesia in ‘her oriental robes. They all stared at her, and
they stared even more when she addressed them repeating only
one word: “Gilbert, Gilbert.” People shook their heads at this
strange woman; some laughed, some pitied her, but they all
talked about her.

Rohesia was undaunted by all the stares and laughs.
Untiringly she went from street to street, saying: “Gilbert,
Gilbert,” until people all over London told each other of the for-
eign woman who said nothing but Gilberr.

Now Gilbert himself was in his house, worried and unhappy
that he had not been able to keep his promise. But then he heax&}
people outside talking and saying his name again and again. He
wondered why people should talk about him and went out to
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se j -
e what was the matter. And Just as he came out into the street

g gn lady who says
g ?lse. And as he looked, he saw

sqmeone said: “There she comes, the forej
Gilbert, Gilbert and nothin

22. The Growth of Cities

While the Crusades were a failure because the Holy Land
¢ remained in the hands of the Muslims, Europe gained new
~ knowledge. The pilgrims and the Crusaders brought back better
grain, new plants to eat (cabbage, cauliflower), new fruit (apri-
cots), new crafts (glass-making, leather work), better ways of
building, and many other changes. The most important of all
the changes that came with the Crusades was the growth of
cities.

The ancient Romans loved life in big towns and cities —
Roman life was concentrated in cities. But when the Germanic
tribes destroyed the Roman Empire they also destroyed the
cities. The Germanic tribes did not like to be crowded together
in cities, but preferred the free, open countryside. And so many
cities declined or disappeared. They lived in villages of serfs and
villains, huddling under the protection of a castle, and few
people ventured away from their own little village.

But when the Crusades came, for instance the little fisher-
men’s village of Venice on the coast of Italy suddenly grew.
Crusaders and pilgrims wanted to go by sea to the Holy Land,
and paid the fishermen to take them over in their boats. These
fares paid by thousands of travellers made the fishermen rich.
Venice grew into a city of wealthy merchants. And when the
people of Europe grew fond of spices with their food, it was
again the merchants of Venice who carried.the spices from the
East to Europe and made huge profits. Venice became even
richer and bigger, it could afford its own army of mercenaries
-who were paid to fight for Venice. It had become a rich and
powerful city built on business and trade.

And similar things happened all over:Europe. Pilgrims and
:Crusaders travelled.on rivers — it was quicker and'safér:than'the -
p;oo,r,.) roads.of that;'—.tiine,‘ and where theseitravéllers 's't'oé.ri'ed‘ ':féfi'lh :
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rest or for food cities began to grow. It was again trade which
built the cities.

Business and trade was what made new cities rise in Europe.
But there was something else. Before the Crusades villains and
serfs were hardly better off than slaves, but a villain or serf who
came back from the Crusades had seen the world, had perhaps
learned a new craft, and had no wish to go back to a life of serf-
dom co a knight. A serf could do two things to gain freedom: he
could buy his freedom by paying his master a sum of money —
but not many serfs had enough to buy their freedom — or he
could simply run away. Just running away was not much use, for
fleeing from one’s lord was a crime punishable by death. But
there was a special law for the new cities: if a serf or villain ran
away from his lord and came into a city, and if he lived in the city
without being caught for a year and a day, he was free, and his
master could neither claim him nor punish him. The serf had
become a free man. ’

.. A good many serfs and villains escaped to the new cities to live
as.free men. In a city no one could “own” a fellow man, every
member of the city was a free person, a citizen or burgher, and
very proud of it. The free citizens chose or elected their own city
government, the town council. No knight, no lord could rule
them, and even knights had to respect the freedom of the cities.

And so the cities became places where freedom could grow
while the castles and villages were still places of serfdom. So the
Crusades started business-and trade in the cities, and as the cities
grew they also became the birth place of a new freedom in
Europe. -

Now, what did a medieval city look like? Approaching from
a distance we would sec a great wall round the city. On thé wall
were watch-towers, and there were gates and drawbridges over
the moat below the wall. Every city was like a fortress, ready to
defend itself: All citizens were trained in the use of arms, spe-
cially in the use of the cross-bow which was also an invention
that had come from the Orient.

In the centre of the city there was a high tower, called the

‘belfry. High up in this tower there was always a watchman on

duty ready to ring a great bell if he saw any armed force appear.

OO E——
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And passing through one of the gates into the city, we would
immediately have realized that the great wall which protected
the city also had disadvantages. Once the wall was built the ciJ
could no longer grow and spread, riew people came, new houses
were built, but all in the space inside the walls. And so a
mcdicval city was torribly crammed and crowded: the houses
were huddled together, the streets were incredibly narrow —
barely wide enough for an ox-cart — and they twisted and
turned in every direction.

But the worst of these winding strects was that cveryone
treated them as rubbish-heaps. There was no sanitation or lava-
tories in the houses. Buckets full of refuse were emptied
through the windows into the strect below, and if a dog or a cat
died it was also thrown out into the street. In and out of this
rubbish and dirt walked pigs and chickens and rats looking for
food.

At night there is no street lighting. At nine o’clock the cur-
few bell tolled from a tower. Curfew comes from couvre feu
(cover the fire), and when this bell tolled all lights — candles
and burning torches (there was no other light — had to bé
extinguished. This was to prevent fires at night. In the dark the
night-watchmen patrolled the streets to prevent burglary and
theft. The night-watchmen sang every hour what time it was.

There was only one large open space in the city, the market-
place. On a weekday morning the peasants from the surround-
ing countryside came in to sell milk, butter and vegetables to the
housewives. In the market-place you might sce an important-
looking man swinging a hand-bell — the town-crier. When a
crowd of people had been called together by his bell he told
them the important news or proclamations from the town-
council. Today we have newspapers, radio and television. In
those days the town-crier was all these rolled into one.

In another corner of the market place there were the stocks
and the pillory, to punish butchers, bakers or other tradesmen
who cheated their customers. They had to sit or stand in these
wooden frameworks which had holes for the head and limbs,w
and their fellow-citizens could heap abuse and scorn on them.

As in the Orient all shops of the same trade were in the same
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street, §obblcr’s lane, tailor’s street, and so on. These shops had
only picture signs (a shoe, a pair of scissors, a barber’s pole)
because most people could not read. ‘

.You might think there was no beauty in’'such a city of the
l\/i‘lddle Ages. But there was. Coming out of a narrow lanc‘you
might see a great church with high, lofty spires. These churches
are called Gothic, a style of building that came after the
Crgsades. These churches had stained g]ass windows; from the
inside they glowed in wonderful colours as the liéht ;1'10;16
through them. And the pointed arches above were hike hands in
prayer. |
. These st?ined glass windows were so big that there is ve
little wall left between them, and you wonder how such narrorv?/,
wedges of wall could support the high vaults and the great tower
above them. But the vaults and the tower are supported by rows
qf strong pillars inside the church and by flying buttresses out-
side. And outside and inside the Gothic church had s;;)ﬁe and

wood carvings showing stories of the Old and New Testament

In the Dark Ages before the Crusades, Europe had beex‘n

poor, without freedom and with little art or beauty. Now within
th? Gothic churches, art and beauty came back. The cities of th

M{ddlc Ages were crowded and unsanitary compared with oui
cities, but they were the cradle of freedam and art, of a new civ-

ilization in Europe.
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23. King John and
the Magna Carta

The cities where all citizens were equal, werc the cradles of free-
dom in Europe. Under the old feudal system there were serfs,
above them villains, above them knights and above them the
King. In this feudal system everyone (except the King) had an
overlord who had to be obeyed. But with the cities something
new came: men of the city only obeyed the Town Council
which they themselves had elected. The citizens did not belong
to the feudal system.

At first it was only the city people, the burghers, who had
this kind of freedom, but in time the whole feudal system
stopped: One of the most important changes in British history
came in the year 1215.

Richard Lionheart, the valiant Crusader, was away from
England for many years, first on his Crusade, then as a prisoner
in Austria. So he could only give very little time to the task of
ruling England. When he returned he did not live long and died
without leaving any children. Now Richard had two brothers.
Geoffrey had died before Richard and so his son, Agthur, was to
inherit the throne. But Arthur was only a young boy, and so
another brother of Richard, John, became King. ‘ '

King fohn was as wicked and evil a man as ever ruled a coun-" .
try. The story of his misdeeds and cruelty would fill books. One
of his first:misdeeds was against his rgpph‘cx’@'f,"t'he'b_céy"‘ Artfiur
John warited him out of the way, so wher ‘Arthur 'é?é\ﬁ ip he

q:the throne. R R T ISP
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the Channel was at that time under the rule of the Kings of
England.

King John sent his littie nephew to a lonely castle in
Normandy where he was kept prisoner. And one day King John
came to visit the castle and spent the night there. We shall never
know what happened that night, but the little Prince Arthur was
ncver seen again.

Huving made sure that there was no competitor for the
throne, John now showed his noblemen, the knights of
England, that, as their overlord, he stood above the law. He
could do as he liked.

One of the English noblemen was engaged to a very beauti-
ful lady. King John saw her, and decided he wanted her for him-
self: So he sent armed men who captured her when she went for
a walk and then she was held captive in a castle until, in the end,
she agreed to marry King John.

And so it was in many other things. King John showed that
no one had any rights in his land: not his noblemen, not the
Har_jg:sts, not the common people; he took from anybody what he
liked and he used his soldiers against anybody who resisted.
This brother of the noble Richard Lionheart became one of the
worst tyrants in British history.

But by this time, people were no longer willing to put up
with such treatment. A number of English lords and noblemen
met secretly and swore an oath that they would help each other
to force this wicked king to respect the rights of his people.

' They made a list of all the things a king should not be
allowed to do, and they also wrote down the rights which every-
one in the land shouid have and that no one could take from
him. A list was called a charter in those days, and this long list
was called the Greﬁ;biq?rx in Latin, Magna (T?g)rta

The Magna Carta, tli€ great list of rights, is one of the most
famous documents in history. One of the original copies is in
the British Library,in London. Today we take it for granted that
the Queen or the Government cannot simply come and take
our property away; we take it for granted that no person can be
thrown into prison Just because some powerful man does not
like him or her. But all this was quite possible until these

23. KING JOHN AND THE MAGNA CARTA 101

English knights wrote in the Magna Carta that it should not be
possible. That is why the Magna Carta is so important; for thc'y
first timc the peoples of a country laid down rules for their kin
and wrote down their rights which no king could take from
them.

When the knights had made this list, the Magna Carta, they
took it to King John and asked that he should sign it with his

Now at other times it had often happened that the people of
England were not united among themselves. The common
people were pleased when the noblemen were in trouble, the
knights and noblemen often had quarrels and fights with the
cities, and the church-people, the priests, used to be on the side
of the King. But this time they were all — priests and knights,
peasants and citizens — unijted against King John.

A great army was gathered and marched towards London to
force King John to put his name to the Magna Carta. And when
King John tried to get his army together, he found that, in the
whole of England, only seven knights were ready to fight for
him.

So King John could do nothing but meet the rebels. This
meeting took place at Runnymede, near London, in the year
1215.

Once again the noblemen put the Magna Carta before King
John for his signature. King John cursed and swore, he shouted:
“Why don’t you ask me to give my whole kingdom away?” But

before. The King was no longer all-powerful but had to respect
the rights of his people.
The most important rule of the Magna Carta was that no one

could be put in prison or punished unless he had first been
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¢ properly tried and found guilty by a court of law. We take it for

~v

granted, but it was not so before the Magna Carta — people
could be jailed and executed on the wish of a king, without any
trial.

Another rule of the Magna Carta was that the King could not
go to war with another country, and he could not raise taxes
without the agreement of the people.

Of course, it was not possible to go round and ask every per-
son in the land whether they agreed, and so there was a
Common Council as it was called — a group of people who
could speak for the whole country and agree or disagree with
the King. Without this Common Council the king could do
nothing.

This Common Council was the beginning of our
Parliament. At first only noblemen and bishops were in this
Common Council, but later the city merchants came and, in the
end, people from all walks of life could be elected for it.

So our present kind of Government had its first beginning

with the Magna Carta signed by King John at Runnymede in
1215.

P

Of course, it took many centuries until our kind of
Government came about — quite a number of kings tried to do
away with the rules of the Magna Carta — but they never suc-
cceded. It remained the charter of freedom. For the first time
(since the Roman Republic) people had a say in the ruling of

their. land. Our legal rights and Parliament began with the
Magna Carta..
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brought ﬁrﬁ clothcs the Scots' 13

24. Scotland and England

Freedom began in the cities where serfs and villains could
become free men. Then the King, the pinnacle of the feudal sys-
tem, was forced to sign the Magna Carta, and so more freedom
came to all people of England. But all this was only the first step
on the path to freedom. We now come to whole nations fighting
for their freedom against foreign invaders who oppressed them.
And one of the first of these nations who fought for their free-
dom were the Scots.

In Roman times there were only wild, warlike tribes in
Scotland: the Picts and the Scots who had come from Ireland.
Christianity came late to these fierce warriors of the north; it
came about AD 400 and the first to teach Christianity in this
region was Ninian, who built a church and monastery in
Galloway. But the greatest work in bringing the message of
Christ to Scotland was done by Columba. From the monastery
on the island-of Iona, he and his helpers travelled from tribe to
tribe and did not rest until all Picts and Scots had become
Christians.

Later still the Picts and Scots became one nation, but they
lost some of their land to the Vikings who came and settled on
the east coast of Scotland. In time the descendants of the Vikings
too became part of the Scots nation — the Lowlanders. The
Gaelic-speaking Scots remained in the Highlands. But they
were all.now one kingdom. '

The Kingdom of Scotland was on good rerms thh the
Kingdom of England in the south. The Scots mng Malcolm
Canmore married an English princess, Margaret. She was é cu]:—
tured. woman: and .did much to change thq rough, wild. ways, ot‘
§l1e Scots. . More churches were built, rx{erchants came,, :

< iample ofC arj
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such gentleness and kindness that she was later called St
Margaret of Scotland.

When the Normans came to England under William the
Conqueror the friendship between north and south of Britain
did not change. The Kings of Scotiand even invited Norman
noblemen to Scotland and gave them land. So, many of the
noblemen of Scotland were of Norman origin.

So Scotland had become a prosperous country, at peace with
its neighbour to the south, when a great misfortune happened.
One dark night in 1286 the King who was then ruling Scotland,
Alexander 11, was thrown off his horse, fell down a cliff, and
died. There was only a grand-daughter to follow him and she
was a little girl, Margarct (the Maid of Norway). Then she too
died. Who was now to rule Scotland? The King who ruled
England at this time was Edward (1272-1307), the grandson of
King John and Edward thought that he should become King of
Scotland as well as of England for no better reason than that he
was a distant relative of the little girl who had died.

- A Scots nobleman, John Balliol, who had in the meantime
béén crowned as King as Scotland, simply gave up when the
English armies invaded Scotland. The Scots suddenly saw their
country overrun by the English, and in a few weeks Edward had
Scotland at his mercy. He left English troops in difterent parts of
Scotland to keep the Scots in order, and returned to England,
well pleased with his easy success. But thc Scots had not given
up. A brave Scots knight, William Wallace, gathered men who
were willing to fight for the freedom of Scotland, and they
began to attack the castles and fortresses of the English troops.
And stronghold after stronghold was taken.

. Edward of England was not going to let the Scots shake-oft
the English yoke, he came with a great army from the south.
And this time the English took a terrible revenge — villages and
cities were destroyed, and the English left a trail of ruin and
death. '

Wallace had no army strong enough; he was defeated at the
Battle of Falkirk in 1298, his men scattered, and Wallace himself
became a hunted man with no home but the wild hills. He
foiind shelter among the Highland crofters, but he could stay
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nowhere long, for King Edward had promiscd a great reward for
his capture and not only the English soldiers, but also some
treacherous Scots, were eager to. gain the prize. In the end a
Scotsman betrayed Wallace and he was taken by the English,
brought to London and cruelly put to death.

But if Edward thought this was the end of the Scottish rebel-
lion, he was mistaken. A new leader rose among the Scots, a
nobleman, Robert the Bruce. At first only a few knights came to
his side — but they did onc thing: in 1306 they crowned Bruce
King of Scotland on the ancient stone of Scone.

Things went badly for the new King of Scotland; his little
army was defeated by the English. He had to flee and, like
Wallace, Bruce with a few companions had to live in the
Highlands, hunted from place to place with a price on their
heads.

Many a time Bruce was so downhearted that he thought it
would be better to surrender to the English. But one day he saw
a little spider trying to climb up one silken strand of its web —
failing and trying, failing and trying — until, at last it succeeded.
And seeing how the little spider had not given up, he decided he
too would not give up and go on trying to fight the English.

And as time went by, more and more Scotsmen, knights and
common people came and joined Bruce. And the time came
when Bruce was no longer in hiding but led Scots armies against
the English, and eight years after his coronation, the English
were driven from Scotland .

Edward had died, but his son, Edward II, gathered a tremen-
dous army and so it came to one of the famous battles in Scots
history, the battle of Bannockburn in 1314 at midsummer. And
in this battle the English were utterly defeated — they left thou-
sands of dead and the survivors fled in terror. After this the
English gave up the idea of conquering Scotland. But the peace
and friendship that used to be between the two kingdoms had

gone.

In 1320, there was a great gathering of Scotsmen at Arbroath
and on this occasion they sent 2 message to the Pope in Rome in
which they said: “We have not been fighting for glory or for
riches, but for that freedom which to.every good man is as dear

-
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as his life.’

life.

i And_Wallace and Robert the Bruce (wWhose statues stand on
1er side of the entrance gate of Edinburgh Castle) are to be

rem cre i
embered not only as valiant Scots, but as fighters for free-

dom; and Wallac ;
freedonm, € was the one who had really given his life for

2l
Freedom had come to mean to people as much as

25. England and France,

Joan of Arc
o

The story of Wallace and Bruce shows how freedom came to
mean more and more in the life ot the people. But all this was
still only the beginning. In these early days it was quite possible
for people to demand freedom for themselves, but not to
respect the freedom of others. The English had made King John
sign the Magna Carta; they were not going to be oppressed and
ill-treated by a king. They had gained some freedom for them-
selves, but they did not respect the freedom of other nations.
They had oppressed the Scots, and only after years of war and
after the battle of Bannockburn had they learnt that other
nations too loved their freedom.

But even after Bannockburn the English had not taken this
to hearc. If England could not make conquests in the north,
there was another possibility in the south, across the Channel,
in France.

The wars between England and Scotland did not last so very
long — about fiftcen years. The other war, the war between
England and France lasted much longer — it lasted a hundred
years, and it is called the Hundred Years’ War.

“In this Hundred Years” War the English had grea;ladva_ntages

on their side. Firstly there were in England, in the land of the

‘Magna Carta, 2 great number of free men who owned their.own -

land. These free mien, called yeomen, were just ask enito ﬁght,

A
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In France, it was quite different. There were no free peas-
ants, they were still only villains and serfs who had little or no
training with any weapon and so, if their lords, the knights, used
them as soldiers, they were not very effective.

Another thing in favour of the English was this: since the
Magna Carta no English King could go to war without the
agreement of the people. But the people of England were in
favour of a war against France, for they hoped to gain riches and
wealth through the conquest.

The people of France, though, had no say in these things.
They fought because they were told to fight, and they had to
fight for kings and noblemen who cared little for the common
people. A French knight looked down on anybody who was not
of noble birth. This again did not make good soldiers of thc
peasants ¢f the peasants.

Thirty years after the wars with Scotland had come to an
end, the long war, the Hundred Years’ War, between England
an France started. It began — like the Scottish war — when the
I\mg of France died and left no heir. Again the King of England
(ndward HI) claimed that, by some distant relationship, he was
the rightful successor.

But the French did not agree, and the war started. The
English crossed the channel in their ships, and already in the
first battle the yeomen’s arrows brought down so many French
knights that the surviving French army fled. The English now
went from town to town, burning and plundering. But France is
a large country and new armies were sent to stop the English.

And then the fighting came to a stop because a new enemy
came which killed indiscrimately Frenchmen and Englishimen,
knights and peasants, men and women. It was an epideinic
called the Black Death or Black Plague. It camc from Africa,
perhaps carried to Europe by sailors or pilgrims. But whatever
brought the plaguc to Europe, it was a terrible disease. People
struck by it died within two to three days with terrible black
sorcs on their skins. In two years about half the population of
Germany, Italy, France and Britain died. In some villages out of
a hundred people only five or six survived.

“ When this terrible pestilence had gone Europe was in such a

25. ENGLAND AND FRANCE, JOAN OF ARC . 109

terrible state that no onc could think of waging war. But the war

between England and France had not ended, it was only post- -

poned. And forty years after the Black Death, England felt it was
time to continuc with the war.

Once again the English began with a great victory at
Agincourt where English bowmen killed great nu.nbers of
French knights. By the year 1429 the whole north of France was
in the hands of the English.

Onec of the most powerful noblemen of France, the Duke of
Burgundy, who commanded a large army, had gone over to the
English and fought on their side.

The King of France (chosen by the noblemen) had died. His
son, Charles, could not even become king because accordirig to
the laws of France, he could only become king by being
crowned in the great cathedral of the city of Rheims, and this
city was 1n the possession of the English.

Charles could therefore not call himself King, but only
crown-prince, or as the French called it Dauphin.

And this Dauphin Charles was neither very brave nor very
clever. He was a weak youngster who planned to flee to
Scotland, and let the English take France.

At this moment, when the French noblemen and the French
Dauphin had given up all hope, when nothing but a miracle
could save France, a miracle did happen. It was not a valiant
knight who saved France, not even a brave man, but a girl, a
humble peasant girl: Joan of Arc.

Joan was a simple, good-natured girl who had no ambition to
do great deeds. She loved her country France and was sad to see
it devastated by the English invaders, but it would not have
occurred to her that she could do anything about it. It was not
her own wish but a message from a higher world which made
her do things that amazed everybody. She saw the Archangel
Michael and he commanded her to go and help the Dauphin,
and to help France.

It was with the utmost difficulty that she reached the
Dauphin, and it was even harder to convince him and his
knights that she, a peasant and a girl, was chosen to drive the
English from France. She finally did convince them, and,
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\< dressed and armed like a knight, she led France into battle.

From the moment this uneducated, untrained girl took com-
mand, the English lost battle after battle. She took Rheims and
Charles was duly crowned king. She then continued the fight,
but by now some French leaders were jealous of the success of
this strange girl and they arranged that she was taken prisoner by
the friend of the English, the Dukc of Burgundy, who promptly
handed her over to his English allics.

The English could only believe that Joan had gained her vic-
tories by witchcraft, that she had been helped by the devil. And
as a witch she was condemned to be burnt at the stake. When
the flames rose around her, Joan asked piteously for a cross to
give her strength. A common English soldier had the kindness
to pick up a stick, break it in two, bind them together and to
hand this rough cross to the girl. And as the flames hid her from
sight, another English soldier said: “We are lost — we have
burned a saint.”

He was right. The English had lost. A new spirit had been
“born among the French and in the end the English were driven
from France. Joan of Arc was later recognized as a true saint who
had done the bidding of Michael, the Archangel.

26. Printing and Gunpowder

A simple peasant girl, Joan of Arc, saved France from the
English. Although she was burnt at the stake before the English
were driven out, she had brought a new spirit to the French and,
in the end, the English were driven from France. Yet the English
should really be grateful to Joan of Arc: If there had been no
Joan of Arc, and the English had conquered France, which was
not only a bigger country, but also richer, this kingdom would
soon have become much more French than English. And, as
France was a rich country, there was no reason for thie French to
venture out to sea in search of wealth — the French had no need
to become great sailors, or to seck their fortune overseas. And if
England and France had been one kingdom, the English would
not have bothered much about venturing out on great sea voy-
ages either; the English would never have become a seafaring
nation.

The Angel who told Joan of Arc to drive the English from
France was not only helping France, but helped the English to
become what they should be: a great sea-faring nation which
spread to North America, Australia and New Zealand. England,
and Britain as a whole, should be grateful to Joan of Arc.

The spirit of freedom grew in Europe, and the flame of freedom
passed-from the cities to the men who wrote the Magna Carta,

to Wallace and King Bruce who fought for Scotland’s freedom,

and to Joan of Arc who fought for freedom against a foreign
“invader. But this spirit of freedom, thxs new spiritin Eurepe not
only showed 1tself in wars-and. battles but also in-the mind of
people. el e ' Dl :
Before the Crusades people in. Europc would no even have
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thought like their forefathers had thought. A man was as much
under the spell of his forefather’s ideas as a serf was under the
power of his lord. But all this changed now; new i.dcas, new
inventions were eagerly taken up. And some of the inventions
which came at that time changed life completely.

The Chinese had already invented printing: they used to
carve words of a page on a piece of wood (in mirror writing), ink
it and press it on paper (which was also a Chinese invention).
Well, this kind of printing became known in Europe. But it was
awkward to carve a whole book on blocks of wood, so no one in
Europe used it for book-printing. It was used for something

" else: for printing the pictures on playing-cards. Playing-cards

were printed from wooden blocks, but books were written 'by
hand with quills. And it took at least a year to copy a book like
the Bible. :

In Mainz, in Germany, a man whose trade probably was
making mirrors, began to think about book-printing. One d:_ay it
occurred to Johann Gutenberg that it would be simpler to make
little blocks of wood, one block for one letter, and to put these
bloeks together into words until they filled the frame of a whole
page and the page could now be printed. .

Then you took the letters apart and put them together again
for the nexc page — there was no need to carve every page: once
you had twenty to thirty carvings of each letter you need do no
more carving, you just moved them round for the next page.

This was a brilliant idea which did away with tediously carv-
ing each page. Later Johann Gutenberg had another bright id'ea.
Instcad of using wood which soon wore out and a new carving
had to be made — a slow and difficult task — he would usc
metal. Lead melts easily, almost as casily as wax. Gutenberg
made a copper mould for cach letter, and if he wanted a few
more As or Bs, he poured molten lead into the mould, let it cool
down, and there was his fype, as it is called. If the lead type
became worn it could be melted and recast.

And the third bright idea was that he did not press the frame
to the paper by hand (which always smudged the print?, but
built somcthing which evenly pressed the paper to the frame,
-wiliich was called a “press.”

o

——
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And now he could print a hundred copics of the first page,
re-arrange the letters in the frame for the next page, printipy a
hundred copies, and so on. And he could print a hundred copies
of one book in about three weeks or even less. By hand a hun-
dred writers would have worked a whole year, or one writer a
hundred years! Now one man could do it in a few weeks.

Gutenberg had invented the printing press. He hoped to
keep his invention a secret, so that only he himself could print
books, and get rich. But as he had not enough money to buy the
paper, the print, the lead to start with, he had to find a rich part-
ner who lent him the money and who had to know, of course,
what the money was for. And as soon as Gutenberg had printed
his first book, a beautiful Bible, the partner went and started to
print himself. He employed men to help with the work who saw
how easy it was, and soon people all over Europe printed books.
Gutenberg died a poor man.

But his invention brought great change. Before printing
came only few people could afford to buy a few expensive hand-
written books — now came the cheap, printed books, and mgre
and more people, even the poorest, could afford to have and to
read books. Knowledge became open to all who wanted it.

There was another invention which brought enormous
changes, and we don’t even know really who made this inven-
tion. The Chinese had already used a mixture of coal dust, sul-
phur (a yellow powder) and saltpetre (a white powder) to make
fireworks. Perhaps the Arabs learned it from them, perhaps
Europeans learned it from the Arabs. There is another story: an
English monk, Roger Bacon had found by his own experiment
that such a mixture, touched with a flame would explode with a
bang. But he thought it was better people should” not know
about such things, and wrote about it in his books in such a way
that no one could understand. Only much later when people
were already using this mixture, did they understand. ™

But there is still another story though we don’t know if it is
truc. There was a German Franciscan monk, Bertijold
Schwartz, who-liked to make experiments. He did not just’
experiment for fun. He was one of many men who were at that



14 THE ACE OF DISCOVERY

_me trying to discover one of nature’s secrets. How does nature

ake gold? But this Franciscan monk was experimenting with

I kinds of things in the hope to discover this secret of nature.
Ie had made a mixture of coal-dust, sulphur and saltpetre. And
ien he turned away to poke the fire in his stove, suddenly a
>ark of the fire fell on the mixture, and it went off with a great
ang. Schwartz was badly shaken, but he talked about that terri-
le bang and how it had happened.

And it was not long before soldiers realized how useful this
ixture could be. They made great mortars which were rather
e long metal pots on wheels, filled them with gun-powder,
1t a great stone on top, and touched it off with a flame. If the
one was thrown against the walls of a castle, it had such force
at it shattered the wall.

These were the first cannons and they caused the end of
alled castles — walls were no longer a protection. And soon
‘ople made thin tubes to shoot from, guns and rifles, and that
used the end of shields and helmets and armour, and when

Pields and armour went the knights went too. Once gunpow-

T camne the days of the proud knights in armour were over.
Modern rifles, machine guns, revolvers, they all came in

ne and made wars and battles worse than they had ever been
fore.

It seems strange that a Franciscan monk — a follower of
ntle, kind Francis of Assisi — should have given to the world
npowder, this new weapon to kill men.

3,
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miles. But no one knew anything about the real distance at that
time. And when Columbus pored over that map of his fellow
Italian map-maker he had a great idea.

The Portuguese ships were trying to sail eastwards round
Africa to India for the spices. But this castward journcy was
more than ten thousand miles long, as they had to sail all around
Africa. But if the ships were to sail west across the Atlantic
Ocean, it would be a journey of only three thousand miles. And,
he — Columbus — would be the first to open a new way to
Cathay, a way that went west, across the Atlantic. Of course,
Columbus himself was not rich enough to buy a ship, to pay
sailors and to buy food for the journey His dream could only
come true if a King would give him ships and sailors to explore
the great ocean in the west of Europe. '

But this ocean which we call the Atlantic was in those days
called the Sca of Darkness, for people believed that beyond the
Canary Islands and Madeira, there was an endless dark fog in
which no ship could find its way. When Columbus put his idea
before the King of Portugal, he found that the days of the adven-
turous Prince Henry were over, the King had no wish to waste
money or ships by sending them into the terrible Sea of Darkness.

At this time Columbus’ Portuguese wife died. There was
nothing to hold him in Portugal, and he decided to try his luck
in the neighbouring country of Spain. So Columbus and his
young son left Portugal for Spain. But Columbus’ hopes that
the Royal Court of Spain would be interested in his idea were
dashed. He came at the worst possible time.

At the time Spain was ruled by King Ferdinand and Queen
Isabella, and it was the Queen who made all important deci-
sions. Queen Isabella was the real ruler and she had set her heart
on one great ambition. The southern half of Spain was still in
possession of the Arabs, and was still ruled by Muslims. And
Queen Isabctia who was extremely religious had set her hearton
conquering the south of Spain and making it Christian. When
Columbus came this war against the Arabs was still going on.

‘ .,:Q"_u__c\:_erl Isabclia' told Columbus she would only consider his idea

to'sail westwards to Cathay when'Granada, the last Arab strong-
BN ) ; e : R A JTi ey Fa R SepTrwe o

dbllen. -
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So Columbus had to wait and the waiting was not made easy
for him. The Spanish noblemen of the Court despised him as a
commoner, the monks and priests who were the advisors of
Queen Isabella were against his new-fangled ideas. They said to
him: “If you sail your ships round the edge of the world they
will fall, you can never sail back again! You must be a fool even
to think of it!” It was a very trying time for Columbus.

At long last Granada was taken by the troops of Isabella: the
last Muslim stronghold in Europe had fallen and the whole of
Spain was under Isabella’s rule. But the war had cost a great deal
of money and Isabella could not afford to spend money for a
wild adventure. The ships sailing into the sea of darkness might
never come back and the money would be wasted. And
Columbus was told to go and try his luck elsewhere.

Full of bitterness Columbus decided to leave Spain and to go
to France or, perhaps, England. He had only gone a short dis-
tance and was stopping at an inn when a horseman came gallop-
ing to call him back. A Spanish nobleman, Luis de Sant Agel,
had offered to lend the money for the expedition. He hoped that
Spain; like Portugal, would grow rich from the trade with spices,
and that Columbus might find a shorter way to Cathay and
India. It seemed to him worth taking a risk as Prince Henry had
done.

It was this loan which made it possible that a few months
later three ships sailed from Spain, the most famous three ships
in the history of exploration. One ship, the Columbus’ flag-
ship, in which he sailed, was called Santa Maria. Two smaller
vessels accompanied the Santa Maria.

The day on which they sailed was Friday, August 3, 1492. It

. was a year which changed the history of the world.

' 29. The Year 1492

It was not only Toscanelli’s map, showing the cqast of Asia only

three thousand miles west from Portugal (which is, of course,
quite wrong), that made Columbus think of sailing out into the
Sea of Darkness. There is a story that as a young sailor
Columbus had once been to Iceland and heard tales of a land in
the west which the Vikings had found, Vinland. Columbus may
have thought that Vinland was a part of Asia but, in any case, it
was a story that there was land not too far away beyond the Sea
of Darkness.

Something else which happened when he was still a map-
maker in Lisbon was that one day a boat with two dead bodies
was washed ashore on the coast of Portugal. These bodies
were brown-skinned, and Columbus, of course, could only
think that they were natives of India, which was a mistake.
But he was quite right in thinking that this boat could not
have been drifting ten thousand miles, it would have sunk
long before reaching land. It could only have come a much
shorter distance.

. So Columbus was right in one thing: that there was a coast

* only a few thousand miles away across the Sea of Darkness; his

mistake — and it was the mistake of Toscanelli, really — was to
think that coast beyond the occan was Asia.

And even making this mistake, Columbus was still wiser
than the “learned” morntks of Queen Isabella who said if he
sailed “down the globe” he could never sail “up” again. One day
Columbus got so impatient with their silly arguments that he
said to them: “You tell me my voyage is not possible. How do
you kncw what is possible or not? Teil me, is it possible to make
an egyg stand on this table?”

“Of course not,” said the learned monks.

Then Columbus had an egg brought in and he set it so hard
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on the table that the shell broke and was flattened and the egg
stood. “It is possible, and so is my voyage,” said Columbus.

And in the end his wish was fulfilled. He was given three
ships to sail out into the Sea of Darkness to find China and
India, and to bring back gold and spices.

They were good ships — the Santa Maria and her companion
vessels; the best ships of that time. These kind of ships were
called caravels.

These caravels differed from a Viking’s dragon ship. A
Viking’s ship had only one mast and one square sail, but could

ot sail “close to the wind,” that is, at an angle against the wind.

If the Vikings wanted to go in the opposite direction of the
wind, they had to row and row hard. But the caravels had three
masts and three sets of sails (fore, main and mizzen) and could
sail close to the wind. So to set sail against the wind they could
tack, which means to go in a zig-zag course against the wind.

The caravels were a great improvement compared with the
dragon ships. But compared with modern ships they were very
small The Santa Maria, the largest, had only room for forty sailors,
and the other two vessels carried only rwenty-five men each.

They were also very uncomfortable boats. The “bodies” of
the caravels were much rounder than modern ships, and, being
so small, they pitched and tossed like wash-tubs on the waves.
None of these wooden ships was really water-tight, and so the
bottom was always filled with bilge-water which had a terrible
stench and was a breeding ground for cockroaches. Only the
captain had a cabin and bunk (bed) for himself; the crew had to
lie down below deck in the stench and among rats and cock-
roaches. There was only one meal a day, consisting without
change--of tough, salted meat, dried peas and rock-hard ship’s
biscuits. Water was carried in wooden kcgs and after a few days
at'sea had:a brackish taste.

. This was the kind of ship that set out on the most famous
voyage in' liistory in August 1492. They were not fast ships. It
took them three weeks to reach the last known islands in-the
Atlantic, Madeira, which: had been-discovered by "Princc
chry s sailots. Tliey-only stayed a short-while to.take.in:fresh
’ <'real j _)ourney into the unknown bcgan

LB s L L .
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The first days were perfect, a gentle wind swelled the sails
and Columbus kept a stcady course due west. But after a week,

by the middle of September, the ships encountered something '

which astonished and frightencd the sailors. For miles and miles
as far as the cye could see the water was covered with floating
sea-weed. And the sailors who had never scen such an endless
arca of sca-wceed, feared the ships would get stuck in the sea-
weed, would be unable to move backwards or forwards remain-
ting there forever, and all men dying of hunger and thirst. The
satlors fell to their knees and prayed to God. But their fears were
unfounded — the ships sailed casily through the weed of the
Sargasso Sca, as it 1s called.

After they had passed through thce sea-weeds there came
other things to worry the sailors; there came a strong wind
which blew the ships with great speed westwards — further and
further west — and every mile took them further and further
away from their homeland. Now the sailors feared they would
be blown to the “rim” of the world. But Columbus quictened
their fears and the sailors took new heart.

And so three weeks passed. It was a whole month since they
had last seen land! Never before had men been so far away from
land, Columbus himself was now uncertain: according to his
reckoning they should have reached Japan already but on
October 8 there was still no sight of land, only the endless
ocean.

Columbus was uncertain but his sailors were desperate; the
captains of the other two ships came on board the Santa Maria
and demanded the ships should turn back. There was no sense
in sailing into the blue emptiness that stretched out before them
on ali sides. And the sailors were wild with fear and excitement.
Thev cursed Columbus calling him 2 murderer who led them
to their deaths. Columbus pleaded with the captains and with
the crews: he asked them to sail westward for another three
days, and if they should still see no land then they would turn
back and sail home to Spain. Grumbling and cursing the sailors
agreed. -

And now it seemed as if the winds wanted to help

Columbus, a strong wind of necarly gale-force rose and drove

N
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the ships with great speed westwards. Columbus hardly slept at
all; day and night he stood on the deck waiting for a glimpse of
land. The first and second of the three days he had agreed on
passed. The third day came ... and went; there was still no land.
In the middle of the night — it was October 11 — Columbus
saw the flicker of a flame far across the water and the news
spread among the sailors. At 2 aM the moon rose and a great cry
went out: “Land ahoy, land ahoy!”

In the light of the moon they saw a shimmering white sand-
dune and behind it hills rising. The sailors cried and laughed
and prayed and sang; no one slept that night.

And when daylight came the sailors saw a crowd of natives
gathering on the shore, shouting and talking excitedly among
themselves.

Columbus was rowed ashore in a boat and his two cap‘tains

" followed him. He dressed in dark velvet, with purple silk stock-

ings, carrying in one hand a sword and in the other the royal
banner of Spain, and was the first to set foot on the new land.
The natives stood and stared in wonder as these strange white-
skinned visitors knelt down and prayed. Then Columbus stood
up and declared the new land to be the possession of their royal
majesties, the King and Queen of Spain.

The sailors cheered and then they came and asked his for-
giveness for their faint-heartedness three days earlier.

_Columbus thought he had reached India, but we know that on

October 12, 1492, America was discovered.

30. America

The natives of the newly discovered island were peaceful, gen-
tle, and it did not even occur to them to fight the newcomers —
quite the contrary, they looked at them with awe and reverence.
Having no clothes themselves they touched the sailors’ clothes
again and again, wondering why these strangers wore extra skins
over their own white skin. They brought fruit as gifts, and
smiled happily if they were given some glass beads in return.

As Columbus and his sailors believed this island was off the
coast of India, they called the natives “Indians,” the pame is, of
course, quite wrong but it has remained to this day as American
Indians or Red Indians, although these people have nothing to
do with the real Indians of India.

But Columbus and his men were looking for spices, for pre-
cious stones or for gold. And as there was nothing of any value
on the first island, they soon left and discovered other islands
not far away. They did find one island where the natives brought
them some gold like little pebbles which are called “nuggets.”
The natives showed them a river where such nuggets could be
found among the pebbles. It was not much gold, but at least
Columbus had something to show that his voyage had been
worthwhile.

So he started on the return journey with the two smaller car-
avels — the Santa Maria had run aground on an island and was
not fit for a long journey. In March 1493, seven months fromn
their departure, Columbus arrived back in Spain. The reception
which the King and Queen of Spain gave him was a triumph.
Columbus walked at the front of a great procession:, and behind
him marched Indians carrying gold ormaments and parrots.
When Columbus knelt down to kiss the Queen’s hand he was
invited to sit down beside her. He was appointed governor of
the new lands and =y others he might still discover.
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Soon Columbus sailed again. But this time with a large tleet
of ships, and with him came many Spaniards, not as sailors but
as passengers — they wanted to settde n the new lands as
colonists.

Columbus put the colonists ashore on one island he had dis-
covered on his first journey, the island of Haiti. Then he sailed
on for further discoveries. He found a lerge island, Jamaica, and
many smaller ones, but on nonc of them was what the Court of
Spain wanted most of all: gold. When Columbus returned to
t1aiti, where the Spanish colonists had settled, he found the
island plunged in bloodshed and fighting. The new colonists
had no intention to work on the land or to go and work river-
sand for gold. They had tried to force the natives to work for
them as slaves.

They had beaten and ill-treated the natives who either
would not work or did not work hard enough, and the natives
had revolted. News of this uproar and bloodshed had reached
the Court of Spain. Queer. Isabella was so upset that another
Spaniard, a nobleman, was sent as Governor instead of
Columbus. The new governor asked the colonists if they had
any complaints against Columbus and when some men who
had a grudge came forward and made accusations, the new
governor put Columbus in chains and so sent him back to
Spain.

_ When the King and Queen saw the great discoverer brought
before them like a criminal in chains, they felt ashamed. The
chains were taken off, Columbus was again put in command of
ships and he sailed out to make new discoveries.

But from now on ill-luck followed him. The sailors and sol-
diers who :came with him started fights with the natives wher-
ever they landed. There was bloodshed on every island. 11l and

~ exhausted Columbus returned again to Spain only to find that
Quee‘n‘:ls_abellzi haddied. . oo % : S :

oKing Ferdinand..had ncver cared for Columbus; -and: now: _
that he no longer had any usc for hiny, he-even refused:to pay
~him:for his:services; Columbiis ‘whoswas toorill tor work-and:

i1 :monéy wasimot: cven:allowed to isee-the-King: Hescould:
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nly virite letters beggmg thee King for some money: Inthe end - i
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he was given a pittance, and Columbus died in misecrable

poverty. But within a few years his discovcries made Spain the

richest country in the world.

When Columbus died he did not know that he had discov-
ered a new continent. But ten ycars after the death of
Columbus, another Italian, Amerigo Vespucci, visited the new
lam.j and wrote a book about what he had seen. People were
curious about far-away lands and the book was widely read.
Am_crlgo Vespucci was the first onc to say that this land was not
India or China, it is a new world. This ncw continent was called
after him: America. So Columbus was not even honoured by
naming his discovery after him. k

It is strange how many Italians come into this story. Marco
Polo told the world of Cathay; Toscanelli thought Cathay could
be reached by sailing west instead of east; Columbus did sail
across the Sca of Darkness and discovered a new centinent, and
Amerigo Vespucci recognized it was a new continent. :Fhey
were all Ttalians.

' However, it was not Italy but Spain which profited from the
dls‘covery of America. More and more Spaniards went across
driven by greed and by their lust for gold. Wherever they wen;
they enslaved the Indians.

The Spaniards fought and killed until the Indians were
defeated, and then they used them as slaves. But the Indians
were not very useful slaves: given hard work and little food
beaten and whipped by cruel masters, they died in their thou:
sands. A Spanish monk, Las Casas, was 50 upset by seeing the
Indians die like flies, that he wanted to help them. '

He went to the King of Spain and told him that Indians were
not really strong enough for hard work, and that Negro slaves
from Africa would be much stronger and work better than these
poor Indians.

And so a new “trade” began, the most shameful trade in his-
tory. Every year about a-hundred thousand Negroes were
hunted like animals on the west coast of Africa,'s-hippé’d to
America and sold as staves. ‘ ’

]}as Casas, a*r’n_orik,;-ii servant of Christ, ‘had” helped the
Indians at the price-of ‘bringing untold suffering tomxlhonsof

-
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Negroes. That today there are Negroes living in America is the
outcome of the ideas of this Spanish monk.

When Columbus set out proudly in the Santa Maria on that
Friday in August 1492, he could not foresee what his voyage
would bring to himself, to Spain, to Europe, to Africa and to the
whole world.

31. Pizarro

The time when Columbus discovered America, 1492, is not so
very far back in history. It was a time which had already many
things in common with our time, there was already that curios-
ity to discover new things which you find 'in our time; the
ancient Romans were not curious at all — nor were the
Germanic tribes who came after the fall of Rome. The Vikings
even discovered America but they stopped going to Vinland
when they found there were warlike natives. They were not
interested in exploring unknown lands.

Even at the time of Marco Polo (two hundred years earlier)
only he and his family were keen to make long journeys into
unknown regions: the Polos were an exception, other people of
their time never went further than the Mediterranean Sea.

But at the time of Columbus people had changed. It was
such a great change that from that time onwards life became
quite different. Once it became known that Columbus had not
landed in Asia but in a new continent, America, thousands and
thousands of people were curious about this new world. They
were ready to set out and to try and seek their fortune in these
new lands.

How different from the people of Marco Polo’s time who
laughed about his stories but would not dream of travelling to
Cathay themselves. But after Columbus, men were ready to
cross the sea and penetrate deeper into the new continent.
There was something which made these adventurers very keen
to explore the new continent. When the Spaniards landed on the
east coast of America they found only some peaceful tribes and
some savage warriors, who all were hunters, and nomads; they
had no cities and no treasures. But from these people the
Spaniards heard that far away in the west there were great cities,
there were temples with walls lined with gold, and once the
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Spaniards heard of gold nothing could hold them back. The lust
for gold was like a burning fever in their blood, that disregarded
all dangers and hardships.

About two hundred men would band together under a
leader, and would go through jungle, cross mountains and rivers
braving hunger and thirst, wild animals and savage tribes, burn-
ing sun and mountain glaciers, all in the search for gold.

These men were called Conquistadors which of course
means conquerors. Hundreds of these Conquistadors perished
on the way without ever seeing a glimmer of gold, hundreds
came back, half-starved, in rags without having found anything.
But some of them did succeed and found gold and treasures
beyond their wildest dreams.

The most famous of these Conquistadors was a man called

Pizarro. Pizarro had all the best and the worst qualities of the
Conquistadors, he was utterly fearless, his courage was quite
incredible. On the other hand he was cruel, ruthless; bloodshed
meant nothing to him.
. Francis Pizarro started his career in life as a swineherd in
Spkg’_m. There, on the dry, high plateau of Spain he looked after
other peoples’ herds of pigs. He never went to any school, he
never even learned to write his own name. But he was strong
and he thought he could do better for himself as a soldier in the
Spanish army. So Francis Pizarro became a soldier. After years of
fighting in Europe he was sent to America and there he took part
in expeditions against the wild tribes. But being a crude, unedu-
cated man, he did not get a high rank in the army, he did not
make a great fortune. At the age of fifty he could no longer even
hope to get any advancement.

Bug, just when he was fifty years old, he and his soldiers had

‘captured some natives who told Pizarro of a great kingdom, the

kingdom of the Incas, in a land called Peru. And, so they said,
the kingdom of the Incas had great wonderful cities and gold
was: there as-plentiful as leaves in the forest.

Othcr Spaniards had heard these stories before but were
daunted by the hundreds of miles of trackless; dense:jungle,
and the 'normoua, snow-covered mountam
hich had to be crossed to get to.Peru, the la 1d:of the

anges; ‘the.
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Incas. But Pizarro was not daunted or put off; he was fired
with the idea of getting the gold of the Incas. He needed a
band of men to come with him; the men needed equipment,
horses, arms, and Pizarro had no money. So he persuaded
another soldicr, Almagro, who had money to go into partner-
ship with him. Moreover Pizarro managed to obtain a prom-
ise from the King of Spain that he would become governor of
any land he conquered.

And so in the year 1529, thirty-seven years after the discov-
ery of America, Pizarro set out with 180 men. They had two
small cannons and threc of these men were armed with mus-
kéts, the first kind of rifle.

Between this tiny force and their goal, the land of the Incas,
there stood the enormous mountain range of the Andes with
towering, snow-covered peaks and yawning precipices. On
many parts of this journey the Spaniards had to dismount and
climb up the steep slopes leading their horses.

Had they been attacked by natives at that part of their jour-
ney, they could have been wiped out in a few minutes, but
they met no enemies. Finally they reached the crest of the
mountains and made a slow, dangerous descent. As they came
down the slopes — it was in the evening — in the light of the
setting sun they saw down below the flourishing fields and
gardens, the mighty palaces and glittering temple-towers of a
great city. And, right in their path, outside the city they saw
thousands and thousands of tents, the tents of a great army of
thirty thousand Incas — nearly two hundred Incas to every
Spaniard.

Yet this great army of Incas showed no hostile intent. When
the Spaniards came riding down, their helmets glittering in the
setting sun, their banners strcaming in the wind, the incas made
no move but they looked at them with utter émazcment. They
had never seen white men before, men clad ih a.metal (iron),
men mounted on monsters (for they had not seen horses
either).

So all that vast army of thirty thousand Incas watched with
awe and wonder whlle Pizarro and hxs n‘len found a little vxllagc




134 THE AGE OF DISCOVERY

that hetle village, the Conquistadors made their camp, and no
one interfered.

The next morning Pizarro sent two officers with an inter-
preter to the King of the Incas in order to invite the King for a
friendly visit. The two officers were just as astonished by what
they saw in the great city as the Incas had been at the sight of
the Spaniards. The Inca civilization in Peru is something
which even amazes today. They built towers and palaces from
enormous blocks of stones, sixteen to twenty tons, which had
come over great distances, and which had been cut so accu-
rately that when they were put together, they fitted so exactly
you could not push a paper between them and no cement was
needed.

Yet the Incas had neither rollers nor wheels for transport,
they had not discovered the wheel; they had no horses or oxen
either. They had no iron to cut the stones; the tools and
weapons they had were only obsidian, a glassy volcanic stone. It
is still a mystery how they cut the big blocks of stone.

Their cities were bigger than any in Europe at that time, the
wide paved streets were so clean there that, as a Spaniard said,
your feet remained as clean as your hands. Thesc cities had
things no European city had at that time: pipes which brought
fresh water from the mountains, underground sewers which
took the dirt away. They had public hospitals and public baths
with hot-water systems. And the people of the cities never
locked their doors, for thieves or robbers did not exist among
them.

All the land and all food grown on the land belonged to the
King; the King’s officers went round and distributed the food
according to the nceds of every family. There was no buying and
no selling, and no one had ever to go hungry.

The King was regarded as a kind of god on earth — he was
called the son of the sun-god. The sun was the highest god of
. the Incas, and the walls of the great temple of the sun were lined
with gold an inch thick. The temple of the moon was lined with
silver. .

It was a high civilization, but it also had its dark side. At great
festivals the priests made human sacrifices to gods; men and
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women were killed on the altars in honour of the gods. But the
men and women choscn to be sacrificed never resisted: their life
belonged to the King, the god on earth, and if his priests wanted
that life they could take it.

And now this great and powerful King was invited by Francis
Pizarro, the former swincherd, for a friendly visit. This visit was
to be the end of the mighty kingdom of the Incas.
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Pizarro had less than two hundred men while the King of the
Incas had an army of thirty thousand men. Morcover the King
of the Incas had a personal bodyguard of two thousand. And so
it did not c¢ven occur to him that this handful of white men
would dare to do anything against him. _

The name of the Inca king was Athualpa. He was curious to
meet these strange white men on whose faces hair grew (the
Incas had no beards) and who dressed in strange hard metal and

rode on monstrous animals. He was curious and did not fear

any harm from this little band. And so Athualpa came the next
day, carried in a litter by the highest noblemen, covered with
plumes, golden ornaments and jewels. Behind the litter of the
kir.l‘g came thousands of his warriors with their obsidian spears.

Pizarro sent an interpreter and a monk to meet King
Athualpa. The monk approached the King and made a long
speech in which he explained the Christan religion, and he
ended by welling the King he should become a Christian.

King Athualpa listened politely but he could not make head
nor tail of what he heard about the Old Testament and the New
Testament; he could not make out what this man wanted of
him, and so he shook his head. This made the monk very angry.
He held up a book, the Bible, and shouted, “It’s all written in

" this book!”

King Athiualpa had never seen a book before for the Incas
had no writing, and he took the book in his hand and. looked
at it _ IR .

“It tells you'all,” yelled-thezmonk. e

- Athiualpa’ 1t the ‘book tethis ear, and then said: “No, it docs

. ‘not tell me anything,” and he.dropped it to thie ground.

‘Curs catlien,”shotited the.nionk; “is that how you treat

fGoH’” y
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At that moment Pizarro, who had kept in the background
gave a sign and with a crack of thunder both cannons fired into
the mass of Inca warriors. Hundreds of Tncas were struck down
and at the same moment the Conquistadors rode with swords
drawn into the Incas and cut them down.

The Incas were completely taken by surprise. King
Athualpa was torn from his litter and taken prisoner. In half an
hour his noblemen and four thousand of his warriors were
killed, their obsidian weapons were useless against iron
swords, and all the thousands of warriors were in such terror
that they fled. They had seen thunder and lightning; they had
seen their king, their god, roughly handled; it was like the end
of the world for them.

King Athualpa was in a daze. Who were these people who
commanded thunder and lightning and who had put his whole
army to tlight? And now he feared for his life. He was willing to
do anything the strangers wanted if they would only let him go.

To his surprise, he was told that what they wanted was gold.
For the Incas gold was not very valuable; they used it for deco-
rating and ornaments, it was a beautiful metal, but not anything
special. When Athualpa saw the strangers were greedy for gold,
he said to Pizarro: “If you spare my life and set me free, I will fill
this room where I am kept prisoner with gold as high as my
arms reach.” :

Pizarro could hardly believe his ears. He promised to let
Athualpa go as soon as the gold had been delivered. A messenger
was sent to the Incas telling them what their King wanted, and
for days they came laden with golden ornaments, cups, plates
and statues which they took off the temple walls and from their
wives. .

The Spaniards thought they were in a dream when they saw
the room getting: filled “higher and higher with the precious
metal. As it would have been difficult to dividé the thousands of
different golden objects fairly‘between them, the Incas had to
mele all the things down: and mould thém into gold-bars of the
same size. And so many f;eggtifti*i'\izorks of artWere d

At long last the %o asallithere ithé: ro; 3%
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to kill Athualpa. The luckless King of the Incas was strangled in
the market-place before the eyes of his people.

And the Incas without their King were like a bechive without
a queen — they did not know what to do, they were completely
lost. The people who had killed the god-like king must them-
selves be gods. They looked at them with fear and awe and
obeyed them blindly.

And so the former swineherd had become rich ‘beyond his
dreams. By treachery and surprise he had destroyed a great king-
dom and become governor of the richest American colony, for
that had been the promise of the King of Spain. But the time
came when Pizarro had to pay for his deeds.

First there came trouble between Pizarro and his partner,
Almagro. Almagro was not satisfied with his share of the plun-
der and some Conquistadors sided with him. It came to a terri-
ble battle between the Spaniards which Almagro lost. Pizarro, as
Governor, condemned him to death and Almagro was hanged.

But Almagro had a son Diego, who escaped and some
friends kept him hidden from Pizarro’s spies. Soon more and
more of the Spaniards came to Diego to plot against the
Governor Pizarro because he was as cruel to the Conquistadors
who had fought for him as he was to the Incas.

One day eighteen men, all sworn enemies of Pizarro
stormed into his house shouting: “Death to the tyrant!”

Pizarro had some of his officers with him. They drew their
swords and fought back, but one by one fell. Pizarro held out
longer than the others until he was breathless and exhausted and
a sword pierced his breast. So he died as he had lived, by the
sword and without fcar.

Another Conquistador, Cortez, also with a handful of men,
conquered the kingdom of the Aztecs in Mexico. It too was a
story of murder and treachery, courage, and of a vast treasurc of
gold. The gold of the Congquistadors, of Pizarro, Cortez and
others, went by ship-load to Spain and made Spain the richest
nation in Europe. .o

Columbus had died in utter poverty but his discovery made

Spain richer and more powerful than any other country. .

33. Magellan

The story of Conquistadors like Pizarro is certainly not one in
which Europeans can take any pride; the Incas were in many
ways more civilized than the Conquistadors, and all that the
Spaniards did was to destroy this marvellous civilization and
turn the Incas into miserable and half-starved slaves. But how
was it possible that such a great nation as the Incas with a great
army of thirty thousand could be shattered and enslaved by a
mere handful of two hundred? '

It was not the weapons which gave the Spaniards victory —
the two clumsy cannons took hours to be loaded. It was not the
swords, for one man with the best sword could not really win
against hundreds of enemies even if they had no arms at all.
What gave the Spaniards victory was the difference between the
mind of the Incas and the European mind.

The Incas lived in a highly-regulated society where their
leaders told them what to do and when to do it. The leaders dis-
tributed the food and all necessities of life for everyone. No Inca
had ever to think for himself: all decisions were made for them
by a handful of priests and the King. Once the King was taken

prisoner the Incas were as lost as sheep without a shepherd. The -

warriors would not fight without orders from the King, and
once the King had been killed, there was in their mind nothing
to fight for, and they accepted the murderers of the King as their
new masters. : :

The Spaniards were different. They were hard men, selfish,
greedy, cruel but every one of them was used to fending for
himself, to fight for himself and to make his own decisions. It
was this which helped make two hundred adventurers masters
of a kingdom of many millions of Incas.

Of course, this independence also has another side: it makes
people selfish and quarrelsome — it did not take long before the
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Spaniards fought each other. For us today the challenge is to
learn to be self-reliant and independent, but use our independ-
ence for each other and not against each other.

" The Spanish Conquistadors, despite all their faults, their
greed for gold and their cruelty, were brave and independent.
And although they made their expeditions for the sake of gold,
they also brought back reports of what they had seen on their
Journeys. And so more and more became known of this new
continent, America.

One band of Conquistadors, starting on the east coast of
America marched further and further west. After incredible
hardships they came upon another ocean. They were the first
Europeans to sece the great ocean that lies on the other side of
Amecrica, the Pacific Ocean. The leader of this band of
Conquistadors, Balboa, had little reward for his discovery. On
his return he quarrelled with a Spanish governor and was
hanged for rebellion. But his discovery of a great ocean west of
America inspired one of the greatest navigators and sailors in
History.

““This great sea-captain, Magellan, was Portuguese, from the
country of Prince Henry the Navigator. For many years
Magellan had sailed on Portuguese ships round Africa to India
for. spices. The trade in spices was still very profitable for
Portugal.

Now, when Magellan heard that there was a great ocean west
of America he thought: “We Portuguese are still sailing east
round ‘Africa to get to India. But why should it not be possible to
sail west, sail round America and over the newly discovered
ocean, and so get to India?”

‘Columbus had thought he could reach India by sailing west,
but he had éome upon America. Magellan wanted to reach India
by sailing west and going round America. The only difficulty
Av's'/as th_'a'f Sq_ﬁir“no one knew where America end“ed,.{\a}-hfcr;cf*thcre
WS ‘*zi'Q:ﬁiﬁé’_'rétlﬁd{i&l}_.icll_"YOu could’sail. But Magelzn' vho had

'of Africa thought that Ame’rwiica‘mt!jsti_haye
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plans were met with a cold refusal. And so Magellan did what
Columbus had done and left Portugal for Spain offering his
plans to the King of Spain. '

The Spanish King, Charles V, was shown a globe of the
world which Magellan had had made and painted himself, He
showed King Charles on the globe where, he thought, there was
a cape in the south of America round which one could sail (of
course he only assumed there was such a cape). And Magellan
explained to King Charles V the advantage Spain would have
with not only the gold of America but, the profitable spice-trade
with India as well.

In the end the Spanish King agreed to give him ships for
exploring a new sca-way to India. But, as it turned out, they were
not very good ships because the King had no wish to risk much
money on such an uncertain venture. Magellan was given five
ships which were so old that another sea-captain said: “I would not
dare to sail on them to the Canary Islands.” Yet it was these leaky
tubs which made the first European voyage round the world.

Magellan set out on August 10, 1519, leaving behind a young
wife and a baby son. The most precious possession he carried
with him was his self~made globe; in the difficult and hard days
that lay ahead, Magellan would go and look at his globe and
draw strength and courage from the sight.

The first part of the journey, the crossing of the Adantic to
America, was as bad as it could possibly be. The five caravels ran
into heavy weather, gale followed gale, the ships were tossed
about like nutshells and there were thunderstorms and pouring
rain. Something which nearly frightened the sailors out of their
wits was that little flames of light appeared at night on the masts
and ropes, running up and down and then disappearing. Thesc
lights, called St Elmo’s Fire, are caused by electricity in the air
and are harmless, but the sailors of those times were in great fear
of them. , : :

When the five caravels reached the coast of-Brazil they had a
short rest-after two months of storm-tossed seas: And-then they
sailed further and further south fp.llowi'rfxg"th'emogsg uantil they
would-find, a cape -where they. could :tufii‘;{w st-irto the great

3
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Only one ship had tried to sail south before, but when a few
sailors had landed ashore to get fresh water, they had been cap-
tured by warlike natives who killed them, roasted them and ate
them. Terrified, the remaining sailors had turned round and
sailed back.

So Magellan and his caravels were now coming to a part of
America, Patagonia of which littde was known except tales of
horror. It was also getting cold — it was getting towards winter
in that part of the world and Magellan realized he could not sail
on into snow-storms and howling winter gales. They would
have to go ashore, spend the winter months on land and con-
tinue the voyage in spring.

34. Crossing the Pacific Ocean

The King of Spain had not been very generous with the ships he
had given Magellan and as that money given to Magellan to pay
his sailors was also not very much, the crew he had found for his
ships were wild, unruly and unreliable; they were a mixture of
Spanish, Portuguese, Italian, French sailors, there was even an
Englishman.

When the winter storms came, Magellan found a safe har-
bour on the coast to anchor the ships. It was a bleak coast, grey
rocks with little patches of grass here and there, and nothing that
could be used for food. Magellan knew they would have to stay
in the harbour for four to five months and as the only food was
what they had on the ships, all men had to go on short rations to
make their store last. '

But the sailors had no wish to spend months in this desolate
spot with gnawing hunger. The captain and the crew of a
Spanish ship mutinied capruring a ship and breaking open the
stores to feast on ship’s biscuits and wine.

Magellan sent messengers to the mutinous captain with the
order to come to Magellan. The messengers had swords hidden
under their cloaks and when the captain refused, they drew their
swords and killed him. After this the other mutineers surren-
dered. Magellan had shown that he was master of his fleet.

The crews had already been two months on this desolate

shore where no sign of life could be seen, when a wvisitor
appeared: a native. He gave the sailors quite a fright when he
walked in on them for he was so tall that even the tallest of the
Europeans reached only to this man’s waist. But the giant native
was quite friendly, as were the other men of his tribe who soon
joined him. The tall men showed by signs their great surprise
that people as small as these sailors could'build such big ships.
But the sailors, too, were surprised when they invited their
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visitors to a meal. Each of the men ate a whole large basketful of
ship’s biscuits, and when they found some rats in the basket,

they ate the rats too, fur, rail and all. After which, each drank a
whole bucketful of water.

Magellan gave one giant a little mirror as a present. He was
so frightened at seeing his own face in the glass that he fell over
backwards and knocked down four sailors who happened to
stand behind him.

Fortunately for these giant natives they had no gold, and that
is why they continued to live, though many died of diseases
brought later by other Europeans.

At last after six months the weather improved and the little
fleet went on its way further south. After a week’s sailing they
saw the coast broken by channels running westwards. Perhaps
by sailing through these channels and picking their way between
the rocks, they might come out on the other side of America.

Rain was pouring down, there was dense fog, and so
Magellan sent one of his ships under a Spanish captain ahead of
.others to explore if there was a safe passage between the
rocks and islands. But the treacherous captain used the dense
fog to turn round and sail back to Spain. When the ship did not
return Magellan thought it had run against.a rock, and he spent
days looking for survivors. He did not know that this ship had
deserted him.

No tracé was found and now the remaining ships wound
their way cautiously between rocks and reefs and steep cliffs.
Once they saw.at night the flame of a native camp-fire in the
distance, so they. called the land Tierra del Fuego, land of fire,

- which it.is still called today.

What mdde mnavigation between rocks and chffs even more.
difficult were storms which buffeted the ships all-the time. But
after.five weeks they came out of the channels and onto a wide,
calm -open sea. Their,joy.was great and they called:this; calm; sea..
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from which they had come. He set his ships a course north-
west, in the hope they would soon come to an island where they
could replenish their food which was getting dangerously low.
He could not guess how big the Pacific Ocean really is. After
they had left the Strait the ships sailed for fourteen weeks with-
out seeing any sign of land at all. And the lack of food became
desperate. The ship’s biscuits that were left were only dust
mixed with worms, the water they had left was yellow and foul.
Things became so bad that the sailors cut leather from the mast
covering which the sun had dried as hard as wood. These strips
of leather had to hang in the sea for five days before they became
a little softer. Then they roasted and ate them. For a rat men
were willing to pay a gold coin, but there were not enough rats
on the boats.

It is not surprising that diseases broke out, ninteen men died
of them. Magellan sat in his cabin and looked at his precious
globe: it was all that still gave him hope.

At last after three and a half months they came to an island.
But there was an unpleasant surprise in store for them: a boatful
of natives came who climbed aboard the caravels and immedi-
ately began to steal everything they could lay their hands on. So

~ the sailors came for them with swords and drove them oft. The

natives jumped overboard and swam ashore, leaving their boat
behind. In the boat Magellan’s men found coconuts, fresh fruit,
sugar-cane, fresh water. This natives’ boat saved their lives.

But the hardest blow for the expedition came at the next
group of islands to which they came, the islands which
Magellan calied Philippines, in honour of the son of the King of
Spain. The chief of one of these islands received Magellan very
well. He made a trade agreement with him and even became a
Christian. But this friendly chief was at war with the chief of
another island, and Magellan offered to help his friend.

He went with a party of his sailors in three rowing boats to
the enemy island. ‘The sailors were armed with muskets and
Magellan expected: these weapons would drive theii enemies to
flight. So, firing their-guns they waded ashore from tlie boats,
but'these -natives were not afraid. “They-came-in thelr hundreds
and Magellan gave orders o retreat to" the boats 4 1
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alfway to the boat when a native struck at him with a spear
Aagellan turned round and fought the native, but a second man'
truck at Magellan’s legs and wounded him. Magellan fell down
1t0 the shallow water and the next moment a howling mob of
atives was upon him and killed him. The great navigator died
efore heseuld complete the-task he had set himself. It was now
p to his captains to complete the voyage.

But their croubles were not over. The friendly king now
ume to the conclusion that the Christian god was not very
:)v‘verful. He turned against the sailors who had thought he was
eir friend. Fighting followed — and, in the end, only a hun-
red sailors and two ships escaped from the treacherous
hilippines.

One of the two ships was caught by the Portuguese who did
st like Spaniards interfering with their spice-business. The
en were taken prisoner and languished for years in Portuguese
isons. Only four of them lived long enough to see freedom
ain.

Finally only one caravel, the Victoria under Captain Del Cano
ached Spain having completed the journey after three years
1t of 265 men who had set out only eighteen returned. All the:
hers had lost their lives on the long journey. The Victoria
ought back a valuable cargo of spices and her captain was
‘hly rewarded by the King of Spain.

But there was no reward for Magellan. His baby son had
:d while he was away, and his wife died of a broken heart
1en she heard of his death.

But Magellan’s name will never be forgotten. His little car-
2l Victoria proved something which, before, had only been a
rory: that the earth is round. Magellan’s little hand-painted
sbe was true.

35. The Renaissance

The expeditions of the Conquistadors and Magellan’s great voy-
ageé round the world are both signs of that new age that was
coming. But while the people of Europe began to explore the
new world in the west, the great and dangerous enemy of the
Turks rose again in the East.

In the time of the Crusaders the Turks had nevér invaded
Europe. There-was one thing which kept the Turks out of
Europe and that was Constantinople.

The great city, named after Constantine the Gieat, on the
narrow strait between the Mediterranean and the Black Sea was
like a strong gate stopping the Turks from storming into Europe.
Ever since the Crusades, the Turks had tried repeatedly to take
Constantinople, but had failed.

While Constantinople was a Christian city its people did not
belong to the same Church as those of Western Europe who
belonged to the Church of Rome with the Pope as the highest
authority. The people of Constantinople did not recognize the
Pope as an authority at all; the Emperor of Constantinople was
at the same time head of the Eastern Church. And because of
this there was no great friendship betwcen western Europe and
Constantinople. ,

Around the time Columbus was born, about 1451, a Turkish
Sultan, Mohmed, swore that he would not rest Tntil the cres-
cent moon of Muhammad would fly over Constantinople. He
led a vast army of three hundred thousand Turks against the city
and at the same time a Turkish fleet attacked from the sea. The
Emperor of Constantinople who was called Constantine like the
first Emperor, had only fifty thousand men to defend the city.

In despair he asked for help from the Christians in the West,
sending messengers to the Pope in Rome begging for help: per-
haps a new crusade could save Constantinople. But the Pope
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was not interested in people who called themselves Christians
without accepting him as head of their Church. People who did
not look up to the Pope were called “heretics” and to be a heretic
was worse than not being a Christian at all. So the Pope and the
Christians of Europe simiply ignored the desperate pleas for help
that came from Constantinople.

When Constantine knew that he could not expect any help
he called his people together and said: “It is the duty of every
man to give his life in the defence of his family, his country, and
his religion. You are now called upon to fight and give your life
for all three.” Then he added: “If I have ever hurt or offended
anyone of you, I am asking his forgiveness so that we shall fight
and die as friends.”

Constantine could have saved his life and the life of his fam-
ity, for the Turks offered to let him and his family go if he sur-
rendered the city without fight. But he refused to save himself
and leave his people to the fury of the Turks. They should at

-least have the chance to fight. And so for three weeks the Turks

threw their whole might against Constantinople: their cannons
smashed walls, houses and whole streets. But the people of
Constantinople, the merchants, shopkeepers — men who had
never carried arms — now fought with the courage of veteran
soldiers. But they were too heavily outnumbered, and after
three weeks the Turks broke through and poured into the city.
They slaughtered men, women and children, they plundered
and burnt houses, they killed the Emperor Constantine and sold
his famiiy as slaves. The crescent moon of Muhammad rose
over the churches of Constantinople and they were turned into
mosques which remain to this day. .

But now that the gate to Europe had been broken, the Turks
crossed the strait and could reach the Balkan Peninsula.. Soon
. Greece was overrun and the pcople of Greece came under the
rulership of the Turks for four hundred years. But the Turkish
armies swept onwards — all.the Balkan countrics fell to them,
then ’_Zt_hé‘y ‘stormed" into- Hungary, and.in Hungary, too, towns
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and.wvillages went up in flames; and their inhabitants were.plun-
~dered and oppressed. -, . . T

ey 3

PRy
PRl

w U
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: onslaught and so saved the other countries of Europe from the
terrible invaders. .

But the danger of Turkish invasion remained. As Europe had
once been threatened by the Huns and later by the Mongols of
Genghis Khan, so it was now under the threat of the Turks. So
Europe paid a terrible price for having left Constantinople to its
fate. Yet some good came from the Turkish invasion.

Before Constantinople was taken by the Turks a great num-
ber of people fled westwards, mainly to Italy. These refugecs
from Constantinople spoke the Greek language and they
7 brought with them books which contained the knowledge of
- ancient Greece and Rome, a knowledge which western Europe
had forgotten.

If this had happened three hundred years earlier, no one
would have paid much attention to these Grecks from
Constantinople and the knowledge they brought. But in this
new age when people’s minds were eager and curious the
knowledge that came from Constantinople, the knowledge of
ancient Greece, excited and stirred the talians.

And there was another change. Everywhere in Italy there
were still ruins of ancient Roman times: temples, statues, build-
ings. In earlier days no one had taken much notice of these
ruins. If an Italian peasant unearthed a2 Roman statue with his
plough he broke it up and used the marble to fill'a hole in a wall.
But now all this changed. People realized that these things from
the past were treasures. Bishops, princes, rich merchants began
to collect anything that could still be found. An old manuscript
from Greek or Roman times, or a statue (even if it had no head)
became valuable and sought-after. V
: People aiso studied the Greek ‘myths — the stories of
- Hercules, of the Trojan War, of Odysseus: They enjoyed and
loved these stories so much that there were bishops who knew
nore ‘about the Greek gods than' about ‘the Bible: And at the
same. time the whole Italian' nation: frént vt (0 “peds
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>f a city would : i int
ty come to look at an artist’s new paunting
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This period when love for art and for beauty was reborn, first
n Ita-ly and then spreading to all countries of Europe, is c’alled
{enalssanc.e (which means rebirth). The Renaissancc’ came at
he same time as the great voyages of discovery, and it brought

reat and wonderful artists such as L.
Hicholangete conardo, Raphael and

36. Leonardo: Childhood
and Youth

The sixteenth century brought forth a blossoming of great men
of genius. If a man had been born in 1500 and if he had lived to
be a hundred, during his lifetime he could have met the great
astronomers, Copernicus, Tycho de Brahe, Kepler and Galileo
Galilei. He could have met Columbus, Magellan and the
Congquistador, Pizarro. He could have met William Shakespeare
and Queen Elizabeth.

Of course this fortunate man would have had to travel about
a great deal, and some of these great people he would only have
encountered when he was a child and they were in their old age,

while others were only in their youth when he was old. But he -

would have been able to meet a crowd of men of genius, a
greater number than in any other century. And perhaps the
greatest were the Italian artists of the Renaissance.

They were not just painters of pictures — they could do that
superbly — but could make marble and bronze statues, they
were architects who could design churches and palaces, they
could compose music and write poetry, and they had a thorough
knowledge of geometry and mathematics. They even made new
discoveries in art. The Italian artists of the Renaissance, for
instance, discovered perspective.

In earlier times the background behind the figures of a paint-
ing was very often gold. Before the Renaissance a painting of
Mary and the Jesus Child had no landscape or houses or any-
thing in the background; the figures were painted on a golden
background. These earlier painters used gold behind the figures
to show that Mary and the Child are something holy, they
belong to a higher world, the world of the spirit.

If any of these early painters did paint a house or a landscape

L
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it was without perspective. But the painters of the new age —
the painters of the Renaissance — painted Mary and the Jesus
Child in this world, in the world we all see with our eyes, and in
perspective. They discovered that, for our eyes, parallel lines
come together in a vanishing poiut. The rules of perspective
were only discovered about five hundred years ago by the great
artists of the Renaissance.

It was a great, wonderful period in history. One of the
strangest and the most wonderful of these men of genius was
the artist, Leonardo.

Leonardo was born in a little village near the famous Italian
city of Florence. The little village near Florence was called
Vinci: and so Leonardo became known as Leonardo da Vinci
(from Vinci). _

Leonardo’s father, Piero da Vinci, was a rich lawyer and he
wanted his son also to become a lawyer. But young Leonardo
did not care to learn Latin (which was necessary for a lawyer).
He preferred to spend his time in the hills around Vinci with a
little book and a pencil, for he loved to make drawings of every-
thing he saw: the waves and whirls of a brook, the fish darting in
the water, the frogs in the reeds, a lizard sunning itself on a
stone. All these he watched quietly for hours on end and made
drawings of them in his book. It was in these early days when he
was only thirteen to fourteen years old that Leonardo trained his
eyes to observe accurately and he trained his hand on the skill of
drawing what he saw.

But his father was, of course, not very pleased with the boy
who spent his time drawing pictures of frogs and lizards instead
of learning Latin grammar. : v

‘Now one day a man from the village came to Leonardo s father
and said:-“Look, Sir Piero, I have a nice round, flat and.smooth’
picce of wood-— a perfect:circle — which would look.-well if I
hung it up in tront my house as.asort of 3hlcld wnth a nice: plcture
on’i
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Piero da Vinci was quite willing to oblige the man, and when
he left Leonardo’s father put the round picce of wood in a cor-
ner to take with him the next time he went to Florence.

Well, young Leonardo with his sharp eyes soon discovered
this wooden shield-like thing with its smooth surface and he
thought: “This is just made to paint on.”

He took the piece of wood up into his room — and he spent
a few hours making it even smoother until it became as smooth
as glass. Now it was ready to paint on it. Now what should he
paint? Leonardo took out his sketch book. There were drawings
of fish and frogs and lizards and snakes. Which should it be?
And then Leonardo had a bright ideca: he was going to paint
something that was a mixture of frog and lizard and snake — he
was going to paint a dragon!

And fired with this great idea, he set to work. For many
hours he painted and painted. He copied the bulging eyes of the
frog, the head of the lizard, the scales of the fish and the long
curving and twisting body of a snake. When, at last, he put his
brush down, a perfectly frightful monster glared at him from
the shield. :

Now this was going to be a surprise for his father. Leonardo
drew the heavy curtains on the windows so that the room was in
pitch-darkness. Only a slit between the curtains was left so that
light fell on the painted monster; everything else was in dark-
ness. And when he had arranged everything to his satisfaction,
he cried out with a piercing voice: “Father, father, come up
quickly!”

Piero da Vinci came rushing upstairs, wondering if his son
had hurt himself. He burst into the room and had the shock of
his life when he saw in the gloom a hideous dragon staring at
him balefully. ’

For a moment he gasped, but then he heard his son chuck-
ling in the dark room and he realized what young Leonardo had
been up to. He said: “It will cost me money to pay the man for
his wood which you have.wasted. He isn’t going to hang this in .
front of his house. -But if you, my boy, can do this sort of thing

_ then,.you will, probably make a better painter than a lawy LT
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dragon-picture to a famous painter called Verrochio, who said
immecdiately: “If your boy could do such a painting, he is
indced, i born painter and I shall be glad to have him as a,pupil -
Aud 50 Leonardo came to Florence as apprentice to th;s
f'-:mm‘u.\' painter. But he did not start immediately with lessons in
dr:awmg'ur painting. As you could not buy paint in those days
cvery painter had to make his own paint, and it was the job og
the pupils to do this. The apprentices had to make charcoal that
was tieeded for drawing outlines, they had to prepare the canvas
for oil-paintings. For two years Leonardo did only these jobs
Then he had to learn geometry and perspective. And when hé
had learned these things thoroughly he was still not allowed to
do his own paintings. He was only allowed to paint a little part
of one of his master’s paintings — he might paint bart of the
bluc sky in a picture, or a cloud, or the grass. It was a long time
of study and learning for Leonardo. ’
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37. Leonardo in Florence
and Milan

rd
It took years before Leonardo, as an apprentice painter, was
allowed to paint a little unimportant part of one of his master’s
paintings. But one day Verrochio, the master, said: “We shall
now make a start with figure-painting. 1 have finished this pic-
ture here, a picture of saints and angels, except for one angel
here which you can paint, Leonardo.” :

So, for several days Leonardo worked on that one angel in
the picture. When he had finished, Verrochio came and looked
at Leonardo’s work for a long time. Then he turned to the
young man and said: “Your work is better than mine, Leonardo.
There is nothing I can teach you any longer. You are a master.”

And so Leonardo left Verrochio and set up as a master-painter
on his own. Now a painter could only make a living if people
ordered a painting from him, if they gave him a commission.

Now the people of Florence loved art, and a good painter
could always be certain to get commissions in Florence. And
because Leonardo was a great painter, a number of people came
and gave him commissions. But soon people stopped going to
Leonardo for pictures, for he would say, “Yes,” and would even
start the picture, but then he stopped; he became interested in

something else, and the picture was never finished.

Don’t think that the people of Florence did not like
Leonardo, they loved him. He was-quite outstandingly good-
looking; not only women but men said of him he was the most
beautiful human being they had ever seen. He was also excellent
company, telling amusing stories for hours on end, or on occa-
sions amusing his friends with his great strength. He would take
a horseshoe in his hands and bend it apart until it was a straight
length of iron. Or he would tell his friends to drive a riderless
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horse through the street in full gallop, then Leonardo would
step in the horse’s path and stop it with one tug on the reins. He
played a dozen musical instruments to perfection, and he
invented some new instruments as well. One was a wooden box
shaped like a horse’s head with strings drawn across.

So the people of Florence loved Leonardo and were proud
to have such a gifted man in their city, but they did not give
any work to him because it was quite pointless — he never fin-
ished it

Why was this? It was not because he was lazy — far from it.
He could be seen working in his house deep into the night. He
even invented a special light for himself to work at night, for
there was as yet no electric or gas-light. Pcople had to work by
the light of candles with flickering flames. To prevent the flick-
ering he puta candle in a glass cylinder and the glass cylinder in
a bowl filled with water. The cylinder kept the flame steady and
the water in the bowl magnified the flame and made the light
brighter, as bright as dozens of candles. So Leonardo at times
workcd all night by the light of his invention.

“"Leonardo was so keen on mventing new things that, at times,
he lost interest in painting. Although he could paint better than
anybody else — he was, in his heart, a scientist, an inventor
rather than a painter.

For example, when he had climbed the hills around Vinci as
a young boy he had noted sea-shells embedded in the rocks.
Even as a boy he had wondered how sca-shells came to be in a
place hundreds of miles from the sea. Now, as a grown-up man
he thought of it again and he came to the conclusion that once
upon a time, the hills of Vinci must have been covered by the
sea. At that time no one gave a thought to such questions < it
took three hundred years until modern scientists came to the
answer Leonardo had found for himself.

At onie time he became especially interested in thc anatomy
of the human body He got hold of some: corpses — it was not
dxfﬁcult as crlmmals wcrc often hanged in those days As there

»Leonardo spent Hays studymg thesc corpsc§ cuttmg them up
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and maknng dr-?fvmngs of the boncs musclcs hcarts blood ves-
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scls. His drawings are so exact and accurate they could still be
used by a medical student today. Leonardo knew more about the
human body than most doctors of his time. Another time he
became interested in map-making and was, perhaps, the first
man who made a contour map, which shows the height of the
land. At other times, he would fill his notebooks with drawings
of plants.

So Leonardo was very busy, working very hard. But with all
these things to study and to draw he had no time to get on with
the paintings he had promised to do. And that is why people in
Florence no longer gave commissions to Leonardo.

After a ume Leonardo found himself without money and
with debts; he owed money to people and could not pay it back.
But, fortunately, just then another lwalian city invited him.

Francisco Sforza, the ruler of Milan, engaged Leonardo not
as a painter, but as a music-master and to make decorations for
festivals and performances on a stage. And Leonardo did this
work very well, inventing all kinds of complicated machinery so
that actors seemed to fly over the stage.

This ruler of Milan, Sforza, was so pleased with Leonardo
that he gave him a great and important task: to make an enor-
mous bronze statue of a rider on a prancing horse, in honour of
Sforza’s father. (It was just taken for granted that a pamnter was
aiso a sculptor.)

Leonardo threw himself with heart and soul into this work.
It was to be the largest bronze statue in the world. He first made
countless drawings of horses, then he made a little clay model of
horse and rider, and then he made-a large clay model at the size
the statue should really be.

When that large clay model was finished, the prancing horse
was twenty feet high, and the whole population of Milan came
to admire it. To make the whole thing in bronze, Leonardo
wanted scventy tons of bronze. That was a lot. Even the very
wealthy ruler of Milan was shaken by the cost, but in the end he
agreed and the foundries began to make the brox:xze for
Leonardo s enormious statue.

Just then the French invaded Italy and in that war the bronzev

B for Leonardo s statue was used for makmg c1. 11O
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was to happen: the French armies won, entering Milan, and
Sforza, lconurdo’s friend and patron, had to flee. When the
French bowsinen saw the great clay model Leonardo had made,
they uscd 11 for target-practice and in a short time the clay crum-

bled and the whole thing became just a heap of dust.
So ths. was another great work of Leonardo’s which was
never fini<hed.

38. The Last Supper

Some people are easily satisfied with their own work, they don’t
aim very high. They are quite happy if they can get away with
poor work and little effort.

Leonardo looked upon such people with contempt; in all
he did he set himself the highest standard. He would give end-
less time and unceasing effort to every task, whatever it was.
But often people who did not have such high standards, sim-
ply could not understand why Leonardo always took such an
endlessly long time to finish his work. They could not under-
stand that Leonardo was not easily satisfied and that only the
very highest achievement was ever good enough for him, as
can be seen from the story of the famous painting of the Last
Supper.

" When Leonardo was still working on that great clay model of
rider and horse, the monks of a2 monastery in Milan came to him
and asked him to paint a very special picture for them.

On a wall of their refectory (their communal dining
room) the monks wanted a picture of the last meal Jesus had
with his disciples, the last meal before He was betrayed and
taken to be crucified. At this last supper with his disciples,
Jesus said: “One of you will betray me,” meaning Judas
Iscariot, who was also present, though Jesus did not say who
was to betray him. '

This is the moment Leonardo painted. Jesus had just said
these words — and the disciples are shocked with horror that
one of them could betray their master. Every one of the disciples
in the picture shows his horror or his grief in a different way,
only Judas sits grim and sullen and dark, knowing whom the
Lord meant.

Even for a genius like Leonardo painting this moment was
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3‘5 enormously difficult task. But he set about it with his usual
thoroughness. First he wanted to find models for the faces of
the disciples. For weeks and months he walked through the
streets of Milan peering at people’s faces. When, at long Iasr., he
saw a man whose face he could use for one of the disciples,
Leonardo observed that man for hours unai he could remember
every feature ot his face, and then he rushed home to m‘akc a
quick sketch of the face he had seen. _ _

But sometimes months and months passed in which he
could not sec a face that would be any use to him.

The face of Christ was, of course, a very great difficulty.
Where could he find a face which could be used asa model for
Jesus? But, after many months he saw a young Itahan no‘blcmLm
whose face had just the right balance between gentle kindness
and sorrow, which Leonardo wanted. '

But it was not only the finding of models for the faces \fvthh
~41ook such a long time. Sometimes Leonardo would come in the

morning before the unfinished picture in the monastery, sEand
the @holc day before it, deep in thought, and at the end of the
day walk out, without having done a single brush-stroke.

You can imagine that the abbot of this monastery b?camc
frantic with iinpatience about the slow progress of thl'S picture.
He pleaded with Leonardo to work faster and o finish it. He
became cross with Leonardo, but it made no difference — the
great painter just took no notice of him.

At long last the picture was nearly finished; only one face was
still missing — the face of Judas, the miserable traitor. And now
Leonardo became interested in evil an.d,-ugly faces, he filled his
notebooks with all kinds of horrible faces he had seen in the
streets of Milan and he went to places where thieves and rogues
came together and sketched their mean and brutal features. But
none of them scemcd just the right model for Judas.

‘But by then, the,abbot of, the o ( t.patience. He

Pscreamed and shouted: at, Leonardo;
slow work as long as you had.the excuse.
. overthe facesiof Jesus and the disciples,.
- 'w’ajit and»wqit:fqr,tl‘l,é ace-of thatscou
tUreimmediatelvt” :

put;up with all this

of ta
hiit]

king great trouble -
it.] am, not.going to.
udas. Finish-the:pic-
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“Well,” said Leonardo calmly, “if you are really in such a
hurry, I can finish the picture in a couple of hours. I shall simply
use your face for Judas Iscariot.”

The answer shook the abbot. He was terrified at the idea that
his monks and the whole of Milan would sec him painted as
Judas. And so he calmed down and let Leonardo finish the pic-
ture in his own time.

Leonardo’s answer showed what he thought of people who
did not take great trouble over their own work and therefore
could not appreciate a person who did. They were no better
than Judas Iscariot, for every kind of careless work is really a
betrayal of the good work that is possible.

When, in the end, the picture was finished, people from all
over Italy and other countries came to Milan to see it. They all
praised it as the most wonderful painting ever created. But here
again misfortune struck at Leonardo, and it was his own fault
because he could not stop experimenting.

Unlike painting on canvas where one can use oil-paints, for
painting on walls painters had always mixed their paint with
milk. Leonardo wanted to try something new on the wall of this
monastery. He used a special mixture of oil paint which did not
work out well at all. Only a couple of years later, damp patches
came out and spoiled the picture, then the brilliant colours
became dull, and in more and more places the paint began to
peel off. In the course of time the picture became only a shadow
of what it had been.

Even worse was to happened: later other painters who were
not Leonardos, were called in to “improve” the poor master-
piece, but they only made things worse. .

In the Second World War a strange thing happened. A bomb
fell near the monastery, and the whole building collapsed except
for the one wall with Leonardo’s Last Supper. Recently modern
methods have been tried to wash away the overpainting of the
other painters and,to restore Leonardo’s work. _ .

But the Last Supper had made Leonardo so famous that the
city of quEenc_e called him back to_paint a picture of a great bat-

tle on the walls of the Town Hall. A battle scene with hundreds
,of men and horses — thatwas a wonderful ask for Leonardo.
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You can imagine how he worked on every detail. And this time
1e had invented a quite special kind of paint; when you painted
‘he picture the colours looked quite dull, but when the colours
were heated they became wonderfully brilliant. Leonardo had
ried it out on cardboard and it had worked out very well. And
;0 he painted this battle-picture with tireless effort to show the
Florentine people what he could do.

The galloping horses, the shining swords, the fighting men
n this picture would be something that could never be sur-
sassed. When the picture was finished the colours looked dull.
Now charcoal-braziers were brought in and the glowing coals
segan to heat the painting. But a wall is not the same as card-
soard, and as the heat rose the colours began to run down the
sicture; hastily the fire was extinguished, but it was too late. The
whole painting was just a blur and smudges of paiut. Leonardo
urned and left. Once again his experiments had ruined work
‘hat had taken many, many months.

RN |

39. Inventions and
the Momna Lisa

7
7

You may wonder how such a great man as Leonardo could
ruin his first great paintings by experiments. But he was the
one of the few people in his time who realized that we can
only learn from experiments. There was no one else who
shared his love and interest for experimenting, theré were no
scientists who knew anything about chemistry or physics,
who could have given him good advice. He had to tind out
everything for himself, and he loved knowledge so much that
he was willing to risk his wonderful paintings for the sake of
an experiment. :

Many people loved and admired Leonardo, yet he had no
real friend, a friend with whom he could share his burning
interest for knowledge. He was really a lonely man because he
was far, far ahead of his time.

When Milan was taken by the French and the great clay-
model of rider and horse was destroyed, Leonardo first went to
Venice. At that time Venice was at war with the Turks. The Turks
were storming into Europe after the fall of Constantinople and
Turkish ships attacked the Venetian ships in the Mediterranean.
And Leonardo turned his mind to inventing ways of defeating
the Turks.

In his notebooks (which still exist today) we find ideas which
have only been put into practice five hundred years later. He
designed a one-man submarine to attack the Turkish ships
under water, and a diving-suit, with a glass-fronted helmet and
air-filled bladders from which tubes led to the helmet so that the
diver could breath under water. He thought of using gloves with '
webbed fingers for swimming under water; these were used
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hundreds of years later by the frogmen in the Second World
War.

He had the idea that one could throw continers with sul-
phide of arsenic at the enemy. Sulphide of arsenic is a poison-
gas, and was used for the first time in 1914 in the First World
War. He also thought that one’s own troops should be protected
against the poison gas by a damp cloth bound over nose and
mouth, which is the first idea of a kind of gas-mask. He
designed an armoured car driven by pedals (of course the petrol
engine was unknown at that time).

But having thought out all these modern weapons of war,
Leonardo wrote in his notebook: “I will not make these things
known for men are evil and might use them for killing.”

He did not tell the Venetians or anybody else of his ideas but
he kept them in his notebooks where he wrote everything in
mirror-writing (so that it would be harder to read). And nobody
bothered to look at these notebooks until the twentieth century
when these kind of weapons already existed.

" Leonardo left Venice and returned to Florence for the battle-
picture which ended so sadly. But the battle-picture did not
matter so much to Leonardo for, at that time, a new idea had got
hold of him, the idea of building a flying machine.

He bought birds in the market and set them free to watch
how they took off. He measured their wing-span compared
with the body, e made drawing of birds in flight. And then he
began to build all kinds of wings only to destroy them and start
others.

He even thought of the possibility that the machine might
fail in mid-air and designed a parachute to save the pilot. His
drawing clearly shows the same principle as a modern para-
chute. One of his drawings is of;; machine which we now call a
helicopter. And the last of his drawings ibout flight is nothing
clse but a glider similar to those used today. _

It i,é:fairly_ certain. thqt Léqnafg!g not only drew the glider but
buiitit. He di§app!e‘axféd_ from. Florence. for a. few wecks and
when he returned hé never mentioned to anybody what he had
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But in the countryside around Florence for centuries there
was a legend that peasants had scen a strange enormous bird fly-
ing over the hills. So it scems Leonardo had tried out his glider,
he was perhaps the first man to fly, but kept the secret to him-
self. '

We can see why Leonardo was a lonely man. There was so
much he knew but could not and would not share with others.
People had only begun to make machines like the printing press,
they did not yet have reliable clocks or watches. Yet here was a
man who thought of helicopters, gliders and submarines.

The people then just could not follow his ideas — he was too
far ahead of his time. They only appreciated Leonardo as a
painter, but as a painter he upset and bewildered even his admir-
ers. ,

Kings and princes begged Leonardo to paint their portraits,
but he simply refused. Instead of painting these great, powerful
people he chose to paint the portrait of the wife of an Italian
merchant. She was not a person of any great importance, but
because Leonardo painted her, her name is kriown today all over
the world while the noble princes and great ladies of that time
are forgotten. The portrait of Mona Lisa is the name of this lady
and her portrait is the most famous portrait in the world.

This portrait is not large at all, but it took Leonardo six years
to paint it. It became a portrait which shows not only the face of
Mona Lisa but her soul.

-By that time the people of Florence lost interest in Leonardo
who was about sixty years old; his battle-picture had been a
grandiose failure; if he painted a portrait it took him years and
years; he spent most of his time drawing machinery which no
one understood. The Florentines turned their backs on him.
Then Leonardo suffered another great misfortune. He had a
stroke and his right arm was paralysed and could no longer be
used for painting or drawing. But this strange man had another
rare gift, he was ambidextrous — he could use his left hand just
as well as the right, so from now on he worked with his left

_hand. -

+ Florence was no longer interested in him, but die King, of

--Francewas -2 great: admirer of Leonardo: -anid invited*Léonirdo
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to spend the last eight years of his life in France in peace and
without worries.

When people in these last years of his life praised Leonardo
for all the work he had done, for the beauty he had created, he
only shook his head and said: “I have achieved nothing.” He
died in 1519, the year in which Magellan set out on the first
journey round the world.

But we today know that he was one of the greatest men who
ever lived — an artist and a scientist, a painter, sculptor, archi-
tect, engineer, and a seeker for knowledge and truth.

40. Raphael and Michelangelo

Léonardo had none of the cruelty and greed for gold of the
Conquistadors, but he was driven by a thirst for a different gold,
the gold of wisdom and knowledge. A person who has one great
aim in life and pursues it regardless of anything else is called
“single-minded.” Just as the Conquistadors were single-minded

- about gold, so Leonardo was single-minded about the gold of

wisdom. He was a Conquistador for wisdom.

The other great artists of the Renaissance were not so much
concerned with experiments and inventions, they were not. con-
cerned with wisdom, but with beauty in art, in painting, in
sculpture.

One of these great artist who loved beauty more than wis-
domnt was Raphael. One thing which Raphael could do with ease
that other artists, like Leonardo, could do only by great cffort,
was the ability to create the most beautiful paintings without
making hundreds of sketches beforehand. Raphael made only a
few sketches, but the loveliest paintings seemed simply to flow
from his brush.

And what he loved best was to paint pictures of Mary and the
Jesus Child. He painted them again and again, and each picture
was different from the others, and cach picture was a master-
piece. One of them is called the Sistine Madonna (Sistine was the
chapel for which he painted the picture). This picture showing
Mary and her child in heaven above the clouds (and the blue sky
is made up of countless blue angels) is the most famous picture
of Mary and the Jesus Child.

We don’t know how Mary and the Child really looked but
perhaps Raphael, in his imagination, somehow came nearer to
the truth than any other painter. Many people have had this
feeling before this picture and feelings can be true — even if one
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cannot prove 1it. Raphael is a painter who wants to touch your
heart, your feelings — and not your mind.

But Raphacel, who could paint the most lovely plctures with
ease, died young at the age of thirty-seven years. But he left
behind hundreds of paintings, far more than Leonardo who was
thirty years older when he died.

Raphael was, perhaps, one of the most fortunate artists who
ever lived. He was handsome, charming, and everybody loved
him; he was gentle, kind and made friends easily. The Pope,
kings, princes and rich merchants gave him commissions, they
gave him more work than he could ever cope with and paid him
generously so that he had never the worries Leonardo had. His
painungs gave pleasure to millions, they were so perfect. But
this happy life was also a short one; he died at an age when other
painters began to become famous. Perhaps he was given so
much good fortune because it was meant to be a short life.

Quite difterent is the life of another great master, the painter
and sculptor, Michelangelo. He, too, loved beauty, but the
beauty of strength. Most of the figures he painted are not sweet
and gentle like Raphael’s, but figures of might and power.

Raphael loved to paint Mary and the Jesus Child, but
Michelangelo made statues of Mary holding the dead body of
Jesus in her lap. He depicted the sorrow, the tragedy of the
mother who had to see her son crucified. Such pictures or stat-
ues of Mary and the dead Jesus, are called Pieta.

Michelangelo painted vast enormous pictures, of God creat-
g the world and of God creating man. These pictures are
painted on the ceiling of an enormous church, the Sistine
Chapel in Rome. To paint these pictures on the ceiling,
Michelangelo had to stand on scaffolding with his head turned
upwards, and he had to do this for four years. He became so
used to keeping his head this way that, when the work was fin-
ished he still kept his head turned up, and had to read letters by
holding them above hls head. It took.a year beforc he could hold
tiis hmd normal 1gam. '
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Michelangelo evcrytllillg is serious. But there was also little
happiness in his own long life — he lived to well over eighty.

Michelangelo was not handsome like Leonardo and Raphael,
nor was he gentle or charming. He did not make friends easily,
he was ill-tempered and had fits of rage. He could work for
months on a statue.-And then if it was not as good as he wanted
it, he would take a hammer and break it to pieces.

We see how different the three great artists of the
Renaissance were. Leonardo, the seeker for truth, the great
thinker; Raphael, gentle, sweet-tempered, whose paintings
touch the feelings; and the fiery, quick-tempered Michelangelo.

In Italy at the time of the Renaissance, there were not only
these three great masters, there were hundreds of artists,
painters, sculptors, architects who were not quite so great but
produced very beautiful work. How was it possible that so many
artists could flourish at that time?

A few centuries earlier, in the time of the feudal system, the

noble knights could fight, but could not read or write and still -

less did they care for irt. The villains and serfs were worked far
too hard and were too poor and ignorant to know anything
about art. Only the monks in the churches and monasteries had
some interest in art. The time of the feudal system did not give
many opportunities to artists. If Leonardo or Raphael had been
born three hundred years earlier they could only have been

monks painting little pictures on the hand-written parchment

books.

But in the Renaissance in Italy there were hundred thou-
sands of people who loved art, who could afford to buy paint-
ings and could give work to all these artists of the Renaissance.
Who were these people who could employ so many artists and
who had the money and the time and the love to enjoy art?

They were the “citizens,” the city-people: merchants, busi-
ness men, bankers, lawyers, doctors. They were not knights,
they were not serfs — they were free citizens, and in the" free-

dom of the cities there could grow the love of art which- madu b

these great masterpieces possible. Coer
In the feudal age there had been only three classes of: pe@pl
unfree’ serfs noble krughts and priests. In the Renalssance
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was a new class of free citizens. They encouraged art and artists
Tl?e great artists themselves — Leonardo Raphael-
Michelangelo — came from this middle class. Th,e were :
noblemen or serfs or priests, but free citizens. 7 e
In Italy, the feudal system had slowly withered away. In place
of the noblemen and lords the cities had grown rich anc.:l or\)zve
ful. But this freedom of the cities also had its problems. Itgly w;;
not one country, but was split up into dominions of the great
cities. Ea.ch city had its own government and its own armgyr or
(Il-ke Venice), its own navy. And the cities were quite often at ;var
with each other. When the French attacked Milan, neither
FIOfence nor Venice took much notice. The city peo,plc were
bUaness people — they regarded another city as competitors, as
business competitors. That is why there was so much troui:le

between them. But the free cities were the cradle of Renaissance
art.

THE AGE OF DISCOVERY

JOT

#
41. The Wars of the Roses

In the year 1453 Columbus was still a child of two years,
Leonardo was a child of one year, and in that year the Turks
stormed Constantinople and poured in the Balkan Peninsula, in
the east of Europe.

In the west of Europe the terrible Hundred Years War
between England and France came to an end. Joan of Arc had
been burnt at the stake twenty years earlier without seeing the
end of this war, but it did come to an end and the English had
lost France. In 1453 England and France made peace.

In Italy the feudal system came to an end through the growth

of rich and powerful city-states. In Ttaly at the time of the
Renaissance each great city was a state and surrounding small
towns and villages came under the rule of the big cities. The
power of the big cities did away with the power of knights and
lords; the feudal system withered away as the power of the cities
grew.
In England things happened quite differently. England was
very much a feudal state; it was the English knights and the
English kings who had first tried to conquer Scotland and had
failed, being défeated by King Bruce. It was again the English
knights and the English kings who had tried to conqucr France,
and had been defeated by Joan of Arc. Both these wars could not
have taken place without the consent of the knights, for the
Magna Carta stated the King of England could not go to war
without the consent of his knights and noblemen.

In England knights and noblemen were quite powerful —
even the King had to ask their consent for taxes for going to war.

After a hundred years of war with France which England
lost, one might think that the people of England would gettle
down to a time of peace. The ordinary people, the peasants and
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merchants would certainly have wanted peace, but not the
knights and the noble lords. But as they dare not attack either
Scotland or France again they started a war among themselves, a
terrible war with a beautiful name: the War of the Roses. )

At that time when great artists in Italy created wonderful
works of art, England was ravaged by battles between its own
peopie its own great lords and their knights.

How did this war come about? The middle part of England
is divided by the Pennines, a north-south mountain- -range. West
of the Pennines is Lancashire and east of the mountains is

- Yorkshire. Now the most powerful noble families in the whole
of England were the lords of Lancashire and the lords of
Yorkshire. The shield of Lancaster showed a red rose and York
had a white rose.

The House cf Lancaster had so much power that, durmg the
Hundred Years War, one of them, Henry IV, simply deposed the
ruling King of England (Richard II), and made himself King.
From now on, through several generations the Kings of England
weére of the house of Lancaster.

"And when the Hundred Years War came to an end, it was
again a Henry, Henry VI, of the House of Lancaster who ruled.
Henry VI, a king of the red rose of Lancaster, was unfortunately
not quite normal, he was not in his right mind, and had terrible
fits, rolling on the floor and foaming at the mouth. In those days
at his father’s death, the eldest son of a king became King no’
matter how unfit he was to rule. And so somebody had to be
chosen to rule England in the name of the insine king. The man
chosen was the Duke of York — the House of the White Rose
— the next powerful house in England The Duke of York was
called “Protector,” but practlcally, he was kmg and made all deci-

~ sions. Of course, he'gave all the hlgh posmo: s to hls frlends and
to members of his own famlly .

Henry, although he was not very _rlgh‘

h,-that the Dukc of York acted as :

d’fbnot lnke itatall
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In the end, all the enemies of the Duke of York bandec
together under the sign of the red rose to take his power fron
him. And all the lords and noblemen who were for the Duke o
York gathcred to fight for him with the white rose on thei
shiclds and banners. )

And so in 1455 — two years after the end of the Hundrec
Years” War — the Wars of the Roses began, that lasted for thirt
years. '

In this war, the Duke of York was killed, but his son, Edward
continued the struggle. Henry was taken prisoner and locked uy
in the Tower of London where he died. Queen Margaret askec
Scotland and France, England’s old enemies, to send armics tc
fight for the red rose of Lancaster.

Sometimes Lancaster was winning, and then any noble whc
had fought for York and got caught was executed. Sometimc
York had the upper hand and executed the supporters of the rec
rose.

There was one lord, the Earl of Warwick who first supportec
York, but when Edward of York had established himself as King
he turned against him and joined the Lancastrians. Warwick
died in battle, but the war still went on.

There was not only bloodshed in battle, there was foul mur-
der and treachery When Edward, the York King died, his son
was murdered by an uncle, who wanted the crown for himself
But the evil uncle did not enjoy the crown for long, he was
defeated by Henry Tudor of Lancaster, a relative of mad Henry.

With Henry VII the red rose had won, and that was the end
of the War of the Roses. To end the enmity between the twec
houses Henry Tudor married a princess of the house of York.

In these thirty years of war hundreds of knights and noble-
men had died in battle or had been executed by one side or
another, their castles and the land they owned had been confis-
cated by York Kings or Lancastrian Kings. When: the war ended
there were hardly any great and powerful lords left and that was
the end of the feudal system in England.- R
An Italy the feudal system had dlsappeared because the cxty—
-states: had grown nch and powerful In England dal
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the cities which had suffered badly in
] th i
the strongest power. ’ " van but the King was

All over Europe, in one way or another, the feudal system

the power of lords was breaking up. This end of the feudal sys-

tem belongs also to this time, the Age .
’ of D ry
of the Renaissance. & iscovery and the age

B

42. Borgia and Savonarola

3

At the beginning of this new age many new things came into the
world: new inventions like the printing-press, new discoveries
like Columbus’ and Magellan’s voyages, and a new love for art
was born — the Renaissance with Leonardo, Raphael,
Michelangelo, and a new class of people became important, the
merchant or middle-class.

But as all these new ideas rose and spread old customs and
old institutions were swept away. The feudal system with the
power and the privileges of the noblemen and lords slowly
withered away.

For centuries the Church had enjoyed enormous powers
and enormous privileges. In the Dark Ages when Germanic
tribes destroyed Rome and its civilization, only the monks had
any knowledge at all; they could read and write and made the
beautiful illuminated manuscripts. All these monks were sworn
to obedience, they would obey the head of the Church, the Pope
in Rome, in all things. If the Pope had decreed that the earth was
flat, then it was the duty of every monk and priest to believe that
the earth was flat. And not only the monks but every peasant,
knight, merchant or king had to believe it. And anybody who
dared to think differently and to say so, was called a herctic. And
a heretic was usually burnt at the stake. Remember Galileo who
only saved himself by pretending he believed the sun goes
round the earth. -

But long before Galileo, there had been all kinds of heretics,
people who dared to have their own ideas about Christ or about
how one should worship God. As these ideas were not what the
Pope wanted, these heretics had suffered persecution and death.
In the opinion of the Church, only the Pope in Rome could
know what everybody should think whether it was religion or
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science, and to disagrec with the Pope was a deadly sin, a crime
to be punished by death.

But the Church not only power had over the minds. Over
the centuries kings and lords and rich men had made great gifts
of land, gold or treasure to the Church. They believed that if
they gave gifts to the Church, they would be rewarded in
heaven. And so over the centuries, the monasteries, the bishops,
the Pope in Rome had become increasingly wealthy.

Some bishops had more land than the greatest lords, and the
Pope in Rome had an immense wealth at his disposal. But all
this wealth did not help to make good priests and there were
many who thought more about good food, drink and comforts
than about serving God. That is why Francis of Assisi had
founded a new order of monks, sworn to poverty. Sworn to live
without comfort. But, after his death even his own monks went
back to an easier. more comfortable life.

And at the time of the Renaissance, the Church as a whole
had become as rotten as never before. Specially the higher ranks
ishops, cardinals, and even the Pope, led lives that were a
dlsgrace to the religion of Christ.

At the time of Leonardo da Vinci, a man became Pope who
can only be called a monster of evil. His name was Borgia.

When he was still a bishop, Borgia was already known for
wild drunken parties with his friends. Then the old Pope died
and the cardinals had to elect one of themselves as the new
Pope. Few of them would have considered voting for Borgia,
but he promised great sums of money as bribes, and so he was
clected Pope Alexander IV.

But then he wanted to get all that money back again. This
was not really difficult, for when a bishop died it was up to the
Pope to choose the new bishop. And there were men who were
quite willing to pay large sums to the Pope for the privilege to
become bishops: And so-every. time.a bishop: died, Alexander
sold the:vacancy:to. the highestbidder. .

‘Unfortunately-the bishops did ot die: qulckly enough- for
the.needs.of:; Pope.‘Alex;mderﬁ nd soithe'found a:way.to.speed-up-
sho tosatbanquet. thh* excellent
was splendld entertamment.
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But the next day the guest did not feel very well, and a few days
later he was dead, and Alexander had another vacancy to sell.
But in the streets of Rome people whispered of a sccret poison
aqua toffana that was in the possession of the Holy Father. But
one had to speak of such things in whispers — it was not
healthy to speak openly. A young Roman nobleman, Orsini,
spoke openly against the Pope. A short time later he was found
stabbed to death in a dark street. And everybody in Rome knew
that the Pope had a  gang of paid murderers, ready to do his bid-
ding.

But Alexander spent money like water, and needed more
money. He thought of other ways of increasing his income. In
those days people believed that the Pope could forgive sins on
behalf of God. A man who had committed a theft or even mur-
der would fear that God would punish him for his crimes, but if
the Pope gave him a pardon, then God would also forglvc him.

Such a pardon by the Pope was called an “indulgence.” It was
a paper on which was written that this was a pardon for a theft,
or for a lie, or for murder. And Alexander had the bright idea of
selling these indulgences — you paid so much for 4 lie, much
more for a theft, and a still higher price for murder. Not only in
Rome or in Italy, but all over Europe monks went about selling
these indulgences and people bought them. It was a great busi-
ness that brought money flowing into the treasury of the Pope.
But not all people agreed with this disgraceful business.

In the city of Florence, a monk, Savonarola, spoke out
against these evils. He preached against the luxury and wealth
which had brought all this evil — and he called Alexander
Borgia a devil in human shape. Savonarola was a wonderful
preacher, he had the power to move the hearts of those who lis-
tened to him. The rich citizens of Florence felt ashamed of their
own luxury: they made bonfires on which they burnt their fine
clothes, they even burnt the lovely paintings with whlch they
had decorated their walls; they dressed in dark simple garrq ents,
they gave up their fine food and hved on bread and ohve And
they turned agamst thc Pope Alemnder V.

At farst Alexander trxed to sxlence Savonarola
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refused. The Pope found other ways to deal with the stubborn
monk. There were many priests in Florence who werc against
Savonarola, and, at the Pope’s command, they spread all kinds of
he§ about the courageous monk — that he was in league with
evil powers. And, after a time, when the pcople of Florence
began to miss their good food and their fine clothes. They were
also willing to believe these lies. And once Savonarola no longer
had the support of the people of Florence, he was doomed. He
was taken prisoner by the Pope’s men, condemned to death as a
heretic and burnt at the stake.

But the justice of God which Alexander had mocked so long
f:aught up with the evil Pope. He had planned another poison—,
ing of an elderly bishop. There was the usual banquet, and a cup
with poisoned wine was ready. But this time the cup-bearer who
served the wine to the guests had been bribed by the bishop who
knew what was in store for him. And at the last moment the
cup-bearer switched the cups, so Alexander drank his own poi-

. son and died a painful death.

When the people of Rome heard of his end they celebrated
and danced and sang in the streets for five days. And at the
funeral they spat at the coffin and shouted curses.

Py

43 Martin Luther

The story of Pope Alexander Borgia shows that this wonderful
time of the Renaissance, the time when Leonardo painted the
Last Supper, when Raphael painted his lovely Madonnas, was
also the time when the highest ranks of the Church were
wicked, evil men. v

Yet the authority of the Pope, the power of the Pope was still
so great that a sincere priest, like Savonarola, paid with his life
for speaking the truth. There were hundreds of thousands of
people in all of Europe who felt like Savonarola and who looked
with horror and shame at the sorry statc of the Christian
Church, but who felt powerless to change things. ‘

It was as if all these sincere Christians were waiting for
someone to have the courage and strength to chalienge the evil
powers who ruled the Church. And a man came who chal-
lenged and, in the end, defied the power of Pope, cardinals,
bishops. He was a German by the name of Martin Luther.

Martin Luther was born in 1483, the same year as Raphael,
and thirty years after Leonardo. He came from a poor family; his
father was a miner who worked in a copper mine. But this poor
miner wanted his son to have a good education. The parents
made great sacrifices for their son and lived modestly to enable -
their son to study. _

Young Martin was a clever boy and became 2 university stu-

" dent. Even then life was not easy for him. To earn some money,

after his lessons Martin Luther, like many others, went through
the streets from house to house singing and sometimes a door
would open and a kind person would either give him a few cop-
pers or a plate of food. Yet, young Martin worked hard at Iy

studies and at the age of twenty-one he received his university

degree.
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And then something happened which changed his wholc
life. He went for a long walk in the countryside with a friend.

- They started out in brilliant sunshine but later in the day clouds

came up and the two friends were caught in a terrific thunder-
storm. They hurried to find a place of shelter when there was a
blinding flash of lightning, a terrible clap of thunder, and Martin
Luther’s friend fell lifeless to the ground killed by lightning.
From that day onwards a great change came over Luther. He
asked himself again and again, “Why was 1 spared? Why was my
life not taken?” And he became more and more convinced that

.God had spared his life for a purpose, and he decided to become

1 monk. In the monastery he would have liked to devote all his
time to prayer and to the study of the Bible, but the abk_>ot
wanted him also to preach sermons. Luther was afraid of giving
a sermon, he was very modest and thought people would only
laugh at him. But when he stood in the pulpit his fear of making
a fool of himself disappeared; he spoke from his heart and all
‘who heard him were deeply moved. In time Luther even
became famous as a preacher.

“"And when the monastery had to send somebody to Rome, to
the Pope, the monks thought they could not send a better man
than Martin Luther. ,

Now wher: Luther came to Rome he was still a faithful son
of the Church, for him Rome was a holy city and the Pope was
the Holy Father. It was a great honour that he, the son of a

" miner, a simple monk, was going to meet this holy person, the

Pope. , , :
Alexander IV had already died, but his successor,, Leo X, was
not a very holy man either. His main ambition was to become
famous fqr;;buildi__n_g thejlargest and, most beautiful church in the

world, St Peter’s in . Rome . (where both Raphacl and
Michelangelo, painted, for: him). But all.this cosc money and

. Popc Leo,was as ru! hless as Alexﬁxidqr.jgy}}qn it,came to getung
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was, after all, a monk. He had sworn an oath of obedience, and
so it still did not occur to him to say anything against the Pope.
He returned to his monastery in Germany and kept his sorrow
and disappointment to himself.

The new Pope in Romec needed vast sums of money to fulfil
his ambition of building the most splendid church in the world.
Alexander had found one excellent way of getting money by
selling indulgences, sclling pcople forgivencss for their sins.
This shameful trade had stopped at the death of Alexander
Borgia. But now the new Pope, Leo X, needed money to pay his
architects and painters, and so he sent his “travelling salcsmen”
into every country of Europe to sell indulgences. There were
priests, monks, selling forgiveness for any crime or sin.

The priest-salesman sent to Germany was called Tetzel. He
was an excellent businessman. Tetzel usually set up a littie stall
in the market-place of a town. He then made a speech, and as
he spoke well, more and more people came to listen to him.
Tetzel told them what a terrible thing it was to offend God by
laziness, by telling lies, by using bad language, and what a ter-
rible punishment God would inflict on all sinners. He had his’
listeners thoroughly frightened (after all few people in the
world can be certain they have never done anything wrong)
and when they were well and truly scared, Tetzel said: “But,
my dear friends, you need not fear God’s wrath and punish-
ment if you come and buy one of these papers here; each of
these wonderful papers is an indulgence by the Holy Father in
Rome and, whatever you have done is forgiven by God as soon
as you have paid me for the indulgence.” And people queued
up to pay. ‘ _

On one occasion this clever salesman Tetzel was caught in
his own trap. A knight came to him and said he wanted to buy
an indulgence for a robbery. That was quite an expensive sin,
and Tetzel was pleased to get a lot of money from this knight.
The next day Tetzel made still more moneéy arid‘when he left

“this particular town to start business somewhere'elsé-again, he
* 4 ¢atried. with him a wellfilled- cash ‘Box. e was'i 7. ¢

s riding. ¢
1y road when,; suddenly, armed men ippearéd,‘kndtked him
LIPS R TR T TEPE AR LRt A R sy L g "
downand'took his-cash box. - oo ot
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“You sinners,” cried Tetzel, “God will punish you‘ for rob-
i i i liness, the Pope!”
bing a priest, the messenger of His Ho ,

%Ng, he won’t,” said the leader of the gang, and he drew
from his pocket the indulgence paper he had bought the day
before from Tetzel. )

Still this misfortune did not stop Tetzel and many 9ther
priests sent from Rome. They went from town to town, village
to village, selling indulgences and carning money for the Pope
and his ambitions. o .
. Now Martin Luther had kept silent about his disappoint-

1 : en 1 But when
t all the wickedness he had seen in Rome. -
e i like pills for headaches in every

these indulgences were sold hes
: ould not remain silent. He

; uare of Germany, he ¢

rcrc)ilkcftnz?stand by and see people cheated in the name of God.
istian Church. .
and}t{};e:r::;:ed openly against this shameful trac?e- He wrote
down 95 reasons why these indulgences were against anythm'g
in the Bible and he nailed these 95 reasons O the door of his
Church in Wittenberg so that people could read t.hem. And peo-
ple came and copied these reasons, and the copies were passe((ii
on — they were spread all over Germany. And once people ha1
read Luther’s arguments against the indulgences the whole
i ers came to a stop-

tmd';}llz g:)e;: iF:;I){omc was, of course, furioug and so the strug-
gle between the power of the Pope and Marun’ Luther began.

B e s g Jp-

P
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44. Luther and
the Reformation

4

If it had not been for the stroke of lightning which killed his
friend but left Luther unharmed, he might not have become a
monk. He might perhaps have been a lawyer and even as a
lawyer he would have been against the shameful trade in indul-.
gences, though people would hardly have paid much attention
to his opinions. But Luther spoke against the indulgences as a
priest, a famous preacher, as a monk who had been in Rome and
had seen the Pope. If such a man as Luther called the selling of
indulgences a cheat and a swindle, then he must be right, and
one could not simply “buy” God’s forgiveness by paying for a
piece of paper. Luther’s words had such a great effect because he
was a priest. So the stroke of lightning which made Luther
become a monk was of great importance. Without it, none of the
things which now happened might have come to pass.

Now, copies of Luther’s arguments against indulgences
spread all over Germany, and because they were the words of a
greatly respected priest, people in Germany simply stopped
buying these bits of paper, and the Pope lost a very large part of
the money he had expected.

Pope Leo X was very angry and he sent a letter to Martin
Luther commanding him to immediately come to Rome. But
Luther, remembering what had happened to Savonarola, was
not going to Italy at all.

And by now he was not justa lonely monk who stood against
the Pope on his own. Thousands of people in Germany who
had been very unhappy about the greed and the wickedness gf
the Popes in Rome, had only waited for someone to take thle
lead. Luther was the right man and they all supported him.
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What all these people wanted was a complete change n the

whole Church. The old form of the Church with the Pope as
head and highest authority should go — the whole Church
should be re- -shaped, re- formed. As a little snowball rolling
downbhill becomes a great avalanche, so the argument between
Luther and the Pope grew into a large movement of hearts and
souls which was called Retformation.

Having so many supporters, Luther not only refused to go to
Rome but he wrote a little book in which he said that there was
nothing in the Bible to show that anybody owed obedience to
the Pope, and that the Pope was a servant of the devil, not of

" God.

The town where Luther lived was called Wittenberg. And
the Pope’s answer to Luther’s littie book was that he sent a mes-
sage to the town of Wittenberg. The message said: Martin
Luther is a heretic. He is therefore no longer a priest. He 1s not

hristian and so should not be allowed to enter a church

even a C
an should have

or take part in any service. And no good Christi
anythmg to do with him.
*In earlier times such a command by the Pope would have
meant the end of Luther. But by now there was a different spirit.
The whole town of Wittenberg sided with of Luther.

Luther called the citizens of Wittenberg together and spoke
to them, and he spoke with a power that moved people deeply.
He declared that he did not even want to remain a priest in a
Church ruled by such a wicked person as the Pope in Rome.
From now on he was the minister of a new Church, a Church
which owed no obedience to the Pope, and which had no mas-
ter but God. The people cheered and made a big bonfire, onto
which they threw the Pope’s letter and a good many other books
_whlch Tiad been written agamst Martin Luther.

This bonfire in the German town of Wittenberg was an
1mportant event in hlb(Ol"y,_fOl‘ it was the beginning of the
Reformatlon the begmmng ‘of the’ great rebellion agamst the

e from wlnch came ]ater all thé other cHurches and commu—
'tfh(;l Pdpe‘s Authority. This’ bonhre
‘on y _ri aft 'r‘_‘Lt;onardo s death
_ 1scovery of América. AR o

* b,
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erful men of Germany. And Luther was also s
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Lucﬁ:feBLeth had failed to crush this dangerous rebel, Martis
ut he was not going to let Lutl
Pope now turned to the rul e e b
Lobe fow t e ruler ofGermany and asked him to dea
er"rhxs[;uler of Germany, Charles V, was a very remarkabl
Zu;:x:ru e v;/las the n;OSt powerful man of his time, and it wa
e what peo i m: 1 i nini ‘
quice true wi people said of him: that in his dominions th
His father, Maximilian, h
ad been Emperor of Ger
él;:tr;a Belgium and Holland were also part of his eza?r}; arSl(
© ar e; V’s father was already very powerful. And then I(D:harle('
haa(\irne the daughter of Ferdinand and Isabella of Spain whc
. no other children. So through this marriage, afte:
C}: 1lnand s death, Charles also became King of Spain. It was he
o :rrt efsr(:/m\&;llllotﬁav; Magellan the ships to sail round the world
¢ turopean countries which Charles
' T ruled —
Germany, Austria, Spain, Belgium, Holland — he was a]seo the

. ruler of i i lesi
the rich Spanish colonies in America, as well as colonies

in the East Indies.

Chfrcl) 1t‘1/s quite true that the sun never set on the empire of
oh Wc;f — for when the sun sets in Austria, it rises in Peru,

g en setting in Peru it rises in the East Indies.
Pt t1sdm1ghty ruler, the Emperor Charles V, was asked by the
Thp Eo eal with that rebellious German monk, Martin Luther.

¢ Emperor was a fair-minded

person and he did not
gofarglthmg against Luther without giving him a ch::'acr: :0
Cehzfl l;x}r;:;elf There was also another reason to be carefu?
o lo:; " ew that a great many people in Germany — power-
ul (si and great cities, learnied men and simple peasants, gen-
Ands :(1;1h c;)rlmon soldiers — were all in sympathy with Luiler
e hc:llr ets [\lf \:las too clever a man to stir up trouble lf he
1 ut

Self p er should have za fair chance to speak for hlm—

"And so Charles V called

a great meetin f

noblemen; of cardinals and bishops — of all tfe (;rr Pr“’.lces iy

appear ‘before this gathering and: to-defend: hlmself
vx"omlsed 2" “safe conduct that means’ wh‘ e\}cr\ s
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to his loyal
llowed to return
1 i ther would be a
this meeting, Lu
ittenberg. ‘ —
e Oiw onk, the son of a miner, was to comehbe e
this m . 2 mi ‘ . - Defor
Sop werful people of his time, including
most po

Emperor, Charles V.

s e g
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45. The Diet of Worms

. Emperor Charles Vs assembly of great lords and noblemen w:

called a “diet.” Apg the city where this diet was to meet was
great German city called Worms. So this important assembly j
called the Diet of Worms, which sounds funny but j¢ was no
funny for Martin Luther '
There are many kinds of courage: the courage of a soldijer
going into battle, the courage of a3 missionary going among wild

side of the throne stood a Roman cardijngj in his crimson robe;
the Pope’s envoy. And all around, fijve thousand people
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to show his ignorance. And these questions went on and on.
Except for short breaks at mealtimes, the questioning lasted all
day, and the next day. And all this long argument was intended
t6 make Luther admit that he was wrong and that the Pope was
right.

But at the end of it all, when the Cardinal had no more ques-
tions, Luther said words which have become famous in history:
«T will not take back anything have said for this would be against
my conscience. I stand by my words, I cannot do otherwise, so
help me God. Amen.”

The Emperor Charles V had promised Luther a safe con-
duct, and so when Luther had said these words with a ringing
voice, he was allowed to leave the assembly and to set out on his
journey back to Wittenberg. Luther was still on his way when

"Charles V made it known that, after having listened to that long
discussion, he had come to a decision. The decision was that
Luther was in the wrong, that Luther was a heretic and that he
was an outlaw. If a man was declared an outlaw, it meant that he
was no longer protected by any law, and that he could be killed
by anyone without fear of punishment.

Now Luther was an outlaw and his life was no longer safe.
But he had friends in Germany, people who were on his side,
and they helped him to go into hiding. Luther found shelter and
hiding in a castle called Wartburg where he was safe from his

~ enemies. S

While Luther was in hiding in this castle, he began a great
task: '“thc't,r__ans,lation of the Bible into German. Up to that time,
the BiBle ys@s(_oniy- for.educated people who knew Latin, the

L Church gi'id_:p(‘)_t want anyone able:to read the Bible. There was

fr}o'Blble in_German .or.. English’ or French, there were only
"'some stories from the Bible.which: people could hear from the
'_lpries’ts.y"Sbn‘ie men who had tried to translate the Bible into
‘their.own gl@llgu,égc:b,gd risked theirlife doiiig so; because the
“Church did, not want.ordinary: peoplé-to 'téad~the "Bible for
“themselves.. ~ - .~ L Lot
‘But Luthc
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This was not an casy task. Even now there are -
the Bible on which learned men de

should be translated. There is ~

pened to Luther whe- =
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: deep in the nig
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: unpleasant, vile st . ¥
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Emperor was fighting a war against I ont ro2® e
bother about a troublesome monk. l\\ e ‘\\“&
So Luther returned to Wittenberg vs}\ ?‘\“Ccss’t
,him. with joy. He could now work for tk {‘Om‘(?c .
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to show his ignorance. And these questions went on and on.
Except for short breaks at mealtimes, the questioning lasted all
day, and the next day. And all this long argument was intended
to make Luther admit that he was wrong and that the Pope was
right.

But at the end of it all, when the Cardinal had no more ques-
tions, Luther said words which have become famous in history:
“I will not take back anyrhing have said for this would be against
my conscience. I stand by my words, I cannot do otherwise, so
help me God. Amen.”

The Emperor Charles V had promised Luther a safe con-
duct, and so when Luther had said these words with a ringing
voice, he was allowed to leave the assembly and to set out on his
journey back to Wittenberg. Luther was still on his way when
Charles V made it known that, after having listened to that long
discussion, he had come to a decision. The decision was that
Luther was in the wrong, that Luther was a heretic and that he
was an outlaw. If a man was declared an outlaw, it meant that he
was no longer protected by any law, and that he could be killed
by anyone without fear of punishment.

Now Luther was an outlaw and his life was no longer safe.
But he had friends in Germany, people who were on his side,
and they helped him to go into hiding. Luther found shelter and
- hiding in a castle called Wartburg where he was safe from his

enemies.

While Luther was in hiding in this castle, he began a great
task: the translation of the Bible into German. Up to that time,
the Bible was only for educated pcople who knew Latin, the
Church did not want anyone able to recad the Bible. There was
no Bible in German or English or French, there were only
some stories from the Bible which people could hear from the
priests. Some men who had tried to translate the Bible into
their own language had risked their life doing so, because the
Church did not want ordinary people to read the Bible for
themselves.

But Luther, as a German, wanted all his people, not only
‘those who knew Latin, to be able to read the Bible. So he used
thie time he was hidden in the Wartburg to make a translation.

27. The Age of Discovery

A new spirit was abroad in Europe, a spirit of curiosity; there was
a niew eagerness to find out things, to discover the unknown. The
next great step in discovering the unknown was made in the
Iberian Peninsula, the lands south of the Pyrenees, in Portugal
and Spain. It happened while England and France were still
locked in the Hundred Years’ War. :

When the Arab power was at its height, it was like a crescent
moon stretching from the Pyrenees across North Africa to the
Holy Land. But by the year 1400, the Arabs had lost much ground
in the Iberian peninsula, only the south was still held by the Arabs
or “Moors,” while in the North there was a Chnistian kingdom,
the Kingdom of Spain. And in the West there was another
Christian kingdom, Portugal. :

And it is in Portugal that a wonderful period of history started
which is called the Age of Discovery in the history books. It was
one man who started the Age of Discovery. He was Prince Henry,
the third son of the King of Portugal. His mother was an English
princess, and perhaps he inherited his life-long love for the sea
from her.

Prince Henry was also a Knight Templar. The Knight Templars,
the noblest, bravest of the crusader knights, possessed great wealth
which they used not for themselves but to start new enterprises —
mines for metal-ore, for instance. The greed of the King of France
and of Pope Innocent destroyed the Knight Templars almost
everywhere. However, in Portugal the Knight Templars survived
and changed their name to the Order of Christ. And Prince ‘Henry
was the Grand Master, leader, of this Order of Christ. And as
Grand Master Prince Henry continued the task of the Knight
Templars. This task was to strengthen Christianity, to weaken the
power of the Arabs and Turks, and — even more important — to
open men’s minds to the wisdom of the world.
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& One way of doing this was fighting against the Moors — and
Prince Henry did that; already as a young man he became famous
for his part in a great land and sea battle in which the Portuguese
took the port of Ceuta — opposite Gibraltar — from the Moors.

But Prince Henry was not only a hero of actions, he was a
man of thought, of new ideas. The trade in spices had the mer-
chants of Venice buying the spices from the Turks. But the spices
came frorn much further east, they came from islands in the Far
East. The Turks brought the spices from India and became rich
selling them to Venice. But if the ships of Portugal could reach
India, it would finish the Turkish profits, and would make
Portugal rich.

But how could the ships of Portugal get to far away India?
Today it 1s casy to say: sail round Africa. Butat the time of Prince
Henry nobody from Europe had ever sailed round Africa, no
one knew even that one could sail round, no one knew how big
or how small Africa was.* There was no kncwledge, but there

4 were strange tales.

I you look at the map you see a great bulge on the west coast
of Afnca. Such a bulge is called a cape. This cape was only
known from hearsay — no European had seen it — but it was
called (,ape No because, it was said, one can sail no further. The
Sun, they said, is so hot there that all the water of the ocean boils
away and ships get stuck in the salt. The sun is so hot, they said,
that if a white man gets there, his skin is burnt black for the rest
of his life. Even the bravest sailors were scared at the mere
thought ofsaxlmg in this direction.

 Prince Henry wanted the shxps of Portugal to saxl along the
African coast/and to find a way to India, but there was no map N

__And even xf onc shlp by -

'md n 3thmg was known of the way

ble map Wthlh others. cou

s e ey
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So Prince Henry set up a school of navigation, the first
school of this kind in the world. In this school experienced cap-
tains from many nations, map-makers, even Arab sailors and
scientists instructed the Portuguese seamen how to use the
instruments which show the latitude of a place, how to usc a
compass and how to observe sun and stars with instrum-~nts,
astrolabes, and how to make maps.

Only when they had learned all this did the Portuguese ships
set out. But they did not go straightaway round Africa. The first
ships went only a short distance, then they came back and
reported what they had seen. The next ships went a bit further
and again came back with reports. And from these reports maps
were made to guide other ships.

Prince Henry received all these reports and saw to it that
proper maps were made, but he stayed behind and supervised all
this work. The Portuguese people laughed about him, calling
him, “Prince Henry, the Navigator who never goes to sea.” But
later on they very respectfully called him only “Prince Henry
the Navigator.”

One of the earliest ships Prince Henry sent out ran into a
storm and was blown westwards. They lost sight of all land and
thought they would die of hunger and thirst, but then they saw
an island, which they named Porto Santo. It was one of the
islands now called the Canary Islands. There were no people on
it but the climate was very pleasant.

The ships safely came back to Portugal and Prince Henry
sent Portuguese peasants to settle on these beautiful islands.
They took seeds with them and soon their crop flourished.
Unfortunately, the colonists also took rabbits with them. As
thcre were no wild animals on the islands the rabbits multiplicd
and ate a1l the crops. The colonists.had to leave. Soon another
island further west was discovered, a large island which was
called Madeira, meaning wooded island.”

‘But thiese discoveries in the west were 1ot Pririce Hemy ¢
_oal he wanted a way south and hlS ShlpS dzd go furthex and
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natives for a few glass beads; and, even more exciting was gold-
dust. Soon people not only in Portugal but ail over Europe
talked about strange far-away lands where the rivers ran with

gold. '
And if it was not gold and not ivory, it was something else.

The Portuguese sailors, seeing the African natives, took it for
granted that these black men were enemies of the Christian
faith. They attacked peaceful tribes on the coast, took prisoners
and brought them home to be used as slaves. So began one of
the most shameful chapters in the history of the white man —

the trade in black slaves.
The ships went still further south, and further, some went

up rivers into the interior of Africa. Every month brought new
knowledge, new discoveries. But in 1460 Prince Henry sud-
denly fell ill and died; he did not live to see his dreams come
true.
But the enthusiasm, the spirit of discovery which he had
roused in the Portuguese sailors lived on. They reached the
southernmost tip of Africa, the Cape of Good Hope. They
sailed round the Cape, and, 38 years after Prince Henry’s death,
the Portuguese captain Vasco da Gama reached India.

Within a few years the people of Europe began to buy their
spices from Portugal; the Turks lost their trade, and the power
and wealth of Venice also declined.

But something much more important had happened. Prince
Henry the Navigator, had shown the world that ships could sail
into unknown seas — and so had turned men’s minds to the
High Seas and the unknown lands beyond. The N avigator who

never went to sca had started the Age of Discovery.
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28. Columbuys

The news of the Portuguese discoveries the
: ; , news thy i H
rsr::;:]cdclg ::e :CHI:]OV:I shores, spread a over Euro;it.vs;g;;ll?(s‘
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Y 1dca that there was, far away; something calj dp .
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0 what these far-away places looked like. Now ¢ was diff::)x::i}:'t

in these far-away la
nds and everybod -
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e -
et, peqple still had very odd ideas about Africa and Asi,

SpiCZO::;?:I s Cf;vals, Venice and Genoa, were still engaged in the
There was \-zery 2?12 callcs;)h :ﬁ;gfi iIlt1 lanOtg the shipe e frade.
. S ve ] = aly an i
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Arc and sixteen years after the death of Prince Hefn'y) t:erz \E::,
- h battle between French and Gengese ships only v
O‘n'e Sufc the coast of Portugal. The ships from Genoa we
mlies ro::ld were sunk, and many of the sailors drowned. l3116f
;cr)ll::xcgl%enoese sailor, although b:\(:ll}}/(woil?ded,ﬂi)a:gl;;:xzouis
1 water which kept him atioat.
" qudeg Elzlm:;;:lyt hbz:«}atjz; Xas with r})ﬁm and the waves flung
??r:r;f;:oreeéi the ’coast of Portugai. The name of this young
A ¢ sail s Christopher Columbus.
GCHOSSC;Z:S;G‘::;’:EZ Ot%lund thé shipwrecked sailor W?rc
kin;ir ajld helptb"ul; they looked after him. ‘and wh:1 Cclghilgxlbgsf
;h d recovered he made his way o L1§b0n, the pG ! of
o 1. Lisbon was very different from his home town (e
P‘Ort“‘g?' . was slowly dying, there was less and les_s trade
e e pol;:,xt Lisbon was a flodrishing port teeming with ves-
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zdb b‘;;?glcr;g SSilors from many nations thronged in the str(c;etts.
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o 21221613}:?:1?1'(&, Columbus studied every map he coxledl.gre]t
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Thap-maker, Toscanelli; tworhundred years later, ha 'a new ;
111; 'at}t?iérr;ftﬂ’i{vas round, it shouild be possible to get to Astl_a, 0101
‘Chi‘ha',trtof' Ivr‘idlia'vby-sﬁilifiéﬁkys;.‘ if you went on and on west, y
ere bourid to come to Asia in the eid.

TR

were b Bicthidimia
. ER LY 'm,"i o ) ue. 1 At thi. 11
Now this 18 e s

SR RPN SR
“much smal
“hina was

VIR o e A T

: Romian ‘Catholic' Church. Theré was hothii

45. THE DIET OF WORMS 18¢
This was not an casy task. Even now
the Bible on which learned men do not agree how they
should be translated. There is a strange story about what hap-

pened to Luther when he was translating the Bible at the
Wartburg.

there arec many parts of

He was always a hard worker, sitting over his translation
deep in the night. Perhaps he fell asleep over his work and only
dreamed what he saw: but, one night it seemed to him that the
light of his candle grew very dim, a strange cold wind came
from nowhere and made him shudder and at the same time an
unpleasant, vile stench assailed his nose. Luther who had not
tifted his head from his writing, now looked up and saw before
him a dark shape, like a shadow, but a shadow with bat’s wings
and horns. And this black shape placed a dark, claw-like hand
over Luther’s writing, as if it wanted to stop him from going on
with it. But Luther, as you have seen on other 0CCasions, was not
casily frightened. He was only angry that there ‘was something
which interfered with his work. He was very angry and he took
the inkpot from his desk and threw it at the dark shape. And as
the glass shatteied on the wall the dark shape, the stench and the
cold air disappeared in an instant. All that remained was a big
splash of ink on the wall. .

The Wartburg castle where Luther translated the Bible into
German still stands and visitors who go there can still see the
“ink-blot on the wall made by Luther when he threw the inkpot
at the devil. -

After a year Luther could leave the Wartburg, for the
Emperor was fighting a war against France and had no time to
bother about a troublesome monk.

So Luther returned to Wittenberg where his friends receive
him with joy. He could now work for the new kind of Church
he had in mind: a free Church, independent of the POﬁ)_é,' inde-
pendent of Rome. The new kind of Chufch ‘was " called
Protestant, for the people who joined it protested: against the
shameful practices of Rorne. I

‘Lither took one more step away from' thé
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Gregory the Great. And as the rules of Popes did not count any
longer for Luther, he put away his monk’s habit and married.

All his life Luther hoped that the great movement which had
started would not lead to bloodshed. He died at the age of sixty-
three and so was spared to see the massacres and wars which the
Reformation brought.

3|
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46. C_alvin' and Knox

Luthier was not alone in challenging the authority of the Pope;
there were by then many thousands of people who took his side,
many thousands who all felt that the Church of Rome was no
longer a true Church of Christ. These people supported Luther.
But the wisest and most clever people at that time did not agree
with Luther. They knew, just as Luther did, that there were evil
Popes; they knew that the selling of indulgences was a shame
and a disgrace for the Church. Yet these wise and learned men
were more worried about Luther than about the evil Popes. .
They said: “Yes, there is much that needs changing in the
Church; there is much that is wrong and that must be put right.
But this change should be made by good men who work within
the Church, good men who are bishops, cardinals and might
one day even become Popes. If rebels like Martin Luther break
away from the Church and start some kind of Church of their
own, there will be no end of it, there will be all kinds of hot-
heads, each one starting his own Church, they will argue among
themselves and it will only bring trouble and suffering. It would
be far better if we all remained faithful sons of one Church —
but make it a better Church than it is now.”

That is why the wisest and best men in Europe were not for
Luther, for they did not want this breaking up of one Church
into many. They foresaw that great suffering would follow from
it. But the wisest and best men are at all times only a few, they
had no power, and neither side was ready to listen to them. And
so the terrible events which they had foreseen, came to pass.

Once Luther had shown that it was possible to defy the
Pope, once the Reformation had started, there came other
“reformers” who were not only against the Pope but against
Luther and against each other. Before the Reformation there
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had, at least, been only one man who claimed to know the will
of God; now there were many. Each of these reformers had sup-
porters and followers who formed a Church of their own, and
all these different “reformed” Churches were at loggerheads
With the Church of Rome and with each other.

One of these reformers was a Frenchman, John Calvin. Like
Luther he was first a priest of the Roman Catholic Church; like
Luther he was upset by the evil ways of the Popes. When Calvin
heard of the great changes in Germany, when he heard how
Luther had succeeded against Rome, Calvin also left the Church
of Rome and preached against it. But his own country, France,
was ruled by King Francis who had no patience with heretics,
and Calvin had to flee for his life. He went to Switzerland where
he found a city which welcomed him: the city of Geneva.

In Geneva John Calvin became not only a preacher, after a
short time the citizens of Geneva made Calvin a kind of ruler
whose word was law. What he wished and what he said was law
in Geneva. And life in Geneva was not easy under Calvin

Like Savonarola, he thought that luxury, vanity, comfort,
made men evil and so the people of Geneva had to do without
é}iything that was not absolutely necessary for life. No colourful
clothes (as people used to have in those days) were allowed, only
plain black. Dancing, drinking wine, and playing cards were for-
bidden. Not only that. Art, painting, statues were also a kind of
luxury, so the churches had to be quite plain without a picture,
statue or stained glass window. Any amusement or entertain-
ment, was an unnecessary luxury, and so was forbidden. And if
some of the people of Geneva broke these rules a number of
times they were exvc.cutec;i;“;So John Cal\'ﬁn’s Church was a very

stern one.

In:Scotland too the time was ripe for change. The bishops
of the: country’s wealth, and; the. monks

pt that you could hear. ‘he Scotland songs
ere,so corrupt that you could hear anywhere in, Scotland songs
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that was quite different from the bonfire in Wittenberg. In this
bonfire in St Andrews a young Scotsman, Patrick Hamilton, was
4 burned. ;
Patrick-Hamilton had been to Germany and he had heard of
Luther and the new Church which Luther had founded, a
Church frec of Pome. Patrick Hamilton thought this' was won-
derful and he came back to Scotland and began to preach — but
not for long. He paid for his preaching at the stake in St
Andrews. -
But Patrick Hamilton’s death did not stop the new: ideas
which were sweeping over Europe. The number of Protestants
in Scotland grew, in spite of persecutions and burnings. And
they even began to fight back. One day a group of Protestants
stormed St Andrew’s castle and they took Cardinal Beaton who
had been their worst oppressor, and hanged him on the window
) of the castle.
‘ So both sides, Roman Catholics and Protestants, fought and
o killed each other in the name of religion, and forgot that Christ
- had said: “Love your enemy.”

The Scots had always been good friends with the French,
and so James V, the King of Scotland, called for French ships to
help him against the rebellious Protestants of St Andrews. The
rebellion was suppressed and there was harsh punishment for
the Protestants. One of them was taken to France and con-
demned to be a galley-slave chained to an oar under the heavy
whip of the overseer, rowing with other poor wretches on a
French ship. The name of this Protestant sufferer was John
Knox. After one and a half years of this terrible life as a galley-
slave, he escaped and made his way to Switzerland, to Geneva.

And that is how John Knox met John Calvin, the stern ruler
of Geneva. But John Knox thought that Calvin was right, he
thought Scotland should have the same kind of Church and life

_as Calvin had established in Geneva. He was $o enthusiastic
about this idea that he returnied to Scotland despite the persecu-

tions'of Protéstants. .
~But by now not only common people, but even noblemen: -
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the new faith. So many people joined the covenant that the King
could no longer suppress it. John Knox, who was also a great
preacher, brought more and more people to his side. He became
the leader of the Covenanters, and in the year 1560 he had the
great satisfaction that the kind of Church he wanted, a Church
as severe as Calvin’s, was declared the Church of Scotland. After
much bloodshed, burning and suffering, Scotland had broken
away from Rome and had its own Church.

Under the influence of John Knox, pictures, statues, stained
glass windows in Scottish churches were destroyed, and enter-
tainments were abolished. But Knox did not execute people for
disobeying his rules (as Calvin had done). He also had educa-

tion very much at heart. Due to John Knox, Scotland became

the only country at that time where even the children of the
poor could go to school and have an education.

As it was with many reformers, there are things one can like
in John Knox but also things which it is hard to like.

47. Henry VIII

‘The Reformation was, first of all, just the same change in the
human mind which we have already seen in the inventions, in
the voyages of discovery, in Copernicus with his new idea about
sun and earth, in the Renaissance painters and the use of per-
spective in painting. '
The Reformation came because people no longer tolerated
the old ways and the authority of the Pope. There had been
some quite wicked Popes a few hundred years earlier — there

- Was cven a ume when there were two Popes who stood against

cach other, one in Rome and one in Avignon, in France. Yet in
these times when there were two Popes, people still looked up
to one or other of the Popes but they never questioned whether
there should be a Pope or not. But now people no longer felt
that they needed or wanted the authority of the Pope.

But there were also other people who did not want a change,
who wanted to uphold the authority of the Popes, for these peo-
ple cven a wicked Pope was better than having no Pope at all.

And it is very interesting to sec what happened. In the south
of Europe — in Spain, Portugal, Italy, people remained faithful
to the Church of Rome and the authority of the Pope. In these
sunny warm lands of Europe, the new spirit did not touch reli-
gion; ‘but people became discoverers like Columbus or
Magellan, or artists like Leonardo and Raphael. They used the
new spirit for discoveries or in art. But in the colder countries of
the north there was as yet little in the way of discoveries, and art
also changed only slowly. North of the Alps the new spirit, the
spirit of new things turned to religion and so brought the
Reformation.

But it was not so in these countries that all people wanted a
new Church, or that all people wanted to break away from
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Rome, and so there was suffering and bloodshed. In Scotland
the Protestants grew so strong that in the end the King who was
a Roman Catholic and who did not want the Reformation, had
to give in and John Knox’s ideas led to the Church of Scotland.

In England it was just the opposite. There the Reformation
came by the will of the King. That is one difference between
Scotland and England: in Scotland the Reformation came
through the people, in England through the King,

These two men, John Knox and Henry VIII of England were
also as persons the very opposite of each other. John Knox was "
of small stature and thin. He ate and drank very little, just as
much as was necessary, The English King, Henry VIII, was tall
and immensely fat; whenever he ate a meal he gorged himself.
John Knox was a severe, strict man but he wanted nothing for
himself; all his life and all his work was for his Church and for
Scotland. Henry VIII thought only of his own good: the Church
and the English people exasted only for his own benefit and his
own convenience. He was a fat, foul-tempered bully who cared
only for himself. -

Henry VIII was, of course, like everybody else at that time a
Roman Catholic and was not interested in any change. When he
heard of Luther he called him a madman, and when a few peo-
ple in England began to preach against Rome, Henry had them
burnt at the stake. But Henry VIII was married to a Spanish
princess, Catherine, who had borne him a daughter, Mary. And
the time came when Henry no longer loved his wife and wanted
to divorce her and marry a beautiful lady, Anne Boleyn. But the
Catholic Church does not allow divorces. King Henry thought

~ the Pope in Rome would make an exception for himn, but he was

mistaken. The Pope refused to allow Henry to divorce his wife,
Catherine of Aragon.

Henry had sent an old English- cardinal to Rome to plead
with the: Pope.. When the old.inan came back with the news the
Pope had refused,:the Kingwent into a-towering:rage. The poor
old cardinal was sent to prison, but died on the way. Then

. Henry.declared: “The. Pope and. his:Church:will:not divorcé me
) fLQm myw1fe 1 will have:a:Churchuthat has nothing to'do with

Rome.™. .7
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The English Parliament had no liking for Rome or the Pope
and so at the wish of King Henry a law was passed that in’
England, the head of the Church was no longer the Pope ,but
the King. Priests of the Church, 'monks, bishops, who w’ould
not take an oath to recognize the King as head of the Church
were executed.

So the Church which Henry had founded was not a new,
reformed Church, like John Knox’s or Calvin’s or Luther’s It,
was the old Church, only now Henry, not the Pope, was ;hc
head of it. In this way the Church of England is differ’cnt from
all the other Churches which came out of the Reformation.

Thc. new Church, the Church of England, had, of course to
obey King Henry and he divorced from his wife, the Spanish
princess, and married the beautiful Anne Boleyn. She bore him
a daughter, Elizabeth, who was to become one of the great
queens of history. o

B.ut Anne Boleyn herself was not Henry’s wife for long. He
got tired of her, and did not even bother to divorce her. Poor
Anne was executed. After her Henry had four more wives, one
at_“ter another — who either died naturally or were execut(;d or
divorced. ' '

Henry VIII was a cruel, brutal man, but strangely enough the
peqple of England liked him. They were glad to be rid of an
Italian Pope; they would rather have an Englishman as head of
the Church, even if he was a terrible man. They liked King
Henry be_cause he took all the land and wealth away from the
monasteries and closed them down. The people of England
liked that as they had come to think of the monks as useless laz;
men, good for nothing. ' ’

The common people liked King “Hal” and when war broke
out between Scotland and England, the English soldiers fought
so well for Henry, that the Scots suffered terrible defeats at
Flodden Fieid and Solway Moss. ; C

. After Henry’s death, England went through a hard time, his
- . only son, Edward VI ruled only a few years, then he died. :Fhe
next ruler was Mary, the daughter of the Spanish princess whom
Hem.';y:-had divorced. Mary was a terrible quéen = 'shé wanted
to-bring the Roman Catholic faith back, and thé Edgliskrhen or
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women who spoke against this were burned at the stake. In five
years of Mary’s rule three hundred people were burned for this
crime. When she died all the people in England were rejoicing
and looking forward to the new Queen, Elizabeth I, the daugh-
ter of Anne Boleyn, for she was a Protestant.

48. Mary Queen of Scots

The new age, the new spirit, showed itself more among the
common people than among the noblemen and kings.
Columbus, Leonardo, Copernicus, Luther, John Knox, all came
from the common people.

And it was also the common people who welcomed the
Reformation — at least most of them. The noblemen were
more or less evenly divided for or against the Reformation. And
the Kings were, to begin with, all against the Reformation.

The German Emperor declared Luther an outlaw. The King
of France solved the problem of the French Protestants by a ter-
rible massacre: in one night, St Bartholomew’s Night, thirty
thousand Protestants were slaughtered in France. In Scotland,
James V tried to destroy the Protestant movement by executions
and burning, but in Scotland the movement only grew stronger
and, in the end, the Church of Scotland was established against
the will of King James.

In England Henry VIII was also against the Reformation and
heretics were burnt at the stake. It was only later, and for his
own selfish reasons, that Henry VIII established a Church sepa-
rated from Rome. _ "

But through this, England was more fortunate than other
countries. In England the ruler and the great majority of the
people belonged to the same Church, the Church of England.
And when Elizabeth became Queen, she too was in the fortu-
nate position to belong to the Church which most of the people
wanted, the Protestant Church of England. There were only
few Catholic sympathisers left in England.

Scotland was not so fortunate. For the most part the people
belonged to the Church of Scotland, but the Royal Family, the
Stuarts, remained Roman Catholics, and so did quite a number
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of noblemen. In Scotland royalty and the people were diyided
by belonging to different Churches. That was the tragedy in the
life of Mary, the daughter of James V. : _

. When James V died, Mary was still a young child. Her
mother, a French princess, sent her to France to be broughtv up
at the Roman Catholic French Court, and so Mary grew up in a
religion and in a country quite different from Scotland and the
Churct. of Scotland. -

When Mary was only sixteen years old she was marned_ to
the young King of France. It was the happiest time of her life.
Mary was merry and charming, and the French courtiers were
witty and amusing, they flattered and praised her. And her _llfe
was just one long round of amusements of dancing, parties,
games without a care in the world. ‘ -

But this joyful time of Mary’s life lasted only_ two years. First
her young husband died, and then her mother in Scotland also
died’, and Mary was called back to Scotland to become Queen of

S ) v

vCOIt:Sor Mary it was a heart-breaking change from the merry life
at;“t-;he Courtl of France to Scotland where John Knox and his fol-
lowers looked upon merriment as a sin. Mary was a Rorflan
Catholic and remained one, attending Roman Catholic services
in her chapel! in Holyrood Palace. The people of S?otland never
quite trusted her, fearing she would try to bring back t}?e
Catholic faith. John Knox, who was by then an old man, said
very unkind things about Mary in his sermons.

Mary, with her Roman Catholic religion, with her l_ove for
fine, colourful dresses, and her love for parties, for dancing, for
games, was like a stranger in Scotland, although she was the
Queen. Then she did something that made her still less poputar:
she -itiariied a Catholic Scots nobleman, Lord Darnley. The
Scots’ people did not like that at all. Now, Lord Darnley was

" quite good-looking ~—-but Mary should:not have fallen forhis

looks. He-was an ill-tetnpered and’ coarse: man; without-educa-

tion“or ‘manners: “And-Mary was soon very ‘urthappy with her

fifi-thiéhopeof Being crowned Kiiig of Scodand-one day. 2+ .+
A]though

' Darriley. did not really care for Mary he-was' -
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madly jealous of any man with whom Mary was friendly. She
did not have many friends; but there was one, an Italian musi-
cian. He used to play for Mary and so gave the young lonely
Quecen some pleasure. But this enraged Lord Darnley and cne
day when Riccio, the Italian, was playing for the Queen, Lord
Darnley and some of his friends dragged Riccio away and
stabbed him to death.

Mary never forgave Darnley for this murder, but she did not
show how she felt. And soon another man was often seen in her
company, a Scots nobleman, Bothwell. Her husband, Darnley,
was, perhaps, not very pleased with this friendship either, but
now he kept away from Mary and hardly ever came to see her in
Holyrood Palace. And then Lord Darnley fell ifl. To everybody’s
surprise Mary showed suddenly great concern for her husband.
She went to Glasgow and persuaded Darnley to be brought to
Edinburgh where she could visit him daily.

Mary came regularly to visit the sick man. But one evening
she came and apologized that she could not stay very long as
there was a great dance held at Holyrood Palace. And that night
while the windows of Holyrood Palace were bright with the
light of hundreds of candles, while colourfully dressed courtiers
and ladies thronged the large rooms of the palace, while the
sound of music and laughter could be heard there was suddenly
the roar of an explosion. The house where Darnley was lying on
his sickbed had been blown up, and he and a page died in the
explosion. '

We shall never know who was behind this explosion that
killed Darnley, but the Scots blamed Mary and her friend,
Bothwell. When Mary married Bothwell three months after
Darnley’s death, it was too much. A great number of Protestant
noblemen rose in rebellion against Mary. She was taken prisoner

-and kept imprisoncd in a castle on an island in the middle of
- Loch Leven. She never saw her new husband, Bothwell, again.

He escaped to Denmark and died there. :
: For a year Mary was imprisoned in that castle, but then a

*i)age stole the keys of the castle and with his help she escaped in

boat. And now- Catholic. noblemen came. to. help het;. they
gathered an‘army- to fight.against the, Protestants .who:had



imprisoned Mary. And so Scotland was torn by a war between
its own people. But in the end the Protestants were stronger, the
Roman Catholics were defeated and Mary had to flee. No place
in Scotland was safe for her, and she fled to England, hoping
that Elizabeth, who was a cousin of hers, would give her shelter
and protection. :

But Elizabeth gave Mary Stuart only a very cold welcome.
‘There was still a number of Catholics in England who might
well have tried a rebellion to make Mary the Queen of England.
Elizabeth was not going to take any risks. And so Mary was
taken to Fotheringhay Castle, and kept a prisoner there for nine-
teen years. .

But even as a prisoner Mary Stuart was a danger to Elizabeth.
The English Catholics made plans to free Mary. All these plots
failed, but they showed that as long as Mary was alive, the
English Catholics were thinking of rebellion against Elizabeth.
When after nineteen years another such plot was discovered, the
English Parliament persuaded Elizabeth that Mary had to die,
and the English Queen signed Mary’s death warrant.

And so it came that the beautiful Queen of Scotland was led
at Fotheringhay to a great hall hung with black. Her servants
cried bitterly, but Mary comforted them and said that for her,
death was a release from prison. Calmly and proudly she walked
to the executioner’s block in the middle of the hall and put her
head down on the block for the executioner’s axe. When the axe
came down, it ended a sad life which had not known much hap-
piness.

THE AGE OF DISCOVERY
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49._ The Great Armada

Mary, Queen of Scots, was a warm-hearted woman of strong
feclings. And she followed her feclings rather than her head, and
so did many foolish things. Elizabeth, Queen of England, was a
clever person. She did not have the warmth and charm of Mary
and she did not follow her feelings, but thought over and
weighed up everything she did. For a queen, this was better by
far than Mary’s way. For Elizabeth, cool and level-headed as she
was, had a great sense of responsibility: what she did was for the
benefit of England. Mary, driven and swayed by her emotions
and feelings, brought up in France, had no sense of responsibil-
ity for Scotland. '

‘That is why Mary is one of the tragic queens of history, while
Elizabeth, who had neither charm nor beauty, became one of the
great queens of history: she never forgot that she had a duty
towards her people. )

England was going through great dangers and hardships at
that time, and these dangers and hardships came from Spain.
Spain was immensely powerful; enormous riches came from
the colonies in the New World and vast numbers of Spanish
ships sailed the seas. The Spanish ships were larger and the
number of ships greater than that of any other navy. The ruler of
this mighty Spanish Empire was Philip II, the son of Charles V,
who had declared Luther an outlaw.

Now Philip II was not only a devout Roman Catholic, he
was fanatical. He had only one great aim in life: to destroy the
Reformation and to force the authority of the Pope back on the
people who had broken away from Rome.

He could do nothing about Germany which was ruled by
another son of Charles V, but Belgium and Holland were under
Philip’s rule and in these unhappy countries the Protestants
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were burned by the hundreds. And Philip’s great ambition was
to bring these “blessings” also to the people of England and, by
force and terror. make England a Roman Catholic country

-again. Philip nearly had an opportunity to do this, for as a young

prince he married the terrible Queen Mary who had ruled
England before Elizabeth. But when Mary died, Elizabeth
became Queen. Now Philip made another attempt to get
England under his power the easy way: through the Spanish
ambassador in London came the proposal that Elizabeth should
marry Philip.

Of course. Elizabeth would have to become Roman
Catholic, and of course, the English Protestants would be
forced by terror. by persecution, to return to the Church of
Rome, but imagine what a mighty empire this union of Spain
and England would have been. For an ambitious person — and
Elizabeth was ambitious — it must have been a very tempting
offer, to become Queen of England, Spain and the vast colonies
in America. But Elizabeth also knew that by marrying Philip

“SHé would bring terrible misery and suffering to all the

Protestants in England, to the great majority of her people. And
so she refused the offer.

Philip was furious that his proposal of marriage had been
rejected. But he had soon reason to be still more annoyed
by England. At this time the people of England began to
realize that the future of their country was to become 2a sea-
power.

The ships of Prince Henry had made Portugal rich and the
caravels of Columbus had given Spain untold wealth and power.
Britain, an island, surrounded by the sea, could only become

‘great and prosperous with English ships and English sailors.

And it was at the time of Elizabeth that the English navy began
to grow, that-adventurous English sailors set out on the high
seas. ‘ N

These English captains and sailors were rather like “the
SpanishConquistadors:* their ‘main" intérest was weal th, ‘gold
" ' hey gained fortunes, as

ey couldigerrich byiit:

:And the simplest way to gain wealth was by pouncing on the .
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Spanish ships carrying gold and silver from America to Spain.
The brave English sailors were simply pirates, but they were the
most daring pirates in the world. One or two English ships
would not only capture much bigger Spanish ships, they would
somctimes attack one of the big Spanish ports in America, plun-
der it and sail away loaded with booty.

: Philip, King of Spain, was thoroughly annoyed with this
i impudence of the English. As long as Mary Queen of Scots lived
Philip had hoped that the Roman Catholics in England would
] set her free making her Queen of England, and he could then
% marry her. But when Mary was executed, there was an end to
these hopes.

So Philip decided on one bold stroke which would finish
Elizabeth who had insulted him by refusing marriage, the
English navy which robbed his treasure ships. and the
Protestant Church of England which he had always wanted to
destroy.

All three things should be accomplished with one mighty
blow by the ships of Spain. Preparations began in Spain to send
the largest fleet the world had ever seen, against England. The
fleet would not only attack English ports, but also carry a vast
army to invade England and to occupy 1t. The dockyards of
Spain worked in frantic haste to build more and more ships, and
the Spanish warships from all over the world were called back to
Join the great fleet.

While all this great work of preparation was going on an
English captain, Francis Drake suddenly appeared with a hand-
ful of English ships in the Spanish port of Cadiz, and before the
Spaniards recovered from their surprise, ten great Spanish
galleons and twenty smaller vessels were sunk. As Drake sailed
away he caught a Spanish treasure ship and took frcim..it a cargo
of gold worth one million pounds. When Francis Drake.arrived

.back' in England, he said: “I have singed the beard of_ the King of
Spain.” o

This important stroke made Philip 'q__n_:ly,md'rc.; ea
ish' England, and in May 1588 the great flect was re
* called thé ‘Great Armada. The great Armada was, 4
’ Cnffy-*'fl'?rgé" ‘and 'sixty smaller ships. The farg gal
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five hundred tons, were swimming fortresses, carrying about
three hundred men each. The whole Armada of a hundred and
thirty ships carried twenty thousand soldiers and eight thousand
sailors. Against this mighty fleet the English had only thirty-four
much smaller vessels and fifteen thousand sailors. The English
flcet was commanded by Lord Howard of Effingham, an experi-
cnced sailor, while the Armada was under the Duke of Medina
Sidonia, of very noble family, who knew nothing about ships or
sailing.

The English were certainly not afraid of the enemy’s
might. Francis Drake who was one of the captains under Lord
Howard was at Plymouth playing a game of bowls when the
news came that the Armada was approaching England. “Time
cnough to finish this game and to beat the Spaniards,” said
Drake. And he calmly finished the game before sailing against
thc enemy:.

When the Armada appeared beacon fires blazed from one
end of England to the other to warn the people. And Queen
Elizabeth went to her fleet and spoke to the sailors and her
words stirred the hearts of the men.

As the Spanish ships came into the Channel a strong gale
blew up which made most of the twenty thousand soldiers so
sea-sick that they were no use at all. Moreover, the high galleons
could hardly be steered in heavy weather and the little English
ships darted in and out between them, doing great damage and
getting away before the Spaniards could hit back. This game
lasted a whole week, and all that week the gale grew fiercer and
fiercer. More and more Spanish ships ran aground, and then the
Spanish admiral made the mistake of ordering his ships to seck
shelter on the French coast at Calais. There the Spanish ships
were crowded together and the English sent fire-ships among
them, and the Spanish galleons, trying to get out of the way of
the fire-ships, ran into each other.

By the end of the week the gale became so wild that even
the English ships took to their ports. The Armada tried to get
away by sailing round Scotland to get back, but the roaring
storm shattered so many ships on the rocks and islands that, in
the end, only fifty broken, battered vessels reached Spain. But
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the English had lost only two hundred men and not a siriglc
ship. ‘

All over England bells rang and bonfires were lit. Elizabeth
ordered that a special medal be struck in memory of this great
occasion. On that medal was the inscription: “God blew and

they were scattered by His breath.”



50. Elizabethan Times:

Shakespeare, Raleigh

. When the Great Armada came, the people of England rallied

around their Queen. If the Spaniards had landed they would
have found every Englishman, from the peasant in his hut to the
lord in his manor, ready to fight to his last breath. They loved
their Queen. When it became known she would pass through a
street, people gathered together hours before and gave her rous-
ing cheers when she came. They called her “Good Queen Bess,”
but the courtiers invented better-sounding names for her. They
cé’lfled her the Virgin Queen because she never married, or they
called her Gloriana, the glorious one.

These were flattering names, and Quecen Elizabeth liked
to be flattered. She was not really beautiful, but with her
auburn hair and delicate complexion she had a striking
appearance. And she helped this striking appearance by
wearing the most glorious clothes. She set fashions which
made the clothes of women and men in England more
colourful, more showy, than they have ever been either
before or after.

Women’s dresses were made of silk, or from cloth of silver or
gold. They wore immense skirts which were made to stand Sut
by means of petticoats with wooden hoops. Men’s clothes were

Just as‘colourful:.graceful jackets slashed to show brightly
coloured. lining, short: stuffed- trousers; long stockings. Both

~men’ anid swomen: wore-wide ruffs.round-their -necks . which

stood “out* above:. he;;.t_s.houl_fdgr_s'.;--a-nd% high :behind the head.

d-many,; men wore
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the first time people began to use forks, knives, spoons, instead
of their fingers. The houses, too changed. With the invention of
gun-powder it was no longer any use to build castles which
were like fortresses with moats and keeps. Now the noblemen
built gracetul large houses with large windows, wide doorways
and spacious gardens. Some of these stately homes can still be
seen today.

The English ships sailing the seas brought trade, money and
prosperity; the rich people could find more leisure and time for
art.

One can say at the time of Elizabeth the Renaissance came to
England. In England it did not shew itself in paintings or sculp-
tures, but the Renaissance came in a different art: in poetry and
in plays.

As the Italian people had become interested in paintings, so
the English became fascinated by the writing and the produc-
tion of plays. Queen Elizabeth had special plays performed for
her at her royal court. Literally thousands of plays were written
and performed in her time. The greatest of all the writers of that
time, and the greatest of all English writers of all times, was
Wilhhiam Shakespeare.

At that time actors formed little groups and at about the
time of the Armada, William Shakespeare joined such a troupe
of players in London. At first he was only a kind of stage-hand.
There is even a story that he used to look after the horses of
people who came to see the plays. Then he became.an actor
himself and, after a time, he began to write plays for his group
of players who performed at the Globe Theatre.in London.
Shakespeare had learned the art of acting from scratch, he knew
from his own experience what is effective on the stage, and this
no doubt contributed to his plays having the power they have
to this day. : SR

" As the Renaissance produced Leonardo or Michelangelo: in
- Italy, in England it produced the great genius of :Shakespeare.

Ilkinds
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The best way to be in her favour was t 3
Elizabeth. Now one day she was travelling in j cflz;:tlelrtﬁcl:seg
the strects of London, with some of her courtiers. As usufl
crowds gathered to cheer her and, in order tc show herself t<;
hexj people, Elizabeth ordered the coach to stop and stepped out
of it. And there, right in front of her, was a big puddie ofmranud If
she made another step her dainty shoes would sink into the m;Jd
and h_er satin skirt would be splattered. And as she hesitated, not
knowing what to do, a young man stepped forward, he wo,re a
fine scarlet cloak on his shoulders. In a moment l;e tore th
cloak from his shoulders and threw it over the puddle Th:
Queen could now safely step on the cloak and reached .a d
patch. But tgcln she turned to the young man and ordered hi:ny
to come with her to the court. spoi i :

o o oo b e urt. He had spoiled his fine coat, bu-t
| The, young man was Walter Raleigh and he became the
Queen- s favourite courtier. He had been poor but the Queen
gave him so large gifts of money and land, and later knighted
him. But Sir Walter Raleigh was not only an elegant courtier, he
was a clever man and the Queen followed his advice in maf;ers
of government. And so it came that Sir Walter Raleigh changed
‘t‘lte course of history. He once spoke to the Queen and sfid'
Spain has become rich and powerful through his colonies ir;
the. New World, in America. If England is to become a great
nation, then we too rnust have colonies in America. We arfl;xot'
strong epough to taks the Spanish colonies in South America
but ‘*Spaxn has not touched North America. Let us estab]is};
English colonies in North America, and we shall in time b
greater than the Spaniards.” °
The Queen agreed with Raleigh’s advice, but she would
not let him go from the court although he longed for adven-
ture. He was not allowed to sail across the Atlantic -and to
founc! an English colony in America. But Sir Walter Raleigh
was rich enough to buy ships and to send men to Amcrifa
{\nd so the first English colony in North America was estab-.
lished through Sir Walter Raleigh. In order to flatter the Virgin
Qt_Jeen Elizabeth, this first English colony was called Wrgifia
It is now one of the United States and still bears the name.
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Virginia. And due to the far-seeing policy of Sir Walter
Raleigh, English has remained the main language of North
America. :

The English colonists in .North America had to face great
hardships, and they had to fight fierce native tribes. But they
also learned from the native Americans. They learned from
them the usc of a peculiar American plant: tobacco. Soon the
habit spread to Europe and made the colonists rich. Virginia
tobacco ‘is still grown today. Sir Walter Raleigh was one of the
first to try the new habit of smoking. A servant who saw smoke
coming from Raleigh’s nose and mouth thought his master was
on fire and threw a bucket of water over him.

Much more important was another American plant: the
potato. In earlier times when the wheat-harvest happened to be
bad, there was famine and starvation. Now, people could fall
back on potatoes when there was not enough bread. Raleigh was
the first to have potatoes planted on his farms in England — and
so brought something worth more than gold.

When Queen Elizabeth died she appointed as her successor to
& the throne of England James VI, the son of Mart Stuart, who
was already King of Scotland. James VI had made no move to
rescue his mother when she was condemned to death: he did
not want to rouse the anger of Elizabeth and so lose his chance

became King of Scotland and England. For the first time in his-
tory the two countries were united and remained so.

Under King James, Sir Walter Raleigh could at last follow his
thirst for adventure. As there was no gold in North America, Sir
Walter Raleigh went to South America in search of a fabulous
land called Eldorado where, so people said, even houses were’
made of solid gold. Raleigh and his men went through terrible
hardships and dangers in the jungle, but never found Eldorado.
And when Raleigh returned to England the Spaniards com-
plained that he had attacked Spanish colonists and broken the
peace between Spain and England. King James, who wanted
peace with Spain, had Raleigh arrested and imprisoned. While
Raleigh was in prison he wrote a book, a history of the world

to become King of England. At Elizabeth’s death he then



212 N THE AGE OF DISCOVERY

from the beginning to his own time. He was a very learned man
as'well as a wise statesman and fearless explorer. But King James
had no liking for the man who had been the favourite of
Elizabeth and, in the end, Raleigh was condemned to death and
béheaded for having attacked Spaniards.

51. Francié Drake

The Age of Discovery, the Renaissance, the Time of the
Reformation are all names for the same period of time. When
Columbus discovered America in 1492, Leonardo was a man in
his forties and Martin Luther was a boy of nine: they were all
children of the same new age, and in different ways they showed
the same adventurous spirit. Copernicus, who surprised “the
world by saying that the earth moves round the sun, was twenty
years old when Columbus discovered America.

An imaginary person who lived from 1500 to 1600 could
have met all the famous people of that one century: Magellan
and Pizarro, Calvin in Geneva, John Knox in Scotland and
Savonarola in Florence, Mirhelangelo in Rome and William
Shakespeare in London; and he could have seen the Great
Armada as well as Walter Raleigh’s first English colonists sailing
to Virginia in America. This imaginary person would have met
bold and adventurous spirits in all these people — for that was
what they all had in common.

One of the English sea-captains, in his own rough and tough
way, had just that spirit of boldness and adventure that belongs
to that time. Francis Drake was, at first, simply a merchant
sailor, a sea-captain who used his ships for trade. We would not

- have liked his trade, but in those days it was iegafdcdfgs'd‘rd.irglar)'
‘business. He sailed his ships to Africa where he and hlS men
caught Africans who were then shipped to the Spanish colonies
in America. The Spanish colonists -paid w_t:l‘l ‘f@)-r slaves and
Drake was quite content in selling skave’s 't the’ S aniards. (All

s was many years before the-Armada y&  * o

i‘cgrgg of slaves:to Spanish coloni
ins Aferica swhichthe
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England. He was a very good businessman. But on the way back
Drake’s ships ran into a storm and took shelter in an island off
the South American coast. This island was also a Spanish colon
The Spaniards seemed quitc friendly and Drake had no reasoz
to fear any harm from them. But when the gale was over and
Drake’s ships were about to sail away, the Spanish opened fire
and threc of Drake’s ships were sunk with all men aboard
Drake escaped with two of his ships, but he swore he would.
make the Spaniards pay for their treachery.

England was still at peace with Spain, and Queen Elizabeth
was not at all anxious to start a war with Spain for the sake of
three ships, so Drake began a one-man war of his own against
Spain.

Drake prepared himself well for this war. For a whole year he

sailed up and down the coast of America on which the Spanish
colonfes were until he knew every little bay and island. This
American coast-line with its rich, great ports was called the
Spanish Main. He also made friends with runaway slaves. There
were a few thousand slaves who had run away from their cruel
Spanish masters and who lived like savages in the jungle along
the South American coast where the Spaniards could never
catch them. These desperate and wild gangs became staunch
allies of Francis Drake.

Then he was ready to begin his own private war. His new
allies had told him that there was a regular train of five hundred
mules carrying silver from the mines of Peru to a sea-port near
Panama. From there ships carried the silver to Spain. Drake
decided to take the silver before it got to the port.

He had two ships which he left on a wild stretch of the coast.
Then he set out with fifty men.into the jungle to ambush the

silver-laden mules. Now Drake had been told that every twenty ..

mules had one leading mule, and if this leading mule would lie
down the other twenty would do the same; they had been
trained to do so. When the mule-train came, the Spanish escorts
were suddenly greeted with a hail of bullets and they ran for
their lives without first counting the attackers. As soon as the
Spanish soldiers were gone, Drake and his men made the lead-
ing mule lie down and all the others did the same; the
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-Englishmen now took the silver off the mules. One part they

buried in the forest and came and fetched it a few months later.
But they took as much as they could carry to the ships and sailed
away.

After this first blow, Drake left the Spaniards no peace. Up
and down the Spanish Main he sailed. He stopped any Spanish
ship, his men went aboard and took away any valuable cargo
before the Spanish ship could sail on. Drake’s ships were soon
loaded with plunder. But he never harmed a woman or man
unless there was resistance. When he had plundered two hun-
dred Spanish ships he returned to England where he was wel-
comed as a hero. ‘

The next time Drake set out, it was with the help and
approval of Queen Elizabeth. That voyage became famous as
the voyage of the Golden Hind. It was the first English voyage
round the world. )

At first Drake had no intention to sail round the world; he
had already plundered the Spanish colonies on the east coast of
America; now he wanted to attack the fabulously rich colonies
on the west coast. To do this, Drake had to sail where Magellan
had sailed: through the Strait of Magellan.

Drake set out with three ships, but two were lost in a storm
and only one ship, his Golden Hind made the voyage. The Golden
Hind sailed through the Strait of Magellan and appeared on the
west coast where nobody expected an English ship.

So Drake simply sailed into the big harbour at Valparaiso,
shot up the Spanish ships lying at anchor, and then his men
seized the whole city of Valparaiso and took what they wanted.
They then sailed away happily and, on the way out, captured a
Spanish galleon carrying one million pounds worth of gold and
jewels.

But by now the enraged Spaniards had got a whole fleet
together, waiting at the Strait of Magellan to catch Drake on his
way back. But Drake got to know about it and decided he need
not go back through the Strait of Magellan: the world was round
and he could go back round the world as Magellan’s ship had

done.
So, like Magellan, he sailed across the Pacific Ocean, past
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